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1, Airplane spin 
2. Arm drag 
3. Arm lock 
4. Asian spike 
5, Atomic drop 
6. Bear hug 
7. Bite 
8. Body slam 
9, Body tackle 
10. Bulldog 
11. Chicken wing 
12. Choke slam 
13. Claw 
14. Clothesline 
15, Cross body block 
16. Double axehandle 
17. Drop kick 
18, Eagle split 
19. Elbow smash 
20. Eye gouge 


61. Abdominal stretch 
62. Avalanche 

63. Backbreaker 

64. Backroll press 

65. Belly to belly 

66. Big splash 

67, Boston crab 

68. Brain buster 

69. Camel clutch 

70, Cobra clutch 
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. Face rake 


Fireman's carry ram 


. Flying body press 


Flying clothestine 
Flying drop kick 


. Flying elbow drop 
. Flying head butt 

. Flying mare 

. Forearm smash 

, Foreign object 

. Full nelson 

- Giant swing 

. Grapevine 


5. 


Hair pull 
Hammer lock 
head lock 
Head stomp 
Hip roll 

Irish whip 
Knee drop 


Cradle 

Crucifix 

DDT 

Figure four 
Flying leg drop 
Gourd buster 
Hurricanrana 
Moonsault 
Neckbreaker 
Piledriver 
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Dream up your very own professional wrestler and 
manage his career. Compete for the World Title every 
three weeks and win a championship belt, engraved 
plaque, or other prizes! 


Don’t get scammed by imitators that will take your 
money and run — the IWA created play-by-mail 


. Leg lock 
. Leg sweep 


. Manager interference 


. Monkey flip 

. Overhead toss 

. Pole ram 

. Reverse chin lock 
Rolling scissors 

. Rope burn 

. Russian sickle 

. Savate kick 

. Scissors gri 

. Shoulder breaker 


54. Slingshot 
55. Snap mare 


56 


. Step-over toe hold 


57. S$ 
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. Suplex 

. Surfboard 

. Turnbuckle smash 
. Wrist lock 


Power bomb 

. Power slam 

. Scorpion deathlock 
Sleeper 
Slingshot suplex 

. Spine buster 
Stunner 
Sunset flip 
Superplex 
Texas cloverleaf 


wrestling in 1985 and has been going strong 


ever since. Our prizes are better, our service.is 
better, and our prices are even lower than 
when we started! 


No one has the competition we do. 
Choose from over 8,000 oppo- 
nents in more than 60 leagues. 
managed by people from all over 
the world. Those managers 
have included movie stars and 
professional wrestlers, like 
everyone's favorite superhero, 
Shane “Hurricane” Helms! 


Use this coupon to create 
your imaginary wrestler. 
Send it with $3 for your first 
ten matches to: 

IWA CHALLENGE 


BOK 5275 
WILLOWICK, OH 44095 


eee 
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 


WRESTLER'S NAME (Do NOT USE ANY REAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES) 
° 
WEAR-DOWN HOLDS: Choose 10 of the holds at the left numbered 1-60. Only use a hold once. 
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SET-UP HOLDS: Choose 5 of the holds at the left numbered 61-90. Only use a hold once. 


1 2 3 4 a 5 


FINISHING HOLD: Create your own custom final maneuver or choose a hold from our list. 


quite a stir among the employees. While the editorial staffs of PW/ and its 

cousin publication The Ring don’t tend to be star-struck, the rest of our office 
Staff often crowd the celebrities for photos and autographs. Sugar Ray Leonard’s 1998 
visit stopped our workday at 2 o'clock. | remember being a little embarrassed by the 
commotion at first. Couldn't Sugar Ray go to the editorial office of a boxing magazine 
and not be pestered? But he didn’t mind; in fact, by the look on his face as he cheerful- 
ly posed and signed, | think he would have been disappointed if he weren't asked. 

Rey Misterio (sans mask) paid us a visit a year later, along with his buddy Konnan. 
It's a good thing he was with a guy that looks like a wrestler because, otherwise, the 
receptionist would not have believed he was who he claimed to be. He stands more 
than a foot shorter than this magazine's publisher, for crying out loud. Ring magazine 
editor Nigel Collins thought he was Konnan’s kid brother. 

Well, Nigel, Kid Misterio is now the champion of the (Smackdown) world. He never 
has trouble getting past receptionists, and a recent survey shows that 94.7 percent of 
boxing editors can distinguish him from Konnan’s little brother. But while he’s now a 
big star, nothing short of a medieval rack is going to make him into a BIG star. 

Sixty-three inches is Rey-Rey’s lot in life. He doesn’t have a problem with that. He 
can take pride in the fact that he’s done more, inch-for-inch, with his body than any- 
body in the history of this grand sport. His problem, however, is what other people do 
with his body. It’s uncomfortable to see him endure horrible beatings at the hands of 
inferior athletes like JBL, Mark Henry, and The Great Khali. And while he’s been able 
to escape with his title belt intact, his body is not quite as resilient. 

| asked my orthopedic surgeon (who | learned, after five visits for my age-decayed 
throwing shoulder, was a wrestling fan) what he thought about Misterio’s long-range 
prognosis. | expected a bad report, but not this bad. “He’s going to have a very difficult 
time of it by the time he’s your age,” said the doctor, who asked if | could leave his 
name out of this column because he’s not fond of discussing such matters without 
having examined the patient personally. (By the way, | do not feel compelled anymore 
to provide my age in the magazine; suffice it to say I’m older than Frank Ingiosi and 
Lisa Rocchi, but younger than both of their fathers.) 

The good doctor continued: “It’s not just the pounding he takes in the ring, which is 
bad enough. It’s the fact that he refuses to allow his injuries to heal. He's right back in 
there the next night taking even more.” 

Winning the championship—while the fulfillment of a life-long dream—may be the 
worst thing that ever happened to Misterio. Wrestling in a big man’s sport, he has 
always taken a lot of punishment. As a non-champion, though, he had the option to 
shut it down when things got really bad. As champion, he doesn’t have the option, and 
even if he did, you don’t allow yourself to wake up from a great dream with the hope of 
completing it another night. 

My fear for Rey is that he’s going to have a lot of sleepless, pain-filled nights in his 
future. 
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PRESS CONFERENCE: SHAWN MICHAELS 
Shawn Michaels has worked his way to legendary status 
over the course of his 22-year professional wrestling career. 
“The Icon” speaks on his success, Triple-H, and how he 
reconciles his on-screen angles with his personal life. 


OB WAN DAM: 

7 “WASTED” DAYS THAT CHANGED HIS LIFE 
The best thing that could have happened to Rob Van Dam 
at this point in his career at first appeared to be the most 
devastating. The WWE intensity was rekindled as he 
rehabbed his body, as well as his soul. 


CHRIS DANIELS GETS DEFENSIVE: 

CAN HIS OWN GREATNESS BE HIS UNDOING? 
TNA’s resident “Fallen Angel” has pushed himself to succeed 
throughout his entire career. However, his current strategy for 
challenging himself could prove to be the most costly. 


THE TRIPLE-H PARADOK: 

WHAT HE NEEDS HE CANNOT KEEP 
“The Game” has become arguably the most dominant 
wrestler of his generation. But he did not get to that point 
alone. Triple-H can win without outside assistance ... right? 


SUMMERSLAM RETROSPECTIVE: 

THE TOP 25 MATCHES OF ALL-TIME 
For the past 17 years, WWE has broken up the summer doldrums 
by putting on the least celebrated, and perhaps most impressive, 
of the “Big Four” pay-per-views. The best matches of WWE's 
midsummer classic are analyzed and ranked. 


THE ECW YEARS: 1992—2001 
Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, ECW has returned to the 
forefront of professional wrestling. Our staff examines the 
genesis of the industry’s first hardcore promotion. 


THE MID-YEAR REPORT 
ECW returned, WWE played hot potato with its world 
championships, and TNA continues to build momentum as it 
nears its one-year anniversary with Spike TV. This time last 
year, wrestling’s future was murky at best. What a difference 
half a year makes! 
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Jock autobiographies, for the most part, stink like dirty 
sweatsocks. They often read like they were churned out 
in an hour, the author’s objective being to detail how 
many times he’s gotten laid, gotten high, and gotten over 
on the coach. Throw in the obligatory admission to play- 
ing in the World Series/Super Bowl/NBA Finals while 
hung over, and—presto-we’'ve got literary litter des- 
tined not for the bestseller list, but the $2.99 bin at 
your local Barnes and Noble. 

Well, in an upset that rivals Su- 
perstar Billy Graham’s dethroning 
of WWWF World champ Bruno 
Sammartino in 1977, a jock has de- 
livered something on paper that’s 
actually worth reading. A jock, might 
we point out, who often wore a feath- 
ered boa into battle. That would be 
the brutally candid Graham, who tells 
his story in what's not just a fascinat- 
ing autobiography of an athlete, but a 
fascinating autobiography, period. 

Tangled Ropes (Pocket Books, 
$26), which was written with Keith Elliot 
Greenberg, gives us insight into a leg- 
endary ring personality whose life away 
from the squared circle, it turns out, was 
even crazier than the ever-twisting plots 
inside of it. As Eldridge Wayne Coleman, 

Graham was just another kid mocked for 

his acne. He eventually gained his self-worth through 
bodybuilding (he once bench-pressed 605 pounds with 
Arnold Schwarzenegger as his spotter), became a trav- 
eling preacher, worked as a bouncer, and played in the 
Canadian Football League. Then he found his calling. 

Graham takes us into a wrestling world of nutty char- 
acters, petty jealousies, surprising alliances, and back- 
room decisions that made and unmade careers. Forced 
by promoter Vince McMahon Sr. to drop the title to Bob 
Backlund after just 10 months on the throne, we watch 
Graham's depression over his demotion and his disillu- 
sionment with the business lead to drug abuse, the 
pawning of his wife’s jewelry, and even self-mutilation. 
The fact that Graham is alive today can be attributed to 
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two things: a 2002 liver transplant and the undying love 
of his soul mate, Valerie, who forever stood by her 
man—often when he was too drugged up or ill to even 
stand up himself. 

The book’s revelations range from the surreal (the 
Grand Wizard, Graham's turban-and-sunglasses-wear- 
ing shtick figure of a manager, stealing Superstar’s drugs 
for fear the police would raid the grappler’s hotel room) to 
the sad (the broke ex-titlist reduced to peeling away from 
the gas pumps without paying), the outrageous (appear- 
ing on national TV and falsely accusing a WWWF 
employee of sexual abuse), and the heart- 
wrenching (Graham’s son wondering if his 
/ own heart problems are related to his 


father’s steroid use, and Valerie, con- 
vinced her husband's low sperm count 
and infertility were caused by the juice, 
purposely trying to hurt him with the nee- 
+, dle as she reluctantly injected him with 

@ growth hormone yet again). 

The word “original” is overused, 
but Graham truly was that. He creat- 
ed his personality and ring name, it 

apr was his idea to bleach his hair and 
mw wear tie-dyed outfits, and he sport- 
AY ed a spectacular physique at a time 
SS) when many of his contemporaries 
trained on cigars and beer. He 
rapped before we knew what rap 
was, and he was the first heel that 
was nearly turned into a babyface 
by the public, not by some promotional angle. 
Through 22 chapters, one can’t help but keep 
thinking that Graham was born way too soon. Had he 
been a part of Vince McMahon Jr.’s polished product 
of the past two decades, “Grahamania” might have 
made “Hulkamania” look like bingo night at the Elk’s 
Lodge. And Superstar would have needed a spotter 
every time he lifted his wallet. 
We give it five suplexes out of five. 
—Jeff Ryan 
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10. The James Gang beats Team 3D at 
Sacrifice. 


9. Beth Phoenix debuts in WWE. 


8. Team USA beats 
Team Canada in a World 
X Cup tiebreaker match 
on Impact. 


7. Shelton Benjamin 
regains the I-C title. 


The following wrestling-related items were culled 
from the various wrestling-related Web sites—or 
were they? See if you can pick out the items that 
were actually reported on the Internet (which doesn’t 
necessarily mean that they’re true) and the ones we 
blatantly made up. The answers appear at the end of 
this column on page 9. 

1. After the recent brawl between Booker T and Ba- 
tista during a WWE commercial shoot, several wrestlers 
approached Booker and privately thanked him for stand- 
ing up to Batista. Several WWE wrestlers—on both the 
Raw and Smackdown brands—are said to be upset 
over Batista’s arrogant personality and lack of respect 
for the sport of wrestling. Booker won a lot of respect 
from the WWE locker room for not only standing up to 
one of the company’s top stars, but for also getting the 
best of him during the fistfight that followed. 

2. TNA management was very pleased with the In- 
ternet buzz created when they brought in former WCW 
stars Buff Bagwell, Lex Luger, and Rick Steiner in the 
weeks leading up to Sacrifice. In an effort to win over 
some of the old WCW audience that has seemingly 


6. Kevin Nash declares war on the X divi- 
sion. 


5. Steve Corino gets married. 


4. Mick Foley attacks his mentor, Terry 
Funk, on Raw. 


3. Christian beats Abyss in a “Full Metal 
Mayhem” match at Sacri- 
fice. 


2. Hulk Hogan to mar. 
ket energy drink. 


1. The Great Khali 
squashes Rey Misterio 
Jr. on Smackdown. 


stopped following wrestling 
altogether, Sid Vicious, Ernest 
Miller, Stevie Ray, and Juven- 
tud Guerrera have all been 
contacted about coming in 
over the summer. 

3. With See No Evil in the- 
aters, WWE is looking at 
some of its other stars to see 
who might also have box-of- 
fice appeal. Surprisingly, one 
of the top candidates for a film 
spinoff is Eugene. “Eugene is 
a very popular character with 
cult appeal,” said one WWE 
insider, who said the childlike superstar is under consid- 
eration for a film that would co-star Johnny Knoxville and 
Napoleon Dynamite star John Heder. 

4. TNA knockout Christy Hemme and WWE diva 
Candice Michelle both appeared on G4TV's coverage of 
the E3 videogame trade show, but the Playmates didn’t 
make a particularly great impression on attendees—at 
least not with those interested in the videogames they 
were supposed to be promoting. Neither Hemme nor 
Michelle knew anything about the products they were 
selling and came off looking like total airheads. 
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Bizarro 12 Questions With... The Great Khali 


“As Ultimate Fighting becomes bigger and big- 
ger, | bet you’ll probably see a lot more holds and 
people working holds. Holds are phenomenal. I’ve 
seen more 
bar fights end 
in a hold—not 
») a rest hold, 

} but a hold— 
just some guy 
| trying to 
choke out the 
other guy or 
something— 
rather than 
knockouts. 
People poo- 
poo on holds, 
but the rea- 
son they do is 
... they never 
used to be 
done with any 
degree of 
strain. People 
would just sit 
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in a hold, and it would be kind of dull. But if you’re 
working a hold and trying to choke somebody out, 
that’s very interesting when it’s done right. It’s very 
boring if it’s done poorly.” 

—Raven, speaking out on the fine art of sub- 
mission grappling, during a TNA/Spike TV con- 
ference call 


“| think my dad would be disgusted. | spoke to him 
a number of times before he died, and that was one 
of his fervent wishes, that the house and grounds be 
preserved as some sort of monument. This whole 
thing would have made him sick.” 

—Bruce Hart, as quoted in The Calgary Sun, on 
the city council’s plans to surround the famous Hart 
family home with condominiums 


“When | was first offered a contract by the WWE 
in the summer of 2004, it was a developmental deal. 
| turned it down and asked that they give me a cou- 
ple years so | can go to Japan and all over the world, 
just like people like Chris Benoit, Owen Hart, and my 
father did. This resulted in a lot of naysayers saying 
| was crazy, stupid, or just a complete liar. In just 
under two years, | have gone to Japan, Europe, all 
over the United States to become the best | can be. 
During that whole time, | could’ve been in OVW, and 
could still be there right now if | signed back then. 
But now, | am signed to an actual WWE roster, and 


have all this ex- - 
perience under | caption me! 
my belt, and can 
surpass the OVW Think you're a better writer than the editors at 
camp. Now who PWI? Here’s your chance to prove it, punk! This 
is the stupid or classic shot of the corpulent Speedo-clad Dusty 
crazy one?” Rhodes wading in the surf demands a short, 
—Harry Smith concise, and downright uproarious caption. If 
speaking out you think you're up to the task, e-mail your zany 
about his new quips to prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com, or 
WWE contract in slap a stamp on an envelope and snail-mail it 
an interview on to “Caption Me!” Box 1148, Fort Washington, 
Slam! Wresiling’s PA 19034. Three issues from now we'll share 
Web site. with you the best of the bunch—and the fun- 
nier the better. 


“| don’t have to watch it. Nothing’s changed. You 
just have to get up to.speed on who the pawns are. 
It’s a chess game. It’s the same pieces. You just 
have to know how to put together events and set up 
situations. I'll never forget what Sting told me when 
| went to WCW. He said, ‘Bill, the business has 
changed.’ It had, gince you used to get paid 
through the gate and the fans believed in it as a 
sport. Neither is true anymore. They all know it’s all 
a farce. Most of the guys today can’t fight in the 
ring, let alone back from the ring. They're just small 
cogs in a giant promotional tool.” 

—Habitual wrestling curmudgeon Bill Watts on 
why he no longer watches wresiling, in an interview 
on wrestlingobserver.com 


Second old lady 

from the right: “Zack 

Morris called. He 

wants his phone 

back!” 

—David Rogers, 
Tacoma, WA 


“The only reason 
you're on that bench 
now is because Mae 
Young refuses to The Midnight Express, tentatively titled the “Mid- 
work on Tuesdays!” day Nap Express.” 

—Cameron Stone, ‘—Alyssa White, Lowell, GA 

Windsor, Ontario 

“The new Dangerous Alliance has known hard- 

“’m Paul E. Dan-_ core since the first World War.” 

. gerously, and this is —WMike Sanchez, mrperfectfan@gmail.com — 
‘Extreme ... Championship ... Resting!” 
—Frank G. Lloyd Jr., Richwood, WV 


Answers to |! net i BY: 
After the funeral of ECW, Paul Heyman took to Items 2 and 3 are totally made up. 
the streets in an effort to find the reincarnation of 
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With Bill Meltzer 


[. REMAINS TO be seen if the appointment, but ECW booker 


new incarnation of ECW as a_ Paul Heyman has taken a proac- 
WWE brand extension will be a__ tive approach to the project. In an 
rousing success or a colossal dis- effort to create a product that will 


After returning from a 60-day 
suspension, Orton claimed his = 
absence was due to the reha- 
bilitation of his ankle after 
Angle broke it at a Smack- 
down show. Hopefully, his 
hardcore performance at 
ECW’s One Night Stand II was 
more convincing. 


wf 
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be distinct from Raw and Smack- 
down, but, by necessity, in line with 
the demands of both WWE and the 
Sci-Fi Channel, Heyman has 
tagged Kurt Angle as the central 
figure of the new ECW. In a thinly 
veiled challenge to both TNA and 
UFC, Heyman said Angle would be 
willing to take on anyone who com- 
petes in a four-sided ring, six-sided 
ring (TNA), or eight-sided ring 
(UFC). “Read into it,” said Heyman 
on the air. 

That immediately touched off 
rampant speculation as to who 
would be brought in to face Angle 
at One Night Stand. The rumor mill 
immediately churned out names 
ranging from TNA’s Rhino or X 
division competitor Homicide, to 
Ken Shamrock and former WWE 
Tough Enough winner and mixed 
martial artist Daniel Puder (who, 
as you may recall, surprised Angle 
with a Kimura chicken wing on 
Smackdown, touching off friction 
between the two of them). As a 
result, many fans were disappoint- 
ed when Angle’s open challenge 
opponent for ECW One Night 
Stand turned out to be Randy 
Orton, fresh off his WWE suspen- 
sion, which was listed as a broken 
ankle for storyline purposes. After 
all, Angle and Orton had already 
met several times on the WWE’s 
two brands. And, unlike the univer- 
sally respected Angle, many hard- 
core fans had a hard time accept- 
ing the notion of Orton being an 
ECW wrestler. 

Realistically, though, ECW’s 
options were limited. With the 
exception of Rhino, TNA has most 
of its top stars signed to long-term 
deals. For many hardcore fans, an 
ECW match pitting the likes of A.J. 
Styles or Samoa Joe against 
Angle would be a dream match, yet 
it's not realistic in the foreseeable 
future. TNA isn’t about to let their 
top guys walk right now. Likewise, 
given the conflicting agendas of 
WWE and Shamrock and the mutu- 
al tension between Angle and 
Puder, it would be virtually impossi- 
ble to get both men in the ring 


together without a bona fide blood- 
bath ensuing. 
Nevertheless, despite 
’ already legendary promo 
on Raw trashing WWE-style “sports 
entertainment” and the intelligence 
of fans that enjoy it, the new ECW 
already has a decidedly heavy- 
handed WWE feel to it. For 
instance, ECW talent relations 
coordinator 
reports directly to WWE Vice 
President of Talent Relations 
. According to sources, 
independent wrestlers seeking 
ECW contracts have been told 
they’re unlikely to be hired unless 
they’re at least 6’2” and 250 pounds 
or more. 
One former ECW figure that will 
not be participating in either ECW 
or Smackdown matches for a while 


Booker T, disturbed by 
the allegedly blatant dis- 
respect by Batista of the 
business and fellow 
wrestlers, stood up to 
the significantly larger 
“Animal.” Word around 
the WWE locker room is 
that Booker T made his 
point heard. 


is . Nursing a shoul- 
der injury and needing to tend to his 
wife, , who is recuperating 
from major neck surgery, Benoit is 
taking time away from the ring. As 
of press time, he had not targeted a 
return date. is also 
hurting. Gutting it for weeks on an 
injured knee, Misterio finally sched- 
uled arthroscopic knee surgery 
after ECW One Night Stand and 
will be out of action for several 
weeks. 

In other news: WWE ring 
announcer suffered a 
sprained wrist during Raw when 

bounced off the 
ropes and accidentally knocked her 
off the apron. She was taken to the 
hospital for precautionary X-rays. At 
the same taping, 
suffered a broken jaw while 


wrestling and had to 
undergo oral surgery. Phoenix will 
miss about two months ... At press 
time, is getting set to return 
to Smackdown from his third 
surgery to repair a torn triceps. But 
even before he stepped back into 
the ring, he got into a highly publi- 
cized behind-the-scenes altercation 
with while 
» filming a commer- 
cial for the upcom- 
ing SummerSlam 
pay-per-view. Accord- 
ing to WWE.com’s version, Batista 
and Booker T got into a knock- 
down, drag-out fight on the set of 
commercial shoot. “The fight lasted 
at least five minutes. It was a brutal, 
bloody, vicious affair,” says Director 
of WWE Television Promotions 
... Ina recent inter- 
view with SunSport, 
ruffled a lot of feathers. Hogan 
claimed has 
already guaranteed him a headline 
spot at WrestleMania 23 next April 
in Detroit, 20 years after Hogan’s 
legendary WrestleMania III main 
event with in the 
same city. Hogan claimed the spot 
would be his, whether or not 
was his opponent, and then 
threw down the gauntlet for Austin 
to agree to the match. Then, in one 
fell swoop, Hogan proceeded to 
trash, among others, 
; , and old nemesis 
Hogan’s 
WrestleMania | co-headliners 
and 
recently reunited in New York to 
film a commercial for the new 
Trivial Pursuit game called Totally 
roUS vere was recently 
cleared of all charges in his much- 
publicized road rage incident in 
North Carolina. The case was dis- 
missed after several scheduled wit- 
nesses failed to appear in court. 
Flair, who recently signed a one- 
year contract extension with WWE, 
had been charged with two misde- 
meanor accounts of simple assault 
and destroying personal property 
... TNA officials are breathing a 
huge sigh of relief that a knee injury 


/ 
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suffered by in a match 
against would not 
require surgery. During an /mpact 
taping held one day after the pro- 
motion’s successful Sacrifice pay- 
per-view event, Joe sustained a 
first-degree tear of his posterior cru- 
ciate ligament and a second- 
degree tear of his medial collateral 
ligament. However, he did not tear 
his anterior cruciate ligament, which 
would have required reconstructive 
surgery and a prolonged absence 
from the ring. As it is, the estimated 
recovery time is two months. The 
knee was originally injured in a 
Ring of Honor match with 

and aggravated in the 
match against Young. 


Finally, our condolences go out 

to the friends and families of 

and , 
Ramos passed away on May 27 
from complications stemming from 
a shoulder infection. Yuma (real 
name ) passed on 
May 23 following a long bout with a 
lung infection. 

Ramos spent his entire career 
inciting the ire of the fans and tar- 
geting the top fan favorites of his 
era, including ; 

, and 
. Wrestling primarily out of the 
Pacific Northwest territory, Ramos 
traveled the world plying his trade, 
making stops at various spots in the 
territory circuit, Australia, and the 


WWWFE. The high point of Ramos’ 
career would come when he com- 
peted in the main event of the first 
wrestling card ever held in the new 
Madison Square Garden in 1968. 
Although Ramos would fail to defeat 
Sammartino for the WWWF title that 
evening, his legacy was cemented 
as a career rulebreaker. 

Yuma wrestled almost exclusive- 
ly in the southwestern United 
States, making only a few brief 
appearances outside of his home 
territory in Arizona. Yuma would go 
on to hold various NWA titles 
throughout the western territories. 
The end of his career saw him team 
with father-in-law and fellow Arizona 
wrestling legend, HE 


Bull Ramos (pummeling La Pantera Negra in Los Angeles in 1971) died on May 27 after experi- 
encing complications from a shoulder injury. 
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ee Championship Belt 


Center Plate Spins 


Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica 
(WWEB29) $349.00 (WWEDB27) $499.00 (wwesKon $199.00 


Ultra-Deluxe Replica 
(WWEUDB17) $499.00 


eWorld Tag Team oo Belt 


.00 


Deluxe sta 
(WWEDB2 
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ameplat 
Blank - William Regal » hes Tren « Christian 


The Hurricane + 


Adult-Size Replica 

{WWEB16) $249.00 
id-Size Replica 

(WWEBK16) $119.00 


‘We Winged Eagle 
World Champion 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB17) $249.00 
Kid-Size Replica 
(WWEBK{17) $119.00 


» Deluxe Replica |:kut 
(WWEDB17) $399. 00 
Mini Replica 
Belt Version $35.00 


1986 World 
plonship Belt 


i 
(ivebe%e $399.00 


(WWENINITE) $35.00 


Adult-Size Replica with: 
black strap (WWEB30) 
blue strap ot 
$269.00 ea 
Deluxe ois 
(WWEDB30) nee 00 
Kid-Size ica 
'WWEBK30) $119.00 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB13) $249.00 


(WWEBK13) $ 


$269. 
Deluxe Replica 
(WWEMINI3OB) $35.00 


Adult-Size Replica 


Kid-Size Replica 
119.00 


(WWEDB31) $399.00 
1985-1998 World se Team Belt 


Kid-Size 
(WWEBK25) $149.00 


Mini 


) $399.00 ce $60.00 


epi 
(WWEBK10) $119.00 
Deluxe Replica 
(WWEDB10) $399.00 
Mini Reptica 
(WWEMINITO) $35.00 


N.. Tag Team Championship Belt 


Deluxe Replica 
WWEDB13) $399.00 


Mini Replica (yetiow strap) 
(WWEMINI31Y) $35.00 


Adult-Size Replica _ Deluxe Replica Ultra-Deluxe Replica Kid-Size Replica 
$269.00 (WWEDB12) $399.00 (WWEUDB12) $599.00 (WWEKB12) $119.00 
(WWEMINI32) $35.00 
Adult- 
B20) $249.00 
eluxe Replica 
'WWEDB20) $399.00 
id-Size Replica 
WWEBK20 


Adult-Size Replica 
WWE Winged Eagle (WWEUDB30) (WWEB15) $249.00 
WWE Classic Intercontinental (WWEUDB31) 
WCW Classic Heavyweight (WCWUDB8) 
WCW United States (WCWUDB3) 
ECW ae eons) 


Deluxe Replica 


IWWE Smoking Skull (WWEUDB15) (WWEDB15) $399.00 


WWE 1986 World Championship (WWEUDB32) 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB23) $249.00 


Deluxe Replica 
(WWEDB23) $399.00 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB22) $249.00 


: : Deluxe Replica 
Deluxe Replica Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica i 
wweDBt®) $299.00 {WWEBT8) $24.00 eae $399.00 (WWEDB22) $399.00 
fin lica ini Replica 
(WWEBK19) $119.00 (WENN INI19) $35.00 (WWEBRIG) $119.00 _ 


‘4. $S Million Dollar Belt $$ 


(WWEB32) $269.00 

Deluxe Replica 

CVED6S8 Ste0.0 
ini Replica 


Adult-Size Replica 


Adult i Re; Tica 
ECWB2) $225.00 
ene, eplica 
ECWDBz2) $3: 


Ow. Television 
Champion 
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leplica 
(ECWMINI2) $35.00 


Eaw. Tag Team 
Champion 


et oH iV see ten 


wy ewe 
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tors esos 
Kid-Size Replica $119.00 
Cruiserweight (WCWBK4) 


Hear it (WCWBK1) 
World Television (WCWBKS) 


Adult-Size Replica a 49.00 
Adult-Size Belt Replica $399.00 (WWEDB33) Deluxe Replica ul a 


Personalized Replica Belt Nameplates 2 waste & ee Adult Size, Cra 


: 7 4 Belts that hove 
ROBERT JOHNSON) etec0 


les. Plea 
soci ike the style and size 
eit the nameplate is for. 


Nemepletes availeble: (World Heavyweight Champion oly) 
The Rock - Chris Jeriche » Booker T » Ric Flair 


Adult-Size Replica 
(WCWB8) $269.00 


Championship 
1991-93 Era Belt 


Adult-Size & Kid-Sizg he ranioley Bele tpctee ie | Deluxe Championship Replica Belts 


Adultsize and kid-size exact-scale replicas "Ye tear tie eee All deluxe belts are full-size. Straps are made of || 


Hon Ts made metal and i is 2 AR thick. Th The fepica S al a4 Fe enuine leather. All medallions are made of metal 


dult-size replica fits up to a 46-inch waist a u at is 2mm thick. Each deluxe belt fits up to a 46-|/ 
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we Rey Mysterio“ Replica Masks 


These are exact-scale replicas molded from Rey Mysterio’s actual mask. 


Black (WWEREPLICAMASK03) 
Silver (WWEREPLICAMASK04) 
Red REPLICAMASK05) 
White JEREPLICAMASKO06) 
Yellow (WWEREPLICAMASKO7) 


Gold 
Camofia 
Red & 


(WWEREPLICAMASKO0S) 


AWWEREPLICAMASKAI} 
REPLICAMASK11) 


Red & Green (WWEREPLICAMASK12) 


(WWEREPLICAMASK21) 
(WWEREPLICAMASK22} 
(WWEREPLICAMASK23) 
(WWEREPLICAMASK24) 
(WWEREPLICAMASK25) 
(WWEREPLICAMASK26) 
(WWEREPLICAMASK28) 


Fire Engine Red (WWEREPLICAMASK27) 


Wes eer’ 21 
a Mask 


The Great American Bashe PY Series 6 


‘Torrie Wiksom (WWEJOOISO) 


SwmarerSiame PPY Series 7 
Ed; 'WEJONI22) | $15.00 cach 


EJOOS06) 
Ultimate Warner (WWEJ00S07) 


Classic Sepersiars Series 8 
Le Se Jr. (WWEJO0S13) 


(WWE 
Jon b Lawler (WWEJOOIS) 
Brusier Brody (WWEJO0516) 
Chief Jay Streazhow (WWEJOOSI7) 
Vader (WWEJOOSI2) 


Hetlywood Hogan (n Wo) (WWEJOOSII) 


Classic Superstars Series 9 
om {WAVEJOS20) 
PHOS 22 
The Godfather WWEJMS24) 
Akcemn (WWEIOOS26) 
CWIEJ00527) 
Hawk (WEI00S35) 
Ric Flair (WWEJ00S29) 


‘Arenafine 2 Packs Series 10 
Trish Stratus & 

Christian (WWEJO0399) 
The Bashamns (WWEJOO400) 


‘Adrenaline 2 Packs Sertes 11 

Billy Kidman vs 

Pau! Loadon (WWEJO0402) 

Joho Cena vs Funaki (WWEIOMON) 
Poul Heyman & 

Heidenreich (WWEJOBI04) 
Complete Set of 3 (WWEJ0O4S) 


ar aha ke) 


ay BJO TA) 
Sele renier & 
Kob Conway (WWEJOOMIS) 


Adrenaline 2 Packs Series 16 
Joba Cena & 


‘$5.00 cach 


S15.08 cach 


$15.00 each 


$15.00 cach 
$15.00 cach 
$15.00 cach 
$15.00 cach 


S1S.00 cach 
$15.00 cach 
$15.00 cach 
$15.00 cach 
$15.00 cach 
$15.00 cach 
$15.00 cach 


‘S15.00 cach 


s act 
$15.08 cach 


$20.09 cach 
$20.00 cach 


$20.00 cach 
$20.00 cach 


$20.08 cach 
‘$50.00 set 


$20.00 set 
STROO set 


Real Scale Ring 
$65.00 each 
(WWESS200) 


Aetaiess Aggression” Sertes 15.5 
Eric Bischott (WWEJOO197) 
Simoe Deas (WWEJOOL99) 
Heidenreich (WWESRROL) 
‘Seutty 2 Hotty (WWEJ00202) 


Ruthless Aporession™ Sertes 16 
Undertaker (WWEJ00208) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 16.5 
Jobn Cena (WWEJ00212) 

Shawn Michaels (WWEJ00214) 
Viscera (WWEJOO217) 


Ruthless Aguression™ Series 17 
Nunzio (WWEJ002205 
Hardeore Holly (WWES22) 
Steven Richards (WWEJO 
Orlando Jordan (WWES 

Past Londow (WWEJ00224) 
Tajeri (WWEJOO225) 

Complete set of 6 (WWEJO0236) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 17.5 
Batista (WWEJ00227) 


John Cena (WWESO0228) 
The Hurricase (WWEJO0231) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 19 
Rey Mysterio (WWEJO06S1) 
Conway (WWEJ00642) 
Randy Orion (WWEJO0643) 
Ken Kennedy (WWEJ00644) 
Chris Benoit (WWEJO0635) 
Kort Angke (WWPJ00626) 
Complete set of 6 (WWEJO0647) 


hutniess Aggression” Series 
Hoogeyrana CW FJ006S0) 
Hooker T (WWESOM6S1) 

Ric Flair (WWEJ00652) 

Tyson Tomko (WWEJON6S3) 
Kid Kash (WWEJO06S4) 

Chris Masters (WWEJ00688) 
‘Complete Set of 6 (WWEJO06S6) 


Delaxe™ Series 2 


(WWESEPLGAMASK! 5) 


Chets Jericho (WWEJOOIZS) 
Batista & JBL (WWEJOOA29) 


Ruthless Appresston” Series 11 
Hatists (WWEJOO138) 
Eugene (WWEJO0149) 


$20.00 set 


Kame (WWEJO0241) 
$20.00 set 


Rey Mysterio (WWEJ00242) 
Undertaker (WWEJO0243) 
Edge (WWEJO0244) 

Cartito (WWEJ00245) 

Hooker T (WWEJ00246) 
Coonplete Set of 6 (WWEJO0247) 


15.00 cach 
cach, 


SIS. cach 
S1S.00 cach 
SISO cach 
SISO cach 
SISO cach 


Classic 

Rocky Maivia (WWEJ00S31) 

Mr. Perfect (WWEJ00S32) 

Harley Race (WWEJ00S33) 

Greg Vateatine (WWEJOOS34) 
Desty Rhodes (WWEJO0S35) 
Bruno Sammartino (WWEJ00536) 
Sabu (WWEJO8537) 

‘Gorilla Monsoon (WWEJOOS38) 
Complete set of 8 (WWEJOOSS9) 


Beajamia (WWESOOIT4) 
erero (WWESOONTS) 


Ruthless Aggression” Ser! 


tes 
Mark Jindrak (WWEJO0192) SIS.00 cach 


i $15.00 each 
pba ety Rey : 2 $15.00 each 


) 
WWEREYMASKKIDO2 $15.00 cach 


Rey Mysterio 


Mask (Pink) Mask 
WWEREYMASKKIDOS WWEREYMASKRIDOG 


WY, Exclusive Wrestlingsuperstore.com Jakks Action Figure Belts 
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Women's Championship Belt WWEJMBIO 


YW, Cruiserweight Championship Belt 


stn |” 8 Jaks Toy Bells 
IMAGE GOMING SOON ¥ RAW Spinning Championship Belt (WWEBELT23) 
Classic 1986 Heavyweight Championship Belt ita Tag Team Championship Belt (WWEBELT26) 


¥E, “Spinning” plonahip Belt 


WEIMB06 
United States aoe O “Spinning” Belt 


WWEJMBOS 


Raw® World Tag Team Championship Belt 
WWEJMBO4 


Intercontinental Championship Belt WWEJMBO3 
Undisputed Heavyweight Championship Belt 
WWEJMBO02 


WWEJMBIL Hardcore Championship Belt (WWEBELT24) 
Million Dollar Championship Belt (WWEBELT25) 
YW. Undisputed Championship Belt (WWEBELTO1) 
¥, Cruiserweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT02) 
The Rock’s Brahma Bull Belt (WWEBELT07) 
yf European Championship Belt (WWEBELTII) 
Y Intercontinental Championship Belt (WWEBELT09) 
yf Light-Heavyweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT12) 
YW World Heavyweight Championship Belt (WW ESET AD 
Stone Cold Smokin’ Skull Belt (WWE 
United States Championship Belt (WWEBE 7) 
SmackDown!® ¥f, Tag Team Championship Belt (WWEBELT22 
Set of any 6 belts WWEJMBO7 $15.00 set eS HC Ylassic Winged Eagle Championship Belt (WWEJAKKSBELT2 3) 


Classic Winged Eagle Championship Belt 
WWEJMBI2 


Classic Intercontinental Championship Belt 
WWEIMBI3 


World Heavyweight Championship Belt 


WES) 
WWEJMBOI United States Championship Belt WWEJMBI4 


Set of any 12 belts WWEJMBOS $25.00 set JERE Tag Team Ch: ship Belt WWEJMBIS Classic Intercontinental Championship Belt (WWEJAKKSBELT24) 
wi Mi Bo ed EIMBIS I Classic Tag Team Championship Belt (WWEBELT10) 
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Boogeyman (WWEP270) 

Randy Orton (collage) (WWEP213) 
Batista (collage) (WWEP218) 

‘Torrie Wilson (studio shot) (WWEPO16) 
‘Torrie Wilson (black bikni) (WWEPI91) 
Victoria (studio) (WWEPI35) 

‘Trish Stratus (studio shot) (WWEPO18) 
Stacy Keibler (green suit) (WWEPI3 
Evolution (new group shot) (WW! 

Rey Mysterio (arms crossed) (WWEP020) 
Ric Flair (in robe) (WWEPO25) . Coma tus 
Shawn Michaels (slamming Ric Flair) (WWEP029) {ita (in net shirt) (WWEP0066) 
Chris Jericho (with vest) (WWEPO31) 
Undertaker (falling on John Cena) (WWEPO035) 
John Cena (with U.S. Title) (WWEP193) 
Shawn Michaels (kneeling) (WWEPL70) 
Undertaker (entrance) (WWEPI8S) 

Batista (facing Snitsky) (WWEP201) 

Rey Mysterio (with car) (WWEPIS7) 

Kane & Big Show (WWEP279) 

JBL (in Limo) (WWEPI80) 

Edge (at entrance) (WWEP144) 

Batista (holding belt) (WWEP225) 

John Cena (Chain Gang jersey) (WWEP224) 
John Cena (Word Life Shirt) (WWEP220) 
Shawn Michaels (collage) (WWEP212) 

Bobby Lashley (WWEP271) 


MNM (WWEP272) 
John Cena (studio) (WWEP097) 


Kurt Angle (studio) (WWEP090) 
Eddie Guerrero (holding belt) (WW 
Rob Van Dam (studio) (WWEPO87) 
Big Show (bald look) (WWEP163) 
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Batista 
(WWEPEXO1) 


John Cena 
(WWEPEX02) 


Jerry Lawler (WW 
ty 2 Hotty (WW 


loria (WWE 
hawn Michaels (WW 
Rey Mysterio (White Mask) 
Batista (WWEAUTO45) 


Lilian jarcia (WW 

Torrie Wilson (WW: 

John Cena (Word Life S| 

Shelton Benjamin (WWEA\ 
; E. 


Candice Michelle (WY 

John Cena (With Camo Hat) 
John Cena (With Belt) (WW! 

Paul London (WWEAUTO42) E 

Kurt Angle (WW 

Matt Hardy (WWE; 


Je 

Lita (WWEAUTO27) 
Rey Mysterio (WW: 
Mic! 


Melina (WWEAL 
h Stratus (WWE 
Steve Austin (WW. 


Stacy Keibler (Bra & Panties Match) (WWEP096) 


Chris Benoit (doing Crossface) (WWEP0062) 


» Exclusive 8x10 Photos 


Available in both actual size and in 
kid size! Now you can be a true Chain Gai 
Soldier with the official John Cena Chain Gang 
Soldier Spinning Replica Pendant! This is an exact 
replica of the pendant worn by Cenaon . 

! Television. The pendant is adorned with over 500 
faux diamonds and has a three-dimensional spin- 
ning center plate showcasing the Chain Gang 
Soldier logo. The side of the pendant features 
Cena’s “You want some, come get some” slogan 
in three-dimensional lettering. The pendant comes 
with a wooden.) collector’s case. 


ize ahh) $199.00 each 
(WWERPKIDO2) FE Rutten 


Rey Reece 
(619) 


Actual S 
Kid Size 


Miss Jackie (cheerleader) (WWEP09S) 


EP092) 


John Cena 
(Logo) 
(WWEPENDANTOL7) | WWEPENDANTON) 


Carlito 
(Apple) 


(WWEPENDANTA9) 


Wi Pendants $15.00 each 


PENDANTO42) Randy Orton (RKO) (WWEPE 
Batista (WWEPENDANTO32) 
DANTOL) 2 sar 
HBK (crossed swords) (WWEP 
Undertaker (symbol) (WWEP! 
010) Triple H (symbol) (WWEPEND. 
Cena (Word Life logo) (WWEPE: 
1008) Edge (symbol) (WWEP! NT 
Triple H logo pendant (WWEP 
017) John Cena (Word Life) (WY 
NTOI9) Carlito (Apple) (WWEPENDAN 


S Exclusive T-Shirts 


Sizos available: ADULT: M, L, XL, XXL 


KIDS: M (10-12), L (14-16), 3 20) 


Divas 
Adult Sire (WWEATEXOY) 
Kid-Sire (WWEKTEXOS) 


Rey Mysterio 
(Miask 


(WWEPENDANTOAS) 


Rey Mysterio (spinning) (WW 
‘ane mask pendant (WWEP! 
'y Keibler pendant (W¥ 


Triple H logo pendant (WWEPE 
Shawn Michaels HBK pendant (WWEPE 


(WWEAUTOS4) 


Adult-Size (WWEATENO2) 
Kid-Sive (WWERTENOD) 


s Adelt-Stre (WWEATENO3) 
(WWEAUTOS6) Kid-Sue (WWERTEXON 


EAUTOS0) 


Kid Sure 


Vengeance 2005 
AWWEDVD27) $30.00 tombstone: The History 


WWEDYVD33) $25.00 lof The Undertake 
(WWEDYDA5) $25.00] sferey 2005 


Shawn Michaels: From the Vault . 


Shirts Sizes available: ADULT: M, L, XL, XXL 


$20.00 each 


Joba Cena 
(witty Bett) 
(WWRATAZ), 


Cartite 
RUC 
(WAWEATE22) 


(619, Hands et) 
(WWEAT420) 


Shetion Benjamin 
{Ain't No Stoppin® Me} 
(WIVRAT #05) 


Muth Hepa 
(Hstkameania) 
(WWEATSIS) 


(Atti jar anterd) 


WwW Authentic TV Shirts 
Sizes Available: ADULT: M, L, XL, 


Jota Cena Batista Randy Orton 
(Vath Laryalty Repent (Unleashed) (Red RKO logo) 
(WWEATTVIG) (WWEATIV IGS) (WWEATIVI70) 


& 


aS 
[——} 


Tripke Ht 
(King OF Kings) 
(WWEATIVITI, 


Rob Van Dam 
(Me, Monday Night) 
(WWEATIVETZ) 


Carlito Rey My 
(Spit or Swruttow) 


(WWEATTV 167) (WWEATTVIG®) 
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(WWEATTVITY: 


Pick Your Poisonuag 


(WWEDYD35) $.0.00 WrestleMania I-V Box 


TE wre” 
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Mexicaoly 
(Picture) 
(WWEATSLN 


$25.00 each 
: South of the Borde 


No Way Out 2004. 


) $25.00 Unforgiven 200. 


WWE! VD36) $25.00 Rise & Fall of ECW. 
AWWEDYVD38) $25.00 No Mercy 2 
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WWEDVDS0) $35.00} | pmapeddon 2004. 
4wy 


“t 


The Great American Bash 2004. 
Vengeance 2004. 

Chris Benoit: Hard Knocks. 
SummerSlam 2004. 

Shawn Michaels: Boyhood Dream. 
History af WrestleMania, 
Judgment Day 2005. 

ECW One Night Stand. 

The Superstar Billy Graham Sto 
Divas Do New York. 


(WWEATIVIGS) 
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_John Cena US 


DANTO40) 


DANT039) 
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With SummerSlam almost upon us, did you realize 
that we’ve passed the one-year anniversary of Matt 
Hardy’s stunning return to WWE. Note to Matt: Not 
that you’re going to want to hear this again, but you 
were warned that this would happen. 

It's been one year since that rambunctious rebel from 
North Carolina started crashing Raw (somehow getting 
past security and almost getting to the ring to attack Edge 
and Lita on multiple occasions). He’d curse WWE head of 
talent relations John Laurinaitis (Johnny Ace), work in an 


By Dave Lenker 


audible plug for Ring of Honor (one of 
the employers of the then-freelancing 
Hardy), and leave us all shocked. Did- 
n't he say he was through with WWE 
after being fired? Wasn't he about to 
sign with and debut for TNA? 

Oh no, he fooled us all and was 
soon back under WWE contract. 

As editor-in-chief of PW/ at the 
time, | led the charge to give Hardy 
his first-ever full cover shot (Decem- 
ber 2005 issue of The Wrestler). | be- 
lieved him to be the hottest guy in the 
game. The accompanying story speculated about how 
Hardy would fare once the feud with his former real-life 
good pal Edge and former real-life girlfriend Lita (who 
had a real-life steamy affair with the married-in-real-life 
Edge) cooled down. Would he be able to control his 
rage and challenge for the WWE title? 

| don’t think anyone needs me to recap the details of 
that tawdry tryst between Edge and Lita (or, shall we 
say, Adam and Amy, as Hardy shockingly told us their 
real names). But I’m guessing Matt started wondering 
about his decision to shun TNA and return due to WWE 
before the end of SummerSlam, at which the referee 
stopped his match with Edge to what was termed 
excessive blood loss, although it was hardly ex- 
cessive by WWE standards. He had his moments 
in the Edge feud, but by early-October, he’d 
dropped a loser-gets-totally-screwed-by-getting- 
shipped-to-Smackdown match live on Raw. 

If | remember correctly, the skeptics told 
Hardy he’d be relegated back to mid-card sta- 
tus soon enough, that whatever enemies he 
reportedly had behind the scenes would see to 
that. The main-event matches would remain 
elusive, and it would be same-old, same-old 
for “The Sensei Of Mattitude.” 

Actually, that may not be the case at all. | 
checked some recent Matt Hardy match results. 
3 |’m not sure he’s even much of a mid-carder any- 
more. He recently scored a very decisive tele- 
vised win over former partner Road Warrior An- 
imal, but what's a Road Warrior doing in WWE in 
2006 anyway? He was also fodder for 2006 King 
j_ of the Ring winner Booker T. Also scored a mon- 
umental win over Sylvan, who, much to my sur- 
prise, is still employed by WWE. 

The worst news that | could find saw Matt bat- 
tle OVW regular K.C. James to a no-contest on a 
house show in British Columbia over Memorial 
Day weekend. It’s not that Hardy’s skills have 
eroded to the point that he can’t handle a green- 


It’s been over one year since Matt Hardy returned to WWE full-time follow- horn like James. The no-contest came as a result 
ing his shocking release. What does the former tag specialist have to show of The Great Khali interjecting himself into the 
for it: a move to Smackdown and a slew of disappointing finishes. Hardy is ; E 

a far cry from being the “hottest player in the game” that many—including proceedings and destroying both men. 


Dave Lenker—believed he would become. 


16 a PWia 


Might have been better to have lost clean to 


James, as nothing screams, “Your career is headed 
south fast!” like news that you're going to be squash 
fodder for Vince McMahon's latest monster heel pro- 
ject. Heck, when | looked back further, | was reminded 
that Hardy couldn’t even dominate his first feud after 
getting shifted to Smackdown, as JBL crunched him 
at Armageddon 2005. 

In case you've been otherwise occupied on Monday 
nights during the last year, you’ve undoubtedly noticed 
that Edge’s star has risen at a steep angle in the last 
year, with Lita—who’s own in-ring career has all but 
ended—holding on tightly to his coattails. | suppose it 
was the optimist in me that hoped against my good 
judgment that Hardy would ride this strange scandal 
and enjoy a decent run as a WWE main-eventer. It 
obviously hasn’t happened and isn’t going to happen. 

Strangely enough, however, the very loud cheers 
and chants in support of Matt continue at WWE events 
all over the world. There’s still something special about 
this young man. He probably made the wrong career 
decision on a lot of levels a year ago. But | think WWE 
ought to realize it wasted a fair amount of money by 
re-signing him just to humble him. 

Any chance Paul Heyman could get another pick 
from the Smackdown roster? 


Since revisiting that Matt Hardy cover story brought 
back so many wonderful (*cough*) memories, | thought 
I'd recall another feature of the recent past. This one 
came from PW/ (July 2005, “Kevin Nash: Is It Too Late 
To Repair His Legacy?”). In that one, we pointed out 
that although it was likely too late, Nash deserved props 
for trying to clean-up his rather tainted legacy (read: 
dying days of WCW) by not sleepwalking through a feud 
with Jeff Jarrett over the NWA title. Heavy praise, 
indeed, but “Big Sexy” had just turned in his best match 
in years (read: legitimate full effort) in a losing effort 
against Jarrett at TNA’s Against All Odds 2005. 

Skip ahead to October 2005, and it looked like 
Nash's career was over when heart trouble forced him 
out of a TNA PPV rematch against Jarrett at the last 
moment. | thought TNA the better for not having Nash 
on the roster any longer. 

Now here we are, less than a year later, and 
Nash is healthy and back in TNA and feuding with 
... Chris Sabin? 

No offense to Sabin, who has a ton of talent, but 
I've always viewed him as the perfect example of a 
generic X division wrestler. Something about his 
look and the fact that I’ve always had trouble dis- 
tinguishing him from Matt Bentley/Michael Shane. 

Maybe this is why Nash targeted him upon his 
return. He is your standard smallish X division guy. 
But if Nash truly did refer to Chris Benoit as a “van- 
illa midget” during their days in WCW together, 


Kevin Nash has never really taken smaller wrestlers seriously 
throughout his tumultuous career, which is obviously the basis 
for the ire he currently directs toward the X division. Yet, if “Big 
Sexy” is not successful in this campaign, the entire X division 
roster stands to benefit. 


imagine what he must think of Sabin. 

Somehow, Sabin and Nash became bitter enemies 
after May's Sacrifice PPV, at which Nash dismembered 
several X men at the end of the World X Cup gauntlet 
and did his best to turn the division into a joke in the 
span of a minute or two. At a subsequent TV taping, 
however, Nash actually ran from Sabin, adding intrigue 
to their approaching PPV showdown. It got me to think- 
ing that this legacy salvation thing might be more than a 
magazine headline to big Kev. He might want to show us 
he is capable of giving back to a business that once 
allowed him to become extremely rich and embarrass- 
ingly lazy. Heck, Sting and Scott Steiner are doing their 
part to make Samoa Joe a star, and Jeff Jarrett hasn't 
felt the need to be NWA World champ in several months. 
Maybe this unselfishness stuff is contagious in Orlando. 

Kevin Nash might really make a star out of Chris 
Sabin, and not in the way he made Rey Misterio Jr. a 
“star” by losing to him in WCW once. 

Just remember, of course, that this comes from a 
guy who had Matt what’s-his-name-again moving 
up to the WWE penthouse last summer. What do | 
know anyway? O 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Brandi Mankiewicz 
herself. They do not necessarily reflect 
the editorial views of this magazine.) 


By Brandi Mankiewicz 


Dear Queen Brandi and her subjects at 
London Publishing, 
Is that really Giant Dalip Singh that 
I saw on Smackdown on Friday? In the 
words of Gregory Helms, “Wazzup- 
widdat?” Really now, 
Giant Singh—or Khali as 
he now wants to be 
known—was ranked num- 
ber 408 in 2002, and I | 
believe he was also one of 
the top 30 indy prospects 
that same year. Then noth- 
ing. I haven’t seen or 
heard from him since 
(except for his appearance 
in The Longest Yard). So 
what has he been up to in 
between then and now? If 
you think about it, Raw 
has the Big Show and now 
Smackdown now has its 
giant too. 
Thank you, 
STEVE } 


Dear Steve, 

Let’s see ... Giant 
Singh ... where was he? 
Oh, yes, I remember! He 
was the behemoth who 
twice flapjacked 5’7”, | 
185-pound Brian Ong 
during a beginner’s class 
at All Pro Wrestling’s 
school back on May 28, } 
2001. Ong’s parents suc- 
cessfully sued APW for 
$1.3-million over their 
son’s death. How better 
to punish a big, awkward 


moose than to give him a contract 
with Smackdown? I hope he’s 
learned about safety and proper exe- 
cution since that horrible day. 


Dear Brandi, 

I’ve been a wrestling fan for a long 
time, and I have a few questions to ask. 

First: Does Vince McMahon care 
about his company? I mean, he keeps 
guys like Sho Funaki and screws guys 
like Ultimo Dragon, Goldberg, Brock 
Lesnar, etc. 

Second: Does he ever watch old 
WCW pay-per-views, or Nitro and 
ECW tapes? If he would do that, he 
would learn something about how his 
company is sinking—and he is the 
cause of it! 

Third: In WWE, where are the tag 
teams? Goldust and Snitsky is far from 


The Great Khali was once a highly touted indy wrestler 
who seemed to have the world in the palm of his giant 
hand. Now, he’s just a massive liability with a checkered 
past and a move set that would make former WCW World 
champion David Arquette look like Karl Gotch. 


a tag team. Where are the 
cruiserweights? Once 
again, Funaki is the Barry 
Horowitz of the current 
WWE. 

Fourth: Is Vince really 
that stupid to rehash old 
gimmicks like Lex Luger’s 
“Narcissist,” then give it to 
Mark Jindrak, then to 
Chris Masters. Then the 
new Razor Ramon and 
New Diesel. No way, 
Vince. That was not Kevin 
Nash and Scott Hall. 

Take care Brandi. Stay 
sweet. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL 
Westfield, NJ 


Dear Simply Michael, 

I have a few answers 
for you: 

First: Of course Vince 
cares about his company. 
He and his family hold 
the majority of the stock. 
If his company tanks, he — 
loses millions. I’m sure he has reasons 
for hiring and firing whomever he 
wants. 

Second: I’m sure Vince watches old 
tapes. Hell, he owns them now, so why 
not? 

Third: Why employ two people for 
a tag team when you can make a sin- 
gles star for half the price? Besides, 
most of the younger wrestlers are too 
egotistical to even think about joining 
someone else as a team. Why share the 
glory if you don’t have to? 

Fourth: Rehashing gimmicks is 
about as old as the sport itself. Just ask 
“Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers what he 
thinks of “Nature Boy” Ric Flair. 

Final note: Leave Funaki alone. 
What has he ever done to you? 


Letter of the Month (printed verba- 
tim from actual letters to share my tor- 
ture with you all): 


Dear Brandi, 

I’m so sad that you’re leaving PW/. I 
always hated you, but your column was 
the first thing I read when I get a new 


issue. Now that you’re leaving, I just 
want to say that you’re my champion 
and I still want a photo of you. 
Sincerely, 
JOHN Q. WRESTLINGFAN 
P.S. Are you really Matt Brock’s 
niece? 
Alternate P.S. I’m a wrestler. Who 
do I contact about getting ranked in the 
“PWI 500” now? 


Dear Readers, 

[Deep Breath] 

It has come to my attention that 
many—okay, most—of you don’t 
understand my transition into the 
real world. Yes, it is true that my 
precious, size 3 hiney doesn’t sit in 
my corner office at London 
Publishing anymore, but I am still 
very much involved with the maga- 
zines. I just no longer collect a weekly 
paycheck from the company. I have 
moved onto greener pastures in a less 
congested rural area to be near the 
non-Brock part of my family. I do 
occasionally see Brock, but we never 
talk shop. 


It’s absurd to think that Vinée McMahon 
is “stupid” for rehashing old gimmicks. 
Just think of what Ric Flair would be 
today if he didn’t have “Nature Boy” 
Buddy Rogers to steal from? 


Despite my new life, I am still the 
same bitch you have all secretly 
loved. I’m just not doing the other 
assorted crap that went along with 
being managing editor. That includes 
the “PWI 500,” of course. I am happy 
to say that I can finally spend a sum- 
mer doing summer things and not 
sifting through the piles of indy bios. 
It’s a well-deserved break for me. I 
don’t know Associate Editor Lisa 
Rocchi well enough to have any feel- 
ings about her one way or the other, 
but I wouldn’t wish 10 years of coor- 
dinating the “PWI 500” on anyone. 
(By the time this issue comes out, ’m 
told, the deadline for “500” consider- 
ation will have passed.) 

Now, dear fans, read this next bit 
carefully: I am still here to answer 
your quirkiest of questions, to deci- 
pher your horrendous grammar, 
and to continue championing Gino 
Hernandez’ cause. So, please, stop 
eulogizing me—for both of our 
sakes! Just send me your stupid let- 
ters and get over my change of 
scenery! C) 
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May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: 
Piper-Rude, Eric Embry, Rock 'n' Rolls, Sid Vicious, 
pain. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total 
Package” Becomes The People’s Choice. 
Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: Skyscrapers, Bobby 
Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees. 

September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 
Miles To Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The 
Steiners. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, 
Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! 
Centerfold: Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., 
Jesse Ventura, Lawler-Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 
June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. 
Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, 
Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 
October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming 
Of Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: 
Hogan-Slaughter, Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, 
Williams-Bigelow. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? 
Centerfold: 1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice- 
Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie Gilbert. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is 
Super-Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: 
Rick Rude. Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & 
Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy Savage, intimidation. 
June 1992: Exclusive PW/ Interview: Roddy 
Piper Speaks Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. 
Plus: Dangerously-Sting, Abdullah-Cactus, Sid 
Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters 
Of Their Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: 
Liger-Pillman, Jim Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 
September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't 
That Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: 
Steiners, Barry Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & 
Weston, Shawn Michaels. 

February 1993: No One Can Cut Down Razor 
Ramon. Centerfold: Curt Hennig. Plus: Jake 
Roberts, Pillman-Dustin, Ric Flair-Road Warriors, 
Rick Rude, Snuka-Muraco. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally 
Gone Too Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn, Ric Flair, 
Giant. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant 
Be Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: 
Goldust. Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex 
Luger. 

May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say It 
.- But Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold: 
Ric Flair. Plus: Mero & Sable, Taz, Taka Michinoku. 
June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PW/ Poll. 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, 
Sting, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg. 

July 1998: WWF vs. WCW: Which Is Better? 
Centerfold: Rocky Maivia. Plus: Benoit, Bill Gold- 
berg, Ahmed Johnson. 

October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part Il. 
Centerfold: Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Plus: Jim Ross, 
Marcus Bagwell, WWF controversy, FBI. 

March 1999: 1998—The Year In Wrestling. 1998 In 


Review, Achievement '98 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 1999. 

April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change That 
Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris Jericho. 
Plus: Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, Booker T, 
more Unofficial/Officials. 

May 1999: Who Holds The Key To WrestleMania 
XV? Centerfold: Konnan. Plus: Mark Henry, Sting- 
Nash, Bill Alfonso, Brian Hildebrand. 

June 1999: The PWI Poll. Plus: Mankind, Flair & 
Turner, VMac, Steiners, New Japan-UFO. 

July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Self-Destruct 
In 15 Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. Plus: New Jack- 
Dudleys, Jesse James, Venis & Godfather, Sting- 
Bischoff-Flair. 

August 1999: Supercards '99: WWF Wrestle- 
Mania, WCW Uncensored, ECW Living Danger- 
ously. Plus: Super 8, Bam Bam Bigelow, Jerry La- 
wler, tag team wrestling. 

September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might Get Out 
While He’s Still On Top! Centerfold: Sting. Plus: 
Kidman & Misterio, The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu. 
October 1999: Why The World Must Fear Scott 
Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: Mankind. 
Plus: Kane & X-Pac, The Godfather, Perry Saturn, 
20th anniversary readers’ poll. 

November 1999: The Women Of The WWF: 
There's More To Their Power Than Their Looks. 
Centerfold: Owen Hart. Plus: Rey Misterio Jr., Roddy 
Piper, Steiners, Steve Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! I'm 
The Damn Champ!” Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. 
Plus: Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, WCW youth, Billy 
Gunn. 

Holiday 1999: PW/500. Ninth Annual Special. 
January 2000: The Millennium Man Mouths Off! 
An Unforgettable Hour With Chris Jericho! Center- 
fold: Taz. Plus: Chris Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 
February 2000: The Master Manipulator! How 
Stone-Cold Controls The WWF. Centerfold: Kane. 
Plus: Paul Heyman, Hogan-Bret-Sting-Luger. 
March 2000: 1999—The Year In Wrestling. 1999 In 
Review, Achievement’99 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 2000. 

April 2000: Stone-Cold vs. The Rock: Let's Settle 
It At WrestleMania! Centerfold: Chris Benoit. Plus: 
Dallas Page, Goldberg-Vicious, more Unofficial 
awards. 

May 2000: The Y2K PWI Poll. Plus: Mitsuharu 
Misawa, Triple-H, Bret Hart, Hollys, Chyna & Aysa, 
ECW returnees. 

June 2000: Just Wondering, Steph ... Is Triple-H 
Worth Your Billion-Dollar Inheritance? Centerfold: 
The Rock. Plus: Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO. 
July 2000: Call It A Wrap, Jack! You've Done Your 
Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: 
Dusty Rhodes, Disco Inferno, DDP, Dudleys-Hardys. 
September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why The 
Peace Can't Last. Centerfold: Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Eric 
Bischoff, Dudleys, Raven. 

October 2000: Scott Steiner: The Superstar The 
WWF Let Slip Away. Centerfold: Rikishi. Plus: 
Shawn Michaels, Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 
November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H. Our 
Special 50-Category Analysis. Pinups: Extreme 


wrestling. Plus: Nash-Steiner-Hall, Hardcore Holly, 
wrestling too extreme? 

December 2000: Head Hog! Does Undertaker 
Have Enough Gas In His Tank To Rumble To The 
Top? Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Kurt Angle, 
Rikishi, Vampiro-Sting, Japan. 

[FULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH HOLIDAY 2000] 
Holiday 2000 (116 Pages): PW/ 500. Includes: The 
editors’ views, a look back at 1991's top 25, Achieve- 
ment 2000 ballot. 

January 2001: Who Does He Really Hate? 
Someone Will Pay For Austin’s Pain! Plus: Steven 
Richards, Justin Credible, Gordon Solie, Jeff Jarrett, 
Arn-Sid. 

February 2001 (116 Pages): The State Of The 
Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, WCW, 
ECW, independents, international, the business, the 
art 

March 2001: Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans Want Him 
Back! Plus: Mike Awesome, Rikishi, Jerry Lynn, Elix 
Skipper, Triple-H. 

April 2001 (116 Pages): 2000—The Year In Wres- 
tling. Plus: 2000 In Review, Achievement’00 awards, 
Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 2001 

May 2001: The WrestleMania Curse! Will The 
Great One Ever Win The Big One? Plus: Vince 
McMahon, William Regal, Page & Nash, Ivory, Lance 
Storm, ECW. 

June 2001 (116 Pages): The PWI Poll. Plus: Ric 
Flair, Chyna, Steve Austin. 

July 2001: Women's Work! It Ain’t What It Used To 
Be! Plus: Dudleys, Chavo Guerrero Jr., Justin 
Credible, Francine, Scott Steiner. 

August 2001 (116 Pages): Supercards 2001: 
WrestleMania X-Seven, WCW Night of Cham- 
pions, Super 8. Plus: Big Show, Kane, Jeff Jarrett, 
Tommy Dreamer. 

September 2001: WWF-WCW: The 10 Questions 
That Must Be Answered. Plus: Triple-H, Stacy Keib- 
ler, Paul Heyman, Matt Hardy. 

October 2001 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 
50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Plus: Perry Saturn, Dallas Page, Terri. 

November 2001: A Crying Shane: He Paid The 
Price To Purchase WCW ... Is He Willing To Pay 
The Price To Keep It? Plus: DDP-Kimberly, Edge, 
Molly-Spike, Tajiri, Rob Van Dam, Mick Foley, Florida 
indies. 

December 2001 (116 Pages): PWI 500—Angle 
Climbs To The Top. Includes: The editors’ views, 
Achievement 2001 ballot. 

January 2002: There’s Something About Lita— 
What Makes Her The WWF's “It” Girl. Plus: 
Jericho-Stephanie, Mark Henry, X-Pac, Triple-H, 
Undertaker. 

February 2002 (116 Pages): The State Of The 


Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, indepen- 
dents, international, the business, the art. Plus: Gold- 
erg. 

March 2002: No More Joking, No More Choking: 
Y2J Takes A Serious Stab At Superstardom! Plus: 
Test, The Rock, Eric Bischoff, Bradshaw, Foley vs. 
Regal. 

April 2002 (116 Pages): 2001—The Year In 
Wrestling. 2001 In Review, Achievement 2001 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 
2002. 

May 2002: The Mania To End All Manias! What 
Will Wrestling Look Like By WrestleMania X-9? 
Plus: Trish Stratus, RVD, Russ Haas, Big Bossman, 
WWF comedy. 

June 2002 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Ric Flair, Steve Austin. 

July 2002: Steph Infection! How Can Triple-H 
Keep His Mind On His Game? Plus: Goldust-Terri, 
NWO, Ron Waterman, Spike & Tazz, Jazz. 

August 2002 (116 Pages): Supercards 2002: 
WrestleManiaX8, WWA Revolution, Super 8. Plus: 
X-Pac, Steve Corino, Ric Flair. 

September 2002: No Rock ... No Problem: The 
WWF Can Thrive Without The Great One. Plus: 
WWF draft, Billy Kidman, Sean O'Haire, Stanley 
Weston. 

October 2002 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 
50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Plus: Lou Thesz, Francine, Edge. 

November 2002: Stone-Cold Meltdown! Plus: 
Heyman & Lesnar, Lance Storm, NWA: TNA, DDP, 
A.J. Styles, Island Boys. 

December 2002 (116 Pages): PWI 500—RVD Is 
No. 1. Includes: The editors’ views, Achievement 
2002 ballot. 

January 2003: Brock Aftershock: How Lesnar 
Changed The Future Of WWE. Plus: Chris Benoit, 
Low-Ki, Jericho-Fiair, Rey Misterio Jr., SummerSlam 
at 15. 

February 2003 (116 Pages): The State Of The 
Game. Includes: The states of Raw, Smackdown, 
independents, international, the business, the art. 
March 2003: Rocky Horror! He Won’t Forget What 
You Did Last Summer. Plus: Matt Hardy, Eddie 
Guerrero, Bass-WWE, Victoria, WWE's next wave. 
April 2003 (116 Pages): 2002—The Year In 
Wrestling. 2002 In Review, Achievement 2002 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 
2003. 

May 2003 (116 Pages): The WrestleMania 100. 
Plus: Angle-Lesnar, Christopher Nowinski, Vince 
Russo, Batista & Flair. 

June 2003 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Rey 
Misterio Jr. 

August 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: He Has 


WWE Caught Between The Rock And A Hard 
Place! Plus: WrestleMania XIX, Shawn Michaels 
graduates, Paul London, Raven. 

September 2003 (116 Pages): Guardian Angle: 
The One Superstar WWE Couldn't Afford To 
Lose. Plus: Hurricane, Sting, Kazarian-Sabin, Jeff 
Jarrett, Booker T, Brock Lesnar. 

October 2003 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 
50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Plus: Mick Foley. 

December 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: Is He 
Getting A Bum Rap? Plus: Jeff Hardy, Mick Foley, 
Harris & Storm, Billy Gunn, 

January 2004 (116 Pages): All Fired Up! Can Kane 
Blaze A Trail To The Raw Title? Plus: Christian, 
Cena-Gowen, Samoa Joe, Goldberg-Flair, ugliest 
wrestlers. 

February 2004 (116 Pages): The State Of The 
Game. Includes: The states of Raw, Smackdown, 
NWA-TNA, independents, international, the business, 
the art. 

April 2004 (116 Pages): 2003—The Year In Wres- 
tling. 2003 In Review, Achievement 2003 awards, 
Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 2004. 

May 2004 (116 Pages): Randy Orton’s Dad 
Speaks Out! “Ric Flair Is Gonna Ruin By Boy!” 
Plus: Trish Stratus, 3 Live Kru, Cena-Angle, A-Train, 
ROA/All-Japan, Keiji Muto, three-ways. 

August 2004: Will Eddie Guerrero’s 
Championship Ruin His Career? Plus: Hardy-Lita, 
Mike Kruel, Benjamin-Haas, Booker T, C.W. 
Anderson. 

October 2004: Eugene, The Impossible Dream: 
When Will His Opponents Wake Up? Plus: Victoria, 
Edge, Dudleys, A.J. Styles, six-sided ring. 
December 2004: PW/ 500—Chris Benoit’s 18-Year 
Journey To The Pinnacle. 

February 2005: A Yes Man? No Way! Ric Flair’s 
Secret Plan Will Ruin Triple-H! Plus: Y2J, The 
Naturals, Luther Reigns, WrestleMania 21 count- 


down. 

June 2005: Our Challenge To John Cena: 
Dominate 2005 ... Or We Don’t Want To See You! 
Plus: Steve Austin, Austin Aries, Big Show, AMW. 
August 2005: Kurt Angle: The 10 Reasons He's 
The Best Ever. Plus: Edge, Alex Shelley, Christy 
Hemme, DDP WWE Hall of Fame. 

October 2005: Whole Lita Love: How Many Men 
Can One Woman Ruin? Plus: John Cena, C.M. 
Punk, McMahon-Bischoff-Paul E., A.J. Styles. 
November 2005: PW/ 500. Plus: Muhammed Has- 
san, Batista, RVD, Samoa Joe, Chris Jericho, PW/ 
Tag Team Wish List. 

February 2006: Losing Street Cred? The Time Is 
Now For Cena To Get Tough. Plus: Jerry Lawler, 
Eddie Guerrero, Austin-Hogan. 
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Shawn Michaels has been drawn into a very nasty and personal feud with Mr. McMahon, his cohort in the 
infamous “Montreal Screwjob” incident. The “Heartbreak Kid” continues to compete at a very high level 
22 years into his professional career. 


Photos by George Napolitano 


HERE IS A very select group of active wrestlers in WWE who could never win anoth- 
er match and still be remembered as one of the sport’s all-time greats: Shawn 
Michaels is one, along with Ric Flair, Kurt Angle, Triple H, and The Undertaker. 

But the 40-year-old four-time WWF/WWE heavyweight champion is still doing plenty 
of winning, adding to his legacy as one of pro wrestling’s most talented and versatile per- 
formers of any era. Overcoming the chronic back problems that nearly forced him to retire sev- 
eral years ago, the “Heartbreak Kid” is still arguably the MVP of Raw, able to have classic 
matches against opponents of any size or style. Michaels has more than earned the right to call 
himself “The Icon” and “The Showstopper.” 

The hair may be thinner and the demeanor more placid, but Michaels’ in-the-ring feats seem to 
defy father time. He still regularly outperforms the feats of wrestlers who were toddlers when Michaels 
made his pro debut in 1984. It's hard to believe it's been nine years since Michaels formed the infa- 
mous DeGeneration X with Triple-H, and 14 years since the “Heartbreak Kid” ditched his Rockers 
image, tossing former tag team partner Marty Jannetty through a pane of glass for emphasis. 

A habitual risk-taker in the ring, Michaels’ lifestyle out of the ring once mirrored the same liv- 
ing-on-the-edge attitude. These days, however, Michaels is a family man, happily married with 
two young children. He’s given up his wild antics for a quiet path of faith and hope. 

More recently, Michaels found himself reluctantly thrust into an onscreen feud with WWE 
chairman Vince McMahon, who did everything from humiliating Jannetty (with whom Michaels 
has long since reconciled) to waging a bizarre campaign against Michaels’ religious beliefs. 
Michaels not only had to battle the elder McMahon and son Shane McMahon in the ring, he also 
found himself repeatedly assaulted by various combinations of The Spirit Squad. Although he 
couldn't always prevail with the odds stacked so steeply against him, Michaels won more than 
his fair share of the confrontations, planting his “Sweet Chin Music” superkick on each of his 
adversaries at least once. He even showed a semblance of his old DeGeneration X attitude in 
dealing with the McMahons, fueling speculation of a possible reunion with Triple-H. 

The “Heartbreak Kid” recently sat down with Pro Wrestling Illustrated Managing Editor Frank 
Ingiosi, and Contributing Writers Matt Brock and Bill Meltzer to discuss his recent past and future 
ambitions. The secret of his success, says Michaels, is that he allows others to wallow in nostalgia and 
ruminate over past deeds and misdeeds, while HBK himself focuses solely on moving forward. 


Long time, no 
speak, Shawn. 

Yeah, for 
sure, Matt. I’ve had my hands full, 
working a full schedule and trying to 
get home for few days whenever | can. 
This business is a tough life, but | 
wouldn't have it any other way. 

| have to admit that | once 
wrote off your career. | was wrong. 
Just once? Some 


people wrote me off a dozen times 
over the years. Too small, they said 
when | first came over from the AWA. 
Too immature. Too rebellious. Too in- 
volved in tag teams. Too wild out of 
the ring. Too many injuries. Then it 
became “too settled and content out 
of the ring” and, finally, “too old.” 
[Laughs]. And truthfully, | can’t say 
that | blame any of the people that 
said those things. But I’ve always 
been a self-motivated guy. | try to 
deliver the goods each and every 
night in the ring because I’ve always 
got something to prove to myself. 

| have to ask 
this, Shawn. Humility is a big part of 
the person you’ve become out of 
the ring, so does it ever feel strange 
to call yourself “The Icon” and “The 
Showstopper” in promos? 


Wrestling is based on 
building excitement and having an 
unpredictable personality, so on the 
mike, obviously I’m gonna tell people 
that I’m the greatest thing going. It 
doesn't feel strange. I’ve been very for- 
tunate to have had the opportunity to 
accomplish the things that | have in 
wrestling. A big part of being able to 
stay on top is knowing how to cut 
strong promos. The other part, of 
course, is doing memorable things in 
the ring. | take nothing for granted. 

Does the “Heart- 
break Kid” nickname 
still fit you, in your 
opinion? 


Every issue, reporters 
from PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED will 
participate in an 
incisive press 


conference with atop 
oe a ee 


demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the 
innermost thoughts of 
the giants of the sport. 


In 
the ring—absolute- 
ly. Ask any of my 
opponents. | break 
their hearts on a reg- 
ular basis. | can take 
everything they throw 
at me, tune up the band 
for some “Sweet Chin Mus- 
ic,” and get my hand raised 
at the end of the match. 4 
And, like | said, unpre- yo , 
dictability is a big part 

of staying fresh in 
the ring. | can't por- Jam 
tray the “Heartbreak 
Kid” quite the same 
way | did 10 years 
ago, but elements of 
that personality can 
come out at any time. 
You seem to 
draw a very 
distinct line 
between A 
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what you consider okay on and off 
camera. So is that what enables you 
to taunt the McMahons with that old 
DeGeneration X crotch chop ges- 
ture and to participate in some of 
the recent storylines WWE Creative 
has come up with, such as the Mc- 
Mahons constantly attacking your 
private religious faith? 

Exactly. To be success- 
ful in this business, you have to draw 
that line very clearly. You do whatever it 
takes to get the fans talking, with very 
few limits. You. can’t take. anything per- 
sonally. You can’t hold grudges. 

Tell that to Mr. McMahon. 

[Laughs] | have, Frank. 
At every turn along the way, I’ve told 
him that. It's been the McMahons, not 
me, that can’t seem to come to grips 
with the past, whether it’s the past with 
Bret Hart or the situations that Marty 
[Jannetty] has gotten into. They’re the 
ones who kept getting in my face—not 
the other way around. 

But, you have to admit, 
they’ve pushed you over the edge a 
few times. 

I'm still only a human 
being. | still have a boiling point, al- 
though | think I’m much slower to an- 
ger than | used to be. But I'll always 
stand up for myself if you try to pro- 
voke me. My competitiveness is some- 
thing that will never change. Once | 


leave the arena, though, there’s no 
anger on my part. 

What do you make of 
the Spirit Squad’s constant interfer- 
ence in your matches? 

They're a bunch of kids 
trying to make a name for themselves at 
my expense. Good luck. They're hardly 
the first to try, and they won't be the last. 

Would you align your- 
self with Triple-H again? 

| knew that question 
was coming, guys [laughs]. Would | do 
it? It-depends on the-circumstances. 
Could you trust him if the 
“circumstances” did arise? 

That’s one of the ques- 
tions I’d have to answer for myself, 
Matt. Look, | don’t know what the future 
holds, just like | can’t concern myself 
with what happened in the past. 

If you had to pick a fa- 
vorite match or opponent during your 
career, which would you choose? 

That's impossible to 
answer. With me, I’ve been lucky 
enough to work with the “who’s who” of 
three decades, and there are so many 
matches, from marathon matches to 
ladder matches to “Hell In A Cell” to 
some really memorable traditional- 
style matches. More recently, just to 
name one opponent, | loved every 
minute of my series of matches with 
Kurt Angle from last year. 


The Spirit Squad is but another group of 
young wrestlers seeking to make their 
mark on the industry by taking down one 
of its legends. Unfortunately for the 
Squad, HBK has been up to the task. 
Despite chronic back problems, Michaels 
has shown no signs of slowing down. 


Do you see another 
WWE heavyweight title reign in your 
future? 

That'd be great. | live 
for wrestling in big matches. That's 
what keeps me going from day to day 
and town to town. When you're the 
champ, every match isa big match. 
But that being said, | don’t need belts 
to prove my credentials anymore. 

Watching you in the ring 
over the last three years, it doesn’t 
seem like you’ve lost anything, de- 
spite the chronic pain you deal with. 
Have you had to make any conces- 
sions to father time in the ring? 

The two main things 
are preparation and timing. As you get 
older, you have to be stretched out and 
warmed up before you hit the ring. You 
can’t sit backstage and gab with the 
guys. And, as far as timing goes, you 
have to know when aerial moves or su- 
plexes outside the ring make sense in 
the context of the match. The ironic 
thing is that it forces you to become a 
better wrestler. One of my strong suits 
is that | try not to wrestle the same 
match twice. It’s important to change 


Mr. McMahon has taken 
to insulting HBK’s per- 
sonal religious faith as 
part of his efforts to goad 
“The Showstopper” even 
further into their feud. All 
it seemed to do was 
bring out the best of Mi- 
chaels, who fought val- 
iantly against both Vince 
(above) and Shane (right). 
Michaels has been able to 
justify his on-screen par- 
ticipation in such angles 
with his personal life and 
seems to be at peace with 
his place in the industry. 


things up, stay fresh. 
That keeps your match- 
es interesting for both 
yourself and the fans. 

MELTZER: | know | 
you've long since 
moved past the “Mon- | 
treal Screwjob,” but 
do you think most 
WWE fans have? 

MICHAELS: Ninety-nine percent of 
them have. It’s part of wréstling history 
and my personal history, so people are 
always going to talk about it—including 
McMahon, obviously—bat | think most 
people understand now that it’s just 
one incident in my career. I’m always, 
always living in today. What | do today 
is the only thing | can directly control. 
It’s the only way to make up 4or the 
things in the past you wish had been 


different. | won't turn this into a reli- 
gious discussion here, other than to 
say I’m grateful to God for today, and | 
leave tomorrow in His hands. In this 
business, there are so many friends 
we've all lost, so many people we 
never got to tell how much we really 
appreciated. So my philosophy, in the 
ring and out, is to be grateful for every 
day and make the most of it. 

BROCK: One last thing, Shawn. 
Are you ever amazed that you're still 


going so strong after all these years? 

MICHAELS: Every once in a while, 
when | have some downtime, it hits me 
that I’ve been in this strange, crazy, 
wonderful business for 22 years. | 
couldn’t have done it—and continued 
to do it—without the support of a lot of 
great people, starting with the fans. | 
feel extremely blessed in and out of 
the ring. But | have no intention of quit- 
ting anytime soon. | haven't wrestled 
my best match yet. O 
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‘months. Last June, Vam Dam made his memorable 
speech at the first One Night Stand in which he 
spoke of his love for ECW and his disdain for what 
his persona had become in WWE. He couldn’t wres- 
tle that night, but his appearance at New York’s 
Hammerstein Ballroom was the talk of the wrestling 
community for weeks. The moment was that special. 

But it was not to be followed up. 

Van Dam went home to California. 

After a few months passed, the whispers started. 
Van Dam, people suggested, didn’t have the heart for 
the business anymore. One former wrestler, hiding 
behind a demand for anonymity, went so far as to 
challenge his manhood. 

“It wasn’t all that long ago that when one of us 
tore up something, we were lucky to get our last pay 
in full and directions to the hospital,” the 25-year ring 
veteran said. “Yeah, Van Dam has all the talent in the 
world and amazing agility and strength, but where’s 
that fire to be back in the ring? Where’s the urgency? 
He’s wasting time off his career that he’ll never get 
back again.” 

The old-timer couldn’t have been more wrong. As 
it turns out, Van Dam made sure his time away from 
the ring wasn’t wasted. Rather than just concentrat- 
ing on his physical rehabilitation—a process he took 
quite seriously—he also focused on the mental 
aspects of recovery. 

During his time away, in addition to coming up 
with the concept for the highly successful ECW One 
Night Stand reunion pay-per-view, Van Dam did plen- 
ty of professional soul-searching, putting his career 
in perspective and making sure both his mind and 
body were in tip-top shape. 
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“Van Dam trained in martial arts 

and weightlifting for a long-time, 
so he’s learned that training your 
mind is just as important as train- 
ing your body,” said his former 
manager, Bill Alfonso. “The two 
things need to be coordinated.” 
_ Van Dam had a tremendous 
’ amount of time to think about 
his life and career. He was at his 
happiest as one of the central fig- 
ures in ECW. But that was gone 
now. He had an opportunity to be 
RVD for a newer, larger audience, 
but he wasn’t allowed to do so. 
His WWE persona in no way mea- 
sured up to the man that was 
Rob Van Dam, and, until One 
Night Stand, he didn’t think there 
was anything he could do about 
it. For seven glorious minutes, 
however, he confided in the only 
people who he 
felt could understand what 
he was going through: 
his ECW fans. 

“It was a cathar- 
tic moment,” said 
Alfonso. “It might 
have turned his 
life around.” 

But it was 
only the begin- 
ning. Van Dam 
had revealed what 
was happening in 
his inner soul, and 
he received sympa- 
thetic cheers from 
thousands of his clos- 
est friends. But there 


was only one person Ni 

who had the power to % 

change his life. And it was AS 

not Vince McMahon. ) 
So, back in California, — 


RVD continued his physical 

and mental workouts. But for : 

the first time since suffering his injury, he had a pur- 
pose. He was going to be Rob Van Dam again, 
healthy in body and spirit. And he was going to do 
things his way, as he had his whole life. 

“He knew he was in a new environment, a corpo- 
rate environment, and he had to make his boss 
happy,” said Alfonso. “But the conclusion he came 
to is that he wasn’t making anybody happy the way 
things were. If he could be true to himself again, he 


ae. 


was sure everybody would be pleased 
with the results.” 

The timetable for his return was his 
and his alone. Nobody, including Vince 
McMahon, rushed him. “Vince knew what - 
was going on,” said Alfonso. “He liked 
what he saw at One Night Stand, and, . 
although he was anxious to see the fin- 
ished product, he was willing to wait.” 

So damn the fans that questioned his heart. 
And damn the old wrestler who only has the ability 
to think about next week’s paycheck. Van Dam didn’t 
waste his 367 days. 

When he finally made his return to the WWE, he 
looked the same. But, in the ring, he showed an all- 
new economy of motion that made his always high- 
impact kicks and aerial fireworks more effective than 
ever. Just as importantly, out of the ring, he dis- 
played a newfound maturity and sense of direction 
that quickly propelled him right back into title con- 
tention. 

His eyes glowed with the single-minded intensi- 

ty of a wrestler who knows how to win, reach the 
top of the heap by destroying any- 

one in his path, 
and then stay 
there once 
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Losing the Intercontinental 
© turin ehibe depeche 
__ jamin, while disappointing, 
__ seems like a mere after- 
thought to Van Dam. His 
‘renewed appreciation for 
_ his place in the sport 
_ should carry him far and 
__ keep gold around his waist 


he got there. There wasn’t a hint of desperation. In © 
short, he was even more “extreme” in his attitude 
than during his ECW days, except now he was 
extremely focused, extremely confident and well- 
prepared, and extremely serene in the knowledge 
he could take on anyone in the WWE and win. 
Van Dam left his calling card early 
and often, easily downing Carlito, 
Chris Masters, and Trevor Murdoch 
to earn a spot in the “Money-In- 
The-Bank” ladder match at Wres- 
tleMania 22. In a show-stealing 
performance, Van Dam won the 
right to his choice of either a 
Raw or a Smackdown World 
championship title match 
over the next year. Shortly 
thereafter, Van Dam captured 
the Intercontinental title from 
Shelton Benjamin, and he 
defended it successfully several 
times in impressive fashion 
before Benjamin finally got a 
measure of revenge by regain- 
ing the title. 

The setback was minor, 
though that might not have been 
the case before RVD rediscov- 
ered himself. People can talk 
about the unfulfilled promise of 
this richly gifted athlete now, and 
it won’t bother him in the least. 
The only promise Van Dam is 
concerned about is one that he 
made to himself. 

And that promise has already 
been fulfilled. a) 
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By C.F. Hunter 


RENCHED WITH SWEAT, limping in pain and 
} bleeding from the mouth, Christopher Daniels 


looks as if he should be talking to a paramedic 
rather than a magazine writer. But before his match with 
Samoa Joe this evening, he promised that, no matter what 
happened in the ring, he would discuss it afterward. And 
“The Fallen Angel” breaks only bodies, not promises. 

He staggers over to a darkened corner of the TNA locker 
room, away from the semi-sympathetic wrestlers who want 
to greet him with empty platitudes like “nice try” and “bet- 
ter luck next time.” He seems to be in no mood for small 
talk. He keeps his eyes downcast as he flops down into a 
metal folding chair, which still bears a cranium-shaped 
dent from an earlier match of the evening. 

“One question,” Daniels mutters. 

- “Beg your pardon?” the reporter asks. 

“ll answer one question,” he says. “I said I'd do an 
interview, and I’m a man of my word, so here | am. But I'm 
hurting, I’m mad, and | have some thinking to do. No of- 
fense, man, but one question is all you get.” 

The reporter panics. A thousand questions swirl si- 
multaneously through his mind, a mish-mash of old 

Ae Mere AN a ee clichés and standards like “What are 
tently tested his physical and Your thoughts on the match?” and “What 
mental limitations throughout does the future hold for you?” 

his career. His ring style has Daniels fidgets in the chair, and looks 
changed trom more of 8 calcu. as if he’s tempted to ditch the interview 


lated offensive onslaught (top 
left. against Samoa Joe) toade- altogether. 


Photos By Lee South/TNA Wrestling 


fensive-minded strategy that “Who’s your toughest opponent 
has, at times. worked against ever?” the reporter blurt thinkinal 

him (left. against Matt Bentley ; porter Diurts untninkingly. 
and Austin Aries). Even as the words are coming out of his 


CHRISTOPHER DANIELS GETS 


MEFEMSIVE 


CAN HIS 
BE HIS 
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mouth, his mind can’t believe he’s asking such a 
dull, unoriginal question. 

Imagine his surprise, therefore, as Daniels lifts his 
eyes from the floor and stares deep into the re- 
porter’s, almost through him. Imagine his unease 
when Daniels leans forward, putting his face so close 
to the reporter’s that the sweat from his gleaming 
shaved head drips onto his notebook. 

He remains like this, glaring in deafening silence, 
for what feels like an eternity. 

Then he utters one word that speaks volumes 
about the complex man, mind, and competitor that 
co-exists within Christopher Daniels. 

His toughest opponent ever? 

“Me,” he says. 

With that, he rises from the chair and limps toward 
a mirror hanging on the locker room wall. He scruti- 
nizes his own reflection for at least a minute, then 
hangs his head and hobbles out of the locker room. 

The reporter glances at his notebook, at the word 
“me” scrawled in it. Not Samoa Joe, not A.J. Styles, 
not Jeff Jarrett. 

“The Fallen Angel’s” toughest opponent is “The 
Fallen Angel.” 

“It’s true, you know,” says a voice from behind the 
reporter. He turns to see ring veteran Terry Taylor, 
who works in an administrative capacity for TNA. 

“! overheard what Daniels said,” Taylor 
continues, “and it’s totally true. I’ve been in 
this business a lot of years, but I’ve never 
seen a guy beat himself up as much as Dan- 
iels. He’s got all the talent and skill in the 
world—and he knows it. Believe me. In the 
ring and on the mike, the guy oozes confi- 
dence. But something inside him demands 
more. Even when he wins, which is most of 
the time, he seems somehow disappointed. 
It’s like perfection isn’t good enough for that 
guy. | worry sometimes that his own great- 
ness will be his undoing.” 

Could Daniels’ yearning for perfection lead 
him instead to self-destruction? Is his mon- 
iker, “The Fallen Angel,” a prophetic warning 
that Daniels is so ambitious he may unwitting- 
ly be orchestrating his own fall from grace? 

“He seems to be undergoing a metamor- 
phosis,” posits Donald Wayne, who analyzes 
TNA for PW/I. “Whether he is intentionally do- 
ing so or whether it’s on a subconscious level, 
Daniels is allowing himself to take more pun- 
ishment in the ring than ever before. It’s al- 
most as if he’s testing his own limits, unwilling 
to let himself become complacent in the ring.” 

A chronological review of his major match- 
es in TNA and Ring of Honor clearly confirms 
this thegry. In his rookie years, Daniels was an 


Although he has gotten the best of “The Samoan ~ 
Submission Machine” at times. Daniels has come med 
out on the losing end of many of their battles. 

Daniels may not even be aware of the change in his 

approach; it’s just that subtle. But it could do his 

career more harm than good. 
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ing his own style. By 2003, his potential had been 
realized, and only the toughest competitors could 
match his quickness, cunning, and unorthodox of- 
fensive and defensive styles. 

But something has indeed changed over the past 
year. Although Daniels is no less gifted—he contin- 
ues to amaze fans and confound opponents—he has 
become a different kind of wrestler. He has forsaken 
a full-bore offensive onslaught for strategy and pac- 
ing. Whereas his earlier matches saw Daniels as a 
relentless aggressor, he now picks his spots careful- 
ly, letting the match come to him, as if playing a kind 
of in-ring game of chess. 

“He’s on a quest to be the perfect wrestler,” says 
Larry Zbyszko. “He wants to be the smartest, fastest, 
most technically proficient—the whole shebang.” 

Daniels’ perfectionism seems, in theory, to be 
admirable. But, in practice, it has not always trans- 
lated into his hand being held high after his match- 
es. His new, more strategic style has not consis- 
tently worked against aggressive X division com- 
batants, most notably Samoa Joe. = 
This has led some observers to | 
wonder whether Daniels’ own ~— 
limitless ambition may do him 
more harm than good. 

James Mitchell, known around 


Daniels’ psyche. One word: Icarus.” 


the TNA locker room as a moses philosopher world of eee is open to the immeasur- | 


(albeit a deranged one), offers cryptically: “One need ably talented veteran. Whether he will allow him- 
look no further than Greek mythology to understand self to seize them or be stifled by his own ambi- 


tions remains to be seen. 


In the myth, his father, Daedalus, using feathers Daniels may know the answer already. Maybe he 
and wax, constructs a pair of wings for young Icarus. acknowledged his own fate when he was asked 
Before Icarus takes flight, his father begs him not to about his toughest opponent ever. 
fly too high, because the heat of the sun will melt the The reporter again 


death when the sun melts his wings. 


“Life imitates art sometimes,” Mitchell adds. Perhaps the ques- 
“Sometimes in the most delightfully devilish ways.” tion wasn’t so bad 
Even Daniels’ ring attire, much of which is after all. oO 


adorned with white wings, seems to 
invoke the Icarus myth. 

Could Daniels be trying to fly too 
close to the heavens in his self-im- 
posed quest for perfection? Might his 
nickname, “The Fallen Angel,” be a 
prophecy of a fall yet to come? A 


waxen wings. But, buoyed by pride and ambition, glances at the one 
Icarus does soar too high, and plummets to his__word scrawled in his 
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notebook. “Me.” 


Daniels is arguably one of the best pure. 
mat wrestlers in the industry. This aspect 
of his repertoire has not changed (right. 
stretching Colt Cabana). Daniels has be- 
come more of.a cerebral grappler. and is 
willing to grind the action to a halt in order 
to plan his next course of action (bottom 
right. against Claudio Castagnoli). 


©» Daniels brutally takes A.J. Styles 
to. the mat in capturing the X title abe 
Destination X. Regardless of the 
success he’s achieved at this poinj= 
in his career, Daniels will continue 
to chalienge himself—and perhaps 
henganimsat in thepretess. _ 


As the most dominant wrestier of his generation, 
Triple-H constantly seems one move away 
from capturing yet another world title. 
However, his history has shown that 
often “The Cerebral Assassin” just 
can't do it alone, nor does he play 
well with others. Where does 
the 10-time world champion 
go from here? 


Ped 


a 
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> Triple-H dominated 


“much of theaction dur= 
ing:his-feud with John 
Gena and appeared:des- 
tined to fegain wortd gold. 
Despite .an overabun- 
dance of-confidence and 
‘experience; Triple-H. was 
unable to defeat Cena.at 
WrestleMania 22, marking 
the-second consecutive 
‘main event loss “for “The —> 
Game" at the event. 


By Dave Lenker 


HE BLANK EXPRESSION on the face of “The King Of 
Kings” told quite a story. The easy interpretation of the 
look that washed over the mug of one Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley as he grudgingly took his position in the corner of The 
Spirit Squad’s Kenny for the main event match with Shawn Michaels 
on Raw on May 15 was that he was still angry over the fact that Vince 
McMahon denied him his one-on-one match with Raw World champion 
John Cena just 100 minutes earlier. 
Add to that the fact that a questionable decision by referee Mike Chioda in a 
convoluted three-on-two “Texas Tornado” match in which both the Raw World and 
Intercontinental titles were at stake had just cost him his coveted 11th world title reign, 
and there was good reason for “The Game” to be angry, frustrated, or even a little numb. 
Trust us when we tell you there was more to that seemingly blank look that night. That 
was a look of a man befuddled, insecure, and, most of all, uncertain about his future. 
That’s right, Triple-H, a Wrestling Observer Hall of Famer, a 10-time world champion, and a 
man widely regarded as the most powerful and influential wrestler in the world today, was 
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every bit as insecure as the 98-pound weakling who 
got folded, spindled, and damn near mutilated by 
Umaga earlier that night in that same building. 

Several prominent Raw brand wrestlers told PW/ 
basically the same story in the days following that edi- 
tion of Raw, the edition on which Triple-H “accidental- 
ly” (?) mauled Shane McMahon with his sledgeham- 
mer instead of his intended target, Shawn Michaels. 
They've been seeing a very different “Game” of late; a 
“Game” that hardly resembles the uber-cocky wrestler 
we've gotten used to—and at times, sick of—seeing 
on our TV screens every Monday night. 

By that point, it had been an unlucky 13 months 
since “The Game” had held one of WWE’s two world 
titles. The much-celebrated throne of his was gathering 
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some thick layers of dust, and Triple-H truly, honestly, 
and genuinely wasn’t sure exactly what to do about it. 
As much as he hated to admit it—even only to him- 
self—he wasn’t sure he could change his luck alone. 

Problem was, he knows his own history, and he 
wasn’t entirely sure he could do it with anyone by his 
side, either. 


x*e* 


It's been 11 years since Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
arrived in WWE. Do you remember the vignettes that 
introduced him? He was the young stud blue blood, 
sophisticated and cultured away from the ring, 
aggressive and relentless inside of it. He arrived fresh 
from a brief and unspectacular stint in WCW. He 
didn’t accomplish much there, but he did get to rub 
elbow pads with his idol, Ric Flair, and hear first-hand 


Triple-H had yet another shot at John Cena and the Raw World 
title when he was thrust into a triple-threat match with the cham- 
pion and Edge at Backlash. Again appearing to be in control 
was not enough, as Cena was able to retain the title, leaving 
fans to wonder what “The King” must do to retake his throne. 


the stories from the heyday of The Four Horsemen. 

The young protégé of Killer Kowalski learned all 
about how important it could be to have backup in the 
chaotic world of pro wrestling. He briefly aligned him- 
self with Lord Steven (William) Regal, but when the 
WWE came calling, he began formulating a plan. He 
was going to reach the top of the biggest wrestling 
company in the world. Oh, sure, he’d try it on his own, 
but if that didn’t work, he had a backup plan ready. 

Less than two years later, Helmsley introduced us 
to his girlfriend. The world met Chyna, and that slow 
ascent to the pinnacle of the company began. 

In the nine-plus years since we first laid eyes on the 
muscle-bound, raven-haired Amazon, Helmsley has 
had some sort of backup at ringside, or at least watch- 
ing closely and waiting to pounce from backstage. 
Sure, he rode the massive wave of momentum he built 
up after recovering from a torn quadriceps muscle in 
2002 and defeated Chris Jericho for the undisputed 
title on his own, but, for the most part, Hunter has dis- 
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When your first big feud in the biggest of big 
leagues is with Henry O. Godwinn and you’re forced 
to do battle in “Arkansas Hogpen” matches, you 
need to do something to improve your fortunes and 
maybe move up a match or two on the card. Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley did that about a year into his WWF 
tenure, and he’s been “cliquing” ever since. 

A “Perfect” match: Helmsley won his first title in the 
WWF when the always-devious “Mr. Perfect” Curt 
Hennig betrayed the man who was supposedly his 
protégé, Marc Mero, and instead helped Hunter win 
the Intercontinental title live on 
Raw in October 1996. The 
two of them weren't exactly a 
supergroup, and Hennig 
would soon be gone from the 
company, but it was a start. 

The Ninth Wonder Of The 
World: Helmsley was strug- 
gling a bit in his feud with fel- 
low mid-carder Goldust when 
he introduced his real-life girl- 
friend (and fellow Killer Kow- 
alski protégé), Chyna. She 
was quiet, but she sure was 
intimidating, and Marlena, 
Goldust’s wife/valet, was no 
match for her. A female body- 
guard? Hey, it worked. 

Are You Ready: The WWF 
desperately needed an answer 
to the NWO in WCW, and it 
sure got it when Helmsley, 
Chyna, and Michaels formed 
the ultra-juvenile and yet ultra- 
entertaining DeGeneration X, a 
younger and hipper version of 
the anti-establishment group 
formed by Kevin Nash, Scott 
Hall, and Hulk Hogan in WCW. 
Hunter's comedic talents were revealed to all during 
the group’s run. And who could forget them playing 
strip poker mid-ring during Raw? 

DK, W2: Michaels’ ailing back forced him to retire 
(sort of, well, we thought) after dropping the WWF 
title at WrestleMania XIV in 1998, so DX needed a 


And you thought this wouldn't last? 


new leader and maybe a few more members. 
Hunter more than ably took the helm, and The New 
Age Outlaws (TNA’s James Gang today) and X-Pac 
were added to the fold. Who would forget this ver- 
sion of DX invading CNN Center and trying to 
invade Nitro in an effort to “free” Hall and Nash from 
WCW? It was during his tenure in this group that 
“The Game” won his first WWF World title (from 
Mankind in 1999). 

A new era: Weeks after it appeared that Hunter 
drugged Stephanie McMahon and got her to marry 
him, they revealed they were 
in cahoots all along and 
intent on destroying her 
father, Vince. They (and the 
rest of DX) eventually formed 
an alliance with Vince, but 
the McMahon-Helmsley Era 
(in which they essentially ran 
the company) was a glorious 
one for the WWF and for 
Trips personally. 

The power of two men: 
Shortly after Steve Austin 
stunningly turned heel in 
2001, he formed an unlikely 
partnership with Triple-H (in 
which Hunter was, shock- 
ingly, the dominant person- 
ality) called “The Two-Man 
Power Trip.” They won the 
WWF World tag team title 
together, but Hunter’s torn 
quadriceps ended this al- 
liance before it could get 
really interesting. 

Evolution is the solution: 
What many considered an 
updated version of WCW’s 
Four Horsemen (with Ric 
Flair serving mainly as an adviser rather than the fea- 
tured star) netted “The Game” his last three world 
titles and launched both Batista and Randy Orton into 
superstardom. Of course, it ultimately netted Hunter 
three new enemies in Flair, Batista, and Orton. 

—Dave Lenker 


covered there is strength (and success) in numbers. 

Problem is, that gigantic ego of his doesn’t permit 
him to share the credit or the spotlight very generous- 
ly. That backup helps him reach the top, helps him 
stay there for a while, and inevitably leaves his side. 
It's mostly his fault, and deep down, he knows it. 

He also knows that the last two years haven't been 
particularly kind to him. The bad times, if you study 
your recent Helmsley history closely, actually started 
immediately after SummerSlam 2004, when Hunter 
became enraged that a _ 
junior member of Evolution, 
Randy Orton, captured what | 
is now the Smackdown | 
World title from Chris | 
Benoit. “The Game” hatched 
a plan to assault Orton and 
boot him from Evolution the 
very next night. Half a year | 
later, Batista, on his own 
accord, left the group as 
well. By the fall of 2005, the | 
only other member of what 
had once been a clique, Ric 
Flair, also was an enemy. 

Not so coincidentally, 
Triple-H went from the night 
of WrestleMania 21 deep | 
into the spring of this year 
without wearing a champi- | 
onship belt around his 
sculpted waist. No friends, 
no backup, no gold. 


*** 


“You all know how | feel 
about Triple-H right now. 
We’ve had our good times, 
and we’ve had our wars, 
but | have the highest 
respect for him as a profes- 
sional wrestler. If you need 
someone to win a big 
match against any oppo- 
nent of any size and any ™ 
style, I’d probably put my money on him over anyone 
else. It is hard for me to believe he hasn’t been able 
to beat John Cena. Not that I’ve spent a lot of time 
thinking about it, but | can’t explain it.” 

Those words came out of the mouth of Ric Flair, 
Hunter’s former best friend and now one of his most 
bitter enemies. 

Like the rest of us, Flair knows perfectly well that 
Triple-H is more than talented enough to beat anyone 
in WWE without bending a single rule or having any- 
one even think about helping him out. 

Did his utter failure against Batista last spring and 


summer shatter his confidence? Is John Cena that 
much tougher than everyone thinks? Has Trips just 
not gotten a bad break? 

All of those explanations likely have contributed to 
“The Game’s” struggles. The main reason, however, 
might have more to do with this proud warrior’s arro- 
gance and obsession with his legacy. 

Triple-H can insist in promo after long-winded promo 
on Monday night after Monday night that he doesn’t 
care what any of us think of him. Fact is, he does care 

.. a lot. He wants every 
last one of us to consider 
| him an all-time great, 
| and because of that, he 
might well leave himself 
with precious little margin 
for error as he has at- 
tempted to thrive on his 
| own. He doesn’t just ob- 
| sess over winning more 
| world titles, but with turn- 
ing in the perfect perfor- 
| mance and rubbing it 
everyone's face. 

Perhaps that’s as 
| good an explanation as 
| any for why he has made 
i key mistakes against 
| Cena in every one of 
their pay-per-view show- 
downs. He has so thor- 
| oughly convinced himself 
that he is so much better 
| than Cena (and his other 
| rivals) that he gets a little 
| lazy in his matches as he 
| looks to win in style. He 
1 makes the job at hand 
more complicated than it 
should be for him. With 
no friends to cover for 
him, he’s left looking up 
at the lights when the 
final bell rings. 

As Helmsley watched 
Kenny and HBK wrestle that night deep in the heart of 
Texas, he was undoubtedly thinking what virtually 
every fan in the arena and several million more 
watching at home were thinking: Could a DX reunion 
really work? More to the point, he was probably think- 
ing, How quickly could | claim Cena’s belt if | had DX 
2006 watching my back (and maybe running just a lit- 
tle interference)? 

He also had to be wondering what all of us will 
almost certainly be wondering in the not-so-distant 
future—about just how long the good times would last 
before his ego got in the way. Oo 
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an OF ALL-TIME 


By Timothy Drake 


HE WRESTLING WORLD is eager to 

find out if SummerSlam 2006 will live 

up to the hype. When, after hours of 

debate, the editors of PW/ completed their 
list of the top 25 matches in the history of WWE’s 
August pay-per-view, it became abundantly clear that 
many SummerSlams actually exceeded the hype. In 
assembling the list, we took into account the quality of the 
matches and their historical impact. 


AUGUST 15, 200 T ANGLE MAKES 
EDDIE GUERRERO SUBMIT (13:38) 


These two superb wrestling technicians had 
had a classic match at WrestleMania XX, and, 
while the rematch was not quite as good, it cer- 
tainly belongs on this list. The finish of the match 
was particularly memorable: After kicking out of 
the frogsplash, Angle tore off Guerrero’s boot and 
applied the anklelock to his exposed foot, forcing 
the Latino legend to tap out. 


AUGUST 21,2005: K HOGAN DEFEATS 
SHAWN MICHAELS (21:24) 

This match had probably the best build-up of 
any SummerSlam main event. That build-up 
involved Michaels turning against Hogan and 
both men giving some of the best interviews 
WWE fans had heard in years. Insiders ques- 
tioned whether Hogan, at 52, could deliver in 
the ring. But, in the end, he proved that 
against a great opponent, he could still have 
a great match. Indeed, Hogan-Michaels elicit- 
ed more emotion from the crowd than any 10 
recent pay-per-view main events. 


AUGUST 22, i? BEATS 
STEWE AUSTIN & TRIPLE-H iN A 
TRIPLE-THREAT MATCH (16:23) 


The WWF scored a public relations coup 
when Minnesota governor Jesse Ventura 
agreed to referee this match before the sold 
out Target Center. Jesse’s political oppo- 
nents likely shuddered at the sight of the 
governor throwing Triple-H’s then-ally Shane 
McMahon over the top rope. Wrestling fans . 
certainly gasped at the sight of Mankind win- 
ning the WWF World title from Austin with a 
double-arm DDT. It was a fast-paced, violent 
match that gave the fans everything they 
wanted—except an Austin win. 


AUGUST 3, 1997: MANKIND DEFEATS 
HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY (16:25) 


“It was, at that point, the greatest single mo- 
ment in my career,” wrote Mick Foley about the 
finish to his cage match against Helmsley. Man- 
kind, who had only recently become a crowd 
favorite, appeared to. be finished after Chyna 
swung the cage door into his head. He rallied with 
a DDT, and then, emulating his hero Jimmy 
Snuka, jumped off the top of the cage onto Helms- 
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Shawn Michaels channeled his dark side in order to goad “The Im- 
mortal” Hulk Hogan out of semi-retirement and into a match at Sum- 
merSlam 2005. The two legends fought valiantly in a match dominated 
by Michaels. but eventually won by Hogan. 


ley. The New Jersey Meadowlands crowd was 
elated when Mankind climbed over the top of the 


cage for the win. 
A | 


AUGUST 15, 2004: RANDY ORTON 
PINS CHRIS BENOIT (20:08) 

This match was a throwback. to the classic NWA 
World title bouts of the 1960s. There were no weap- 
ons, no run-ins, and no bizarre stipulations. After 
Orton escaped the Crippler Crossface and pinned 
Benoit with the RKO to win the WWE World champi- 
onship, the two combatants shook hands. Orton’s 
championship reign may have been a flop, but his 
title win was magnificent. He may be “The Legend 
Killer,” but Orton won over many old school fans 
with this stellar match. 


i 


yet eta 
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AUGUST 28, 1989: HULK HOGAN & BRUTUS 
BEEFCAKE DEFEAT ZEUS & RANDY SAVAGE (15:04) 


When he first appeared on WWF television in July 
1989, Tom “Zeus” Lister, the co-star of Hogan’s film 
No Holds Barred, had no wrestling experience. Yet 
the 6’10”, 300-pound muscleman seemed indestruc- 
tible in a series of brief skirmishes with Hogan, and 
that was enough to convince 575,000 fans to pur- 
chase the pay-per-view, making it the most financial- 
ly successful SummerSlam until 1997. When Hogan 
pinned his cross-eyed adversary after a legdrop, 
Hulkamaniacs everywhere rejoiced. 
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had not held gold since 1987. But in this hard- 
hitting two-out-of-three-falls match, the Harts 
were victorious, due in part to an assist from 
Demolition’s enemies, The Legion of Doom, 
who had recently debuted with the WWF. It 
was Demolition’s best match, but it will best 
be known for beginning another memorable 
Hart Foundation title reign. 


| 


AUGUST 3, 1997: STEVE AUSTIN 
PiNS OWEN HART (16:16) 

Though he had won his first WWF singles 
title (the Intercontinental championship), Aus- 
tin hardly felt like celebrating at the end of this 
match; as a result of a tombstone piledriver 
from Hart, Austin suffered severe trauma to his 
C-4 and C-5 vertebrae. Austin returned to wres- 
tling within a few months, but he never fully 
recovered, and the injury unquestionably hin- 
dered the remainder of his career. 


WG; 
AUGUST 24, 2003: KURT ANGLE MAKES 
BROCK LESNAR TAP OUT (21:19) 


Angle had won the WWE title in a controver- 
sial three-way match, and, at SummerSlam 2003, 
ex-champion Lesnar, who had recently allied 
himself with Mr. McMahon, was out for revenge. 
To the surprise of most fans, Angle fought off 
McMahon’s interference and forced Lesnar to 


The Nation of Domination and DeGeneration X were two of the hottest tap out to the anklelock. The two amateur greats 
factions in the late-1990s. When the groups’ respective leaders— fad several remarkable matches in 2003, but 


Hunter Hearst Helmsley and Rocky Maivia—clashed with the Inter- 
continental title on the line at SummerSlam 1998, it became clear that 


the WWF had two bona fide superstars waiting in the wings. 


y | 


AUGUST 30, 1995 HUNTER HEARST 
HELMSLEY DEFEATS ROCKY MAIVIA (26:01) 

At the time of this ladder match for the Intercon- 
tinental title, Helmsley was the leader of the fan fa- 
vorite DeGeneration X, and Rocky headed up the 
hated Nation of Domination. Members of both fac- 
tions interfered, but it was Chyna, Hunter’s body- 
guard, who played the decisive role in the match 
when she low-blowed Rocky just as the belt was in 
his grasp. Hunter won the title, and both wrestlers 
had convinced fans and WWF officials that they 
were ready to move up to the main event. 


1S 


gt! - Ag ld ‘ART FOUNDATION 
& JIM NEIDHART) DEFEAT 
DEMOLITION (SMASH & CRUSH) (14:24) 
By 1990, Demolition had ruled the tag team 
division for more than two years, while the Harts 
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none was more exciting than this one. 
LL 
AUGUST 18, 1996: SHAWN MICHAELS 
DEFEATS VADER (18:59) 


SummerSlam 1996 was a financial disappoint- 
ment, but those who saw it fondly remember the 
main event. Michaels had won the WWF World title at 
WrestleMania XII, and he was at the top of his game 
in 1996. His title defense against Vader, arguably the 
most successful big man of his generation, saved an 
otherwise mediocre pay-per-view. The classic David 
vs. Goliath match had never been so enthralling. 


AUGUST 29, 1988: Li aha cota 
(DYNAMITE KID &. DAVEY BOY SMITH 
BATTLE JACQUES & RAYMOND ROUGENU 
TO A TIME-LIMiT DRAW (20:00) 

In the opening match of the first SummerSlam, 
the Bulldogs, one of the greatest and most innov- 
ative of all WWF tag teams, brought down the 
house with their combination of acrobatics and 
aggression. Dynamite Kid wouldn’t allow serious 


Who says a draw can’t be satisfying? Certainly not those in attendance 
at the first SummerSlam, in 1988. The opening match of the card saw 
The British Bulldogs and The Rougeau Brothers battle to what was ar- 
guably the most entertaining time-limit draw in WWE history. 


back problems to slow him down. The underrated 

' Rougeaus—high-flyers who had recently become 
rulebreakers—proved to be worthy opponents in a 
tremendously exciting matchup. 


Wy 
AUGUST 19, 2001: KURT ANGLE DEFEATS STEVE 
AUSTIN WiA DISQUALIFICATION (22:30) 


The bloodiest of all SummerSlam main events 
ended when corrupt referee Nick Patrick cost Angle 
the WWF World championship by disqualifying 
Austin. The match didn’t have the conclusive finish 
that the San Jose crowd wanted, but it did include 
many memorable moments, ranging from Angle 
kicking out of three stunners to Austin brutalizing 
several referees. Austin, ravaged by years of injuries, 
would never wrestle another great match. 


| = 
AUGUST 27, 2000: CHRIS BENOIT 
BEATS CHRIS JERICHO (13:02) 

In still another SummerSlam match that should 
be required viewing at wrestling schools, Benoit 
and Jericho employed all of the spectacular man- 
euvers and submission holds they had picked up 
while starting out in Calgary, Mexico, and Japan. 
This two-out-of-three-falls classic saw each man 
tapping out to the other’s finisher. Benoit pre- 


vailed when he avoided the full impact of the 
lionsault and, using the ropes for leverage, 
rolled up Jericho for the pin. The two gradu- 
ates of Stu Hart’s Dungeon no doubt made 
their mentor very proud. 


Lal 


AUGUST 28, 1989: THE BRAIN BUSTERS 
CARN ANDERSON & TULLY BLANCHARD) 
DEFEAT THE HART FOUNDATION 
(BRET HART & JiM NEIDHART) (16:23) 
< All young tag teams should study this 
match—a brilliant mixture of brawling and 
science, with plenty of double-team maneu- 
vers. They were the two best heel tag teams 
in WWF during the 1980s, and that night they 
put on a clinic in old-school wrestling. The 
Brain Busters, the reigning tag team champi- 
* ons, won the match when they proved to be 
the better cheaters. 


IO 


AUGUST 25, 2002: SHAWN MiCHAELS 
RETURNS TO BEAT TRIPLE-H (27:20) 


In his first WWF match in over four years, 
Michaels proved to the fans and to himself 
that he was still one of wrestling’s greatest tal- 
ents. The no-disqualification stipulation for 
the match allowed Triple-H to use his sledge- 
hammer with impunity. When Michaels, battered 
but showing little sign of ring rust, rolled up his for- 
mer DX partner for the surprise pinfall, the Nassau 
Coliseum crowd responded with a thunderous ova- 
tion. Michaels and Triple-H would go on to have 
even better matches throughout 2003 and ’04. 


AUGUST 27, sant te ROCK DEFEATS 
TRIPLE-H & KURT ANGLE (20:09) 


Filled with twists and turns that kept crowd on its 
feet, the SummerSlam 2000 main event was the 
WWP’s first great triple-threat match. The real star of 
the match was Angle, wrestling in his first pay-per- 
view main event. The Olympian suffered a concus- 
sion early in the match and was stretchered to the 
back. However, he returned in the closing minutes of 
the match to bash Triple-H with a sledgehammer, 
setting up The Rock’s pinfall victory. Even Angle’s 
detractors were impressed by his tenacity. 


AUGUST 30, po Sa AUSTIN 
PINS THE UNDERTAKER (20:52) 

The most financially successful SummerSlam 
ever featured a “dream match” main event that didn’t 
disappoint: The defending WWF World champion 
Austin (who had become the biggest star in wres- 
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tling since Hulk 
Hogan) and The 
Undertaker (who 
was at the height 
of his populari- 
ty) savaged one 
another in a wild 
brawl. In the end, 
Austin pinned 
*Taker following 
a “Stone Cold 
Stunner,” and 
wrestling fans 
—e te. screamed for 
”- Ean 8 


et ee More. 


SummerSlam 1998 was the most finan- 
cially successful of all WWE’s midsum- 


vy 


mer classics. The biggest draw of the AUG 13, 1997: 
night was undoubtedly “Stone Cold” BRETHART 
Steve Austin retaining the WWF World 
title by defeating the immensely popu- DEFEATS THE 
lar Undertaker in a brutal main event. UNDERTAKER 

* (28:09) 


Hart’s fifth WWF World title victory had arguably 
the best finish of any SummerSlam main event. 
After a grueling match that was one of ’Taker’s all- 
time best, Hart spat on guest referee Shawn Mi- 
chaels, who retaliated by attempting to superkick 
his arch-rival. Michaels accidentally hit Taker 
instead and then had no choice but to make the 
three-count. The outraged fans turned against 
Michaels, who would soon form DeGeneration X. 
The stage was set for the infamous Hart-Michaels 
Survivor Series 1997 confrontation. 


AUGUST 29, 1988: a & RANDY SAVAGE 
BEAT ANDRE THE GiANT & TED DiBiASE (13:57) 


For the first SummerSlam main event, Hogan, 
returning from a three-month sabbatical, teamed up 
with WWF World champion Savage to settle their 
historic feud with DiBiase and Andre. That Hogan’s 
longtime critic Jesse Ventura was the guest referee 
made the match all the more intriguing for WWF 
fans. The match was hardly a masterpiece of techni- 
cal wrestling, but it was highly entertaining, and, 
most importantly, it established SummerSlam as 
the WWP’s third major annual event. 


AUGUST 27, 2000: feat nasa DEFEAT THE 
DUDLEY BOYZ AND JEFF & MATT HARDY (14:51) 
The first tables, ladders, and chairs match took 
the violence of the innovative Michaels-Ramon epic 
battles to a new level, setting a standard for high-fly- 
ing, death-defying maneuvers that will probably 
never be surpassed. The Canadians retained their 
championship, but the match made legends of all 
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three teams. It was the 2000 Match of the Year and 
the high point of an all-too-brief “Golden Age” of 
modern-day WWF tag team wrestling. 


AUGUST 27, sess MICHAELS 
BEATS RAZOR RAMON (24:58) 


At WrestleMania X, Ramon successfully defend- 
ed the Intercontinental title against Michaels in a 
classic ladder match still talked about today. 
Fifteen months later, SummerSlam ’95 featured the 
rematch, although this time both men were fan 
favorites, and Michaels was the Intercontinental 
champion. Most fans believed the rematch couldn’t 
possibly equal their first encounter, but Michaels 
and Ramon proved that lightning could strike 
twice. Michaels awed the Pittsburgh crowd with a 
dive off the top of the ladder, and his victory con- 
firmed his status as wrestling’s “Showstopper.” 


The WWF's first-ever tables, ladders, and chairs match stole 
the show at SummerSlam 2000 in Raleigh, North Carolina, and 
set the standard for tag team competition for years to come. 
Edge and Christian retained the straps over The Dudley Boyz 
and hometown favorites The Hardy Boyz. 


AUGUST 29, fits BRET HART 
DEFEATS OWEN HART (32:17) 


If any wrestler deserves the title “Mr. Sum- 
merSlam,” it is most certainly Bret Hart. By summer 
1992, Bret was in his second reign as WWF World 
champion, and Owen was the reigning King of the 
Ring. The feud between the brothers, which had 
raged on for eight months, culminated in arguably 
the best WWF steel cage match of the 1990s. After 
superplexing Owen from the top of the cage and 
then reversing his brother’s “Sharpshooter,” Bret 
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if there ever was a wrestler who could be affixed with the moniker “Mr. 
SummerSlam, 
from top left: Victorious at both SummerSlam 1994 (Bret defeated his 
brother Owen in a vicious steel cage match) and 1991 (taking the Inter- 
continental title from Mr. Perfect), his most memorable match was actual- 
ly his Intercontinental title loss to brother-in-law Davey Boy Smith at 
SummerSlam 1992 at Wembley Stadium. 


escaped the cage for the win. It was a breathtaking 
finish to an unforgettable match. 
AUGUST 26, 1991: BRET HART 
PINS CURT HENNIG (18:04) 


Hart’s initial Intercontinental title win was also a 
classic. Though he was suffering from a career- 
threatening back injury on the night of his final In- 
tercontinental title defense, Hennig delivered one of 
the best performances of his career. The two sec- 
ond-generation wrestling machines stole the show. 
When Hennig submitted to the “Sharpshooter,” the 
WWF had longtime tag team wrestler Hart as its new- 
est singles star. It is hardly surprising that Hart re- 
gards “Mr. Perfect” as his greatest opponent. 


yf 


AUGUST 31, 1992: DAVEY BOY SMiTH 
DEFEATS BRET HART (25:40) 

In front of 78,927 fans at London’s Wembley Sta- 
dium—a SummerSlam attendance record—the 
brothers-in-law battled for Hart’s Intercontinental title 
in one of the greatest athletic exhibitions in wrestling 
history. Over the course of the match, Smith pow- 
ered out of the “Sharpshooter,” and Hart kicked out 
of Smith’s finisher, a running powerslam. A series of 
near-falls thrilled the heavily pro-Smith crowd, as did 
the surprise finish, which saw the Bulldog sit down 
on an attempted sunset flip by Hart and score the 
pinfall. It came as no surprise when PW/ readers 
voted Smith-Hart 1992’s Match of the Year. oO 


The Wrestling Observer’s Dave Meltzer contri- 
buted to this story. 


* jt would undoubtedly be Bret “Hitman” Hart. Clockwise 
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XTREME CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING was 

many things: innovative, barbaric, hungry. It 

was the hardcore alternative to the status 
quo; a nexus where garbage wrestling met catch-as- 
catch-can, where stunningly gorgeous women had 
R-rated catfights and bleeding men willingly put 
themselves through tables and tore through flesh 
with barbed wire. 

It has been more than five years since ECW 
ceased operations, collapsing under a mountain of 
red ink. Paychecks bounced and wrestlers departed 
for the greener pastures of the WWF (and—for a 
brief period of time—WCW). Over those years, ECW 
has been romanticized by fans and wrestlers alike— 
so much so that WWE has announced plans to re- 
create the ECW brand. 

There’s no doubt ECW provided a renegade edge 
to wrestling and helped inspire the WWF and WCW 
to greater success through the 1990s. But, now that 
we’re a half-decade removed from the “Extreme” 
era, how does ECW really measure up? Was that 
tiny promotion based out of a dilapidated bingo hall 
in South Philadelphia truly the catalyst for the mas- 
sive wrestling boom of the 1990s? Was ECW as 
good as we remember it as being, or are our memo- 
ries of Paul Heyman’s baby tinted by the rose-col- 
ored glasses of nostalgia? 

With the new ECW up and running again (albeit 
as a division of WWE, though Heyman reportedly 
will once again assume Creative control), we 
thought it would be a good time to take a look back 
at the history of ECW, from the opening of Eastern 
Championship Wrestling in 1992 until the compa- 
ny’s final card in 2001. 

We went through our archives and examined 
the history of ECW, year-by-year, from beginning 
to end. In this comprehensive look back at the 
promotion that redefined wrestling for the 21st 
century, we identified the top five stories, as well 
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as the match, wrestler, and tag team of each 
year. We also collected several memorable 
quotes that we felt best defined what ECW was— 
for better or for worse. 

Finally, we reviewed all of the PW/ Top 10 rat- 
ings through the years. To give our readers a bet- 
ter feeling of who the top stars of each year were, 
we established a point system, awarding 11 points 
to the champion, 10 points to the number one 
contender, nine points to the number two con- 
tender, and so forth down the line down to one 
point for the number 10 contender. Then we divid- 
ed those totals by the number of issues during a 
given year (usually 12, but from 1997 through 
2000, we added a 13th issue, either a special 
Winter or Holiday edition). The numbers you see 
following the cumulative top 10 ratings are the 
average score each wrestler received in our spe- 
cial analysis. Remember, the PW/ cover dates are 
usually two or three months ahead of the matches 
themselves, meaning that a title change that took © 
place in November would be reflected in the fol- 
lowing March edition. 

As for whether or not ECW is truly worthy of all 
the hype it receives, we draw no conclusions. We 
simply present the information to you the readers— 
the ultimate jury on that decision—in a year-by-year 
format. We hope you enjoy this hardcore trip down 
memory lane. 


Tang Hot Body’s Eastern Championship Wrestling heavy- 
weight title victory over Jimmy Snuka was the highlight of his 
career. While his reign may have been short, it did help catapult 
the Philadelphia-area native into the upper echelon of his home- 
town promotion in 1992. 


cumulative 
c FREES 


through December 1 


(from August 1992 
tough December 192) leo Team ¥ 

ohnny Hot Body (9. ear 
2—Jimmy Snuka (8.20) ( f the 


3—Larry Winters (7.20) 


4—The Sandman (6.40) The Super Destroyers 
5—Sal “Wildman” Bellomo : 
There can be no debate about this one: The Super Destroyers, 
(5.40) : ; 
6—Tony Stetson (5.40) A.J. Petrucci and Douglas Stahl, were not only the most dominant 


7—J.T. Smith (5.20) 


8—Jimmy Janneity (3. 


ECW tag team of 1992, but they were one of the most dominant 
40) tandems in ECW history. After beating the team of Max Thrasher and 


9—Cry Baby Waldo (3.40) Glen Osbourne to become the first-ever ECW tag team champions, 


10—D.C. Drake (1.80) 


sto Five 


sat 


ories 


ne Year 


the Super Destroyers went on to hold the belts for 283 days, becom- 
ing the longest-reigning champions in the promotion’s history. Un- 
fortunately, The Super Ds left ECW before teams like The Elimi- 
nators, The Dudleys, and Rob Van Dam and Sabu hit the scene. We'll 
never know how they would have fared against those great tandems. 


Wrestler vooe 


1—Jimmy Snuka beats Sal Béllomo to Johnny Hot Body 
become the first-ever Eastern Cham- 
pionship Wrestling heavyweight cham- “Superfly” Jimmy Snuka may have won the tournament to 
pion (March 26). become the first-ever ECW champion, but Tri-State Wrestling 


veteran Johnny Hot Body had established himself as the true 


2—Johnny Hot Body defeats Snuka for the | man to beat in the Philadelphia area. Hot Body’s heavy- 
heavyweight title (April 26). 


weight title reign lasted only three months, but he was a 
homegrown main-event talent in ECW’s early days, while 


3—The Super Destroyers beat Night Breed | Snuka and Don Muraco were generally regarded as WWF 
to win the vacant Eastern Champion- _ castoffs in the final stages of their careers. Hot Body was 
ship Wrestling tag team title (June 23). also the first-ever ECW TV enammploni 


4—Snuka regains the ECW heavyweight 2 
title, beating Hot Body (July 12). Sal ¢ 
5—Don Muraco defeats Snuka to win the oft thoW@ ar 


heavyweight title (October 24). 


Memorable 


Quotes 


“Beating up on Jim- 
my Snuka and win- 
itle belts. It’s * 
just like old times.” 


ning t 


—Don Muraco 


Tony Stetson 
vs. Johnny Hot Body 
August 12, 1992 


a In a match for the vacant TV 
& title, Stetson and Hot Body put on 
= one of the great brawls, reminis- 
+ cent of the classic bloodbaths that 
. were the trademark of ECW’s pre- 

decessor, the defunct Tri-State 
Wrestling promotion. Hot Body 
won the match at the Chestnut 


“Us Philly boys aren’t afraid to fight—to punch, Cabaret in Philadelphia to win the 
kick, bleed, and hit people with any weapon avail- championship. This brutal brawl 
able if necessary. If you want to make it in helped establish the hardcore rep- 
Philadelphia, you can’t be afraid of getting hurt.” utation that would become ECW’s 


—Johnny Hot Body trademark for years to come. 
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fe ey Top Five 


“an St tories f th 
1—Shane Douglas is awarded the 
heavyweight title by forfeit when 


Tito Santana does not appear for 
the match (September 9). 


2—Terry Funk makes his ECW 
debut (May 15). 


3—The Suicide Blonds lose the tag 
title to The Super Destroyers and 
regain the title on the same night 
(May 15). 


4—The Dark Patriot beats J.T. 


Smith in a Scaffold match (Sep- 
Even before it was officially 
tener known as “Extreme,” ECW 
f 3 wrestlers were taking risks few | 
ee ele) others in the industry would dare | y/ 
pinning Terry Funk during a tag take. The Dark Patriot tosses J.T. 


Smith from the top of a structure 
team match (November 13). during their 1993 Scaffold match. 


f 23 Match 
| of heYear . 


Terry Funk tas AS . 
vs. Eddie Gilbert im 
June 19, 1993 


ECW drew its biggest audience to that point 
to see “Hot Stuff” Eddie Gilbert clash with 
Terry Funk for the unofficial title of “King Of 
Philadelphia” at the Super Summer Sizzler 
Spectacular. Gilbert won what was billed as a 
“Texas Chain Massacre” match. Gilbert had 
also begun handling some of the backstage 
booking of ECW until a falling out with Tod 
Gordon and Paul Heyman in September. 
Also on the show, announcer Joey Styles 
made his ECW debut. The promotion courted 
controversy when valet Tigra was stripped topless 
in the ring. 


| Terry Funk made his first appearance for Eastern Champion- 
ship Wrestling in May 1993. A long time before becoming a 
\ hardcore legend, Funk held the NWA World title from 
» December 1975 until February 1977. 


Tag 


Team 
oft eYear 


The Suicide Blonds 
(Chris Candido, 
Johnny Hot Body, 
& Chris Michaels) 


It was a turbulent year for the tag team title 
as the belts changed hands eight times. The 
stable known as the Suicide Blonds held the 
titles on two occasions. They beat Tony 
Stetson and Larry Winters for the belts on 
April 3, then lost—and regained—the belts on 
May 15, trading the straps with the Super 

Destroyers. However, the Blonds were 
stripped of the title in July and quickly faded 
from the scene. 


Wrestler 
of theYeoar 


a The Sandman 
D.| 


i 1993 was a transitional year for ECW. The 
first half of the year saw Eddie Gilbert emerge 
: as the dominant heel, while Shane Douglas, Taz, 
Funk, Sabu, and Tommy Dreamer all debuted and 
developed into major players by year’s end. But 
throughout the year, The Sandman was arguably 
the company’s most consistent competitor. The 
Sandman held the heavyweight title from 
November 16, 1992, through April 3, 1993. He 
remained a top contender throughout the year, 
challenging Shane Douglas for the title in 
September and taking Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart to a 
double-DQ in a featured bout in November. 


Prior to swilling beer and beating people with kendo sticks, The 
Sandman fashioned himself as a spandex clad high-flyer (as 
seen here against Metal Maniac). The Sandman won the ECW 
title in November 1992 and held it until April 1993. 


Memorable 


Quetes 


“’m not a skateboarder. I’m not a 
‘Dynamic Dude.’ My name is 
Shane Douglas, and | am a profes- 
sional wrestler. And, as soon as | 
get a shot, | am going to be your 
champion.” 

—Shane Douglas 


“| had a great time. Funk dug into me, and | dug 
into him. | bled. It was great.” 
—Eddie Gilbert 


“Let Gilbert call himself the ‘King Of Philadelphia’ 
the ‘Queen Of Philadelphia,’ or the ‘Duke Of 
Philadelphia.’ I’m not much for royalty. But if he 
wants me to scar up his hide again, all he has to do 
is call.” 

—Terry Funk 


(from January 1993 
through December 1993) 

1—Jimmy Snuka (8.50) 
2—The Sandman (8.50) 
3—Don Muraco (8.42) 
4—Eddie Gilbert (4.08) 
5—Terry Funk (3.67) 
6—Larry Winters (3.25) 
7—lvan Koloff (3.17) 
8—J.T. Smith (3.08) 
9—Glen Osbourne (2.83) 
10—Tommy Cairo (2.83) 


cumulative 
ankin 
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La Top Five 

tage ~> j = 

4 i Stoeries.; the 
1—EOW champion Shane Dougls Ye ar 


es it aside to declare himself 
Fis 


the new Extreme Champion- =] 
ship Wrestling champion 
(August 27). 


2—Terry Funk successfully de- 
fends the heavyweight title in 
a three-way dance against 
Shane Douglas and Sabu at 
“The Night The Line Was 
Crossed.” The match 
goes to a 60-minute draw 
(February 5). 


3—The Sheik debuts. 


4—Tommy Dreamer kicks out of 
Jimmy Snuka’s “Superfly 


splash.” It takes four splashes a 
off the top rope for Snuka to : + i = 
beat Dreamer (February 5). Whether he realized the magnitude of the | 


situation or just enjoyed being the center 


ey ; : of attention, Shane Douglas’ repudiation 
5—911 wins 1994 PWI Rookie of of the NWA title would eventually alter the | 


the Year award. wrestling industry forever. 


Wrestler 
of theYeur 


“The Franchise” became the face of ECW, winning the heavy- 
weight title on March 26 and holding it for the rest of the calendar 
year. Douglas made history when he won the NWA heavyweight 
title in an interpromotional tournament and then tossed it aside 
while insulting the heritage of the NWA and its champions. It 
was a rebel moment that firmly established ECW as a renegade 

promotion and made Douglas one of the most controversial 

men in the sport. 

PW1I readers voted newcomer 911 as the Rookie of the Year for 1994. Unfortunately, 


his in-ring career never reached its full potential, as 911 became little more than a 
role player with ECW and during a brief stint with WCW. 


72 
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Match Memorable 
of the Year Quotes 


“! stand here before God and my father in heaven 


tonight, as | said | would be world heavyweight cham- 

ona rane Hel le pion. In the tradition of Lou Thesz, in the tradition of 

Febru ary 5 1994 Jack Brisco of the Brisco brothers, of Dory Funk uJr., 

, of Terry Funk—the man who will never die—and to the 

Technically, this wasn’t the first three-way real ‘Nature Boy’—Buddy Rogers—upstairs tonight. 
dance in wrestling history, but it was still From the Harley Races, to the Barry Windhams, to the 
extremely rare for a championship to be Ric Flairs. I accept this heavyweight title. Wait a Sec- 
decided in a match involving three competi- ond. Wait a second ... of Kerry Von Erich, of the fat 
tors. Funk showed he still had plenty of fight man himself, Dusty Rhodes ... this is it tonight, Dad. 
three-way dance format was co-opted by kiss my ass! Because I am not the man who accepts a 
both the WWF and WCW, based largely on torch to be handed down to me from an organization 
the impact of this incredible match. that died—R.I.P.—seven years ago. ‘The Franchise’ 


Shane Douglas is a man who ignites the new flame of 
the sport of professional wrestling.” 
—Shane Douglas, rejecting the NWA heavyweight title 


Championship Wrestling. In its place will be ECW— 
Extreme Championship Wrestling—and we recognize 
‘The Franchise’ Shane Douglas as our world heavy- 
e —Tod Gordon, declaring Extreme independence 
ear “| promised my moth- 
Public Enemy another title belt again 
... She’s afraid | might 
virtually unknown journeymen wrestlers, c . 
but once | =o wlikey Whipwreck to 


Q “Well, as of noon today, | have folded NWA Eastern 
Si weight champion.” 
er | would never win 
Rocco Rock and Johnny Grunge were end up like you.” 
they got Cactus Jack, after they 


pass 4 gained the straps less than 


The late Rocco Rock and Johnny Grunge three months later. P.E. 
comprised one of the most dominant and also beat Terry and Dory 


5—Kevin Sullivan (4.58) 
6—WMr. Hughes (4.67) 
7—Tommy Cairo (3.42) 


together, won the tag team title 

they were 

lightning 

in a bottle. The South Phila- fA 

delphia hoodies won the 

belts from Kevin Sullivan 7] (from January 1994 
and Tazmaniac on March 6 through December 1994): 
and held them for 5% — 1—Terry Funk (9.51) 
months. After losing the eel 2—Sabu (9.33) 

belts to Mikey Whipwreck 3—Shane Douglas (7.00) 
and Cactus Jack, they re- A | 4—Tazmaniac (5.50) 


cumulative 


ribet eal a =e in ee Sarath bie Funk Jr. in ECW’s first- 8—Tommy Dreamer (3.33) 
uo would make its imprint on the industry : 

in 1994, holding ECW tag straps on two sep- EVEF NO-ropes barbed wire ee 9—Hawk (2.83) 

arate occasions. match. 10—Jimmy Snuka (2.00) 
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eb Five 


1—ECW embraces the sweet sci- 
ence by bringing in Dean Ma- 
lenko, Eddie Guerrero, and 


Chris Benoit (January). 


2—Sabu and Tazmaniac 
beat Public Enemy in a 
“Double Tables” match 
to win the tag team title 
(February 4). 


3—Sandman beats Shane 
Douglas for the heavy- 
weight title (April 15). 


4—Steve Austin debuts in X&@ 
ECW (September 23). ) 


5—Mikey Whipwreck pulls | 

off the ultimate upset, 

beating Sandman for the  _~ 

heavyweight title (Octo- § 

ber 28). 1995 saw three of the greatest technical wrestlers 

in the history of the sport make their debut in 

Oe} ECW. Here, two of those men, Dean Malenko and 

Ae? ie. o Chris Benoit, double-team Tazmaniac. The third 

r ‘ : addition to ECW, Eddie Guerrero, also went on to 
enjoy a legendary career. 


Match 
of theYear 


Ax! Rotten vs. lan Rotten 
July 1,1 


~ — It was a case of sibling rivalry instantly becoming homicidal rage. The 

feud between Axl and lan Rotten was voted Feud of the Year by the read- 
ers of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, topping such high-profile feuds as Ric 
Flair vs. Randy Savage in WCW and Razor Ramon vs. Jeff Jarrett in the 
WWF. The goriest battle in this blood-soaked feud was the infamous 
“Taipei Death Match” where both participants had shards of broken glass 
taped to their fists. Technically, it may not have been a catch-as-catch-can 
mat classic, but it raised the bar on the level of violence ECW fans could 
expect to see on any given night. 


Axl takes a little off of lan’s top, as the Rottens elevate sibling rivalry to the extreme during 
their 1995 feud. The tremendously gory feud culminated in a “Taipei Death Match” won by Axl. 


Tag 


Tea 
roam Year 


Raven & Stevie Richards 


Raven—formerly known as Johnny Polo dur- 
ing his brief stint as a WWF manager the previ- 
ous year—reinvented himself by adopting a 
grunge look and lifestyle. Richards ... well, he 
was just coming along for the ride. Raven lorded 
over his dancing sidekick, but somehow, the 
Laurel and Hardy of hardcore became a truly for- 
midable tag team, scorings wins over Public 
Enemy, The Pit Bulls, and others. 


Wrestler 
far 


The only championship 
belt Sabu held during 
1995 was the ECW tag ti- 
tle, which he held with 
Tazmaniac for a mere 
, three weeks in February. 
So why should Sabu be 
considered ECW’s Wres- 


Sabu’a aerial superiority and willing- 
ness to sacrifice his body made him is littl 
an instant fan favorite and worthy of Know more about this little pro- 


ECW Wrestler of the Year status. motion in Philadelphia. 


Memorable 


Quotes 


“Sabu nearly kills himself by dragging 
himself around the ring, spitting up 
blood. Some people might have said, ‘Let 
him go! This is ECW!’ But no—! begged 
and pleaded with the ref to stop the 
match. | care for this man like | cared for 
no other wrestler | have ever managed, 
and | knew Sabu wouldn’t stop the match 
on his own. He just doesn’t know any 
better. He’s not that kind of man.” 
—Paul Heyman on the travails 
of managing Sabu, as quoted in PWI 


“| love violence. Watching it. Inflicting it. 

Even enduring it, if the mood is right.” 
—Woman, manager of The Sandman, 

enticing PW/ Managing Editor Dave Lenker 


“ve seen more wrestling in 
five minutes than I've seen on 

pay-per-view in five years.” 
—Joey Styles, describing a 
match between Al Snow and 
Chris Benoit 


tler of the Year? Easy. While fA 

Shane Douglas and Sandman 

contended for the heavyweight i 7] (from January 1995 
title, Sabu was thrilling the fans 
with his incredible suicidal 
dives and his willingness to 
sacrifice his own body to inflict 
damage on his opponent. Sabu 
became ECW’s most talked- 
about superstar. He created a 
buzz that made wrestling fans 
across the country want to 


through Winter 1995) 
1—Shane Douglas (8.58) 
2—The Sandman (6.17) 

i 3—Sabu (6.17) 
4—Tommy Dreamer (5.58) 
5—Cactus Jack (5.25) 
6—911 (4.92) 


rs | 7—Tazmaniac (4.42) 


cumulative 


8—Dean Malenko (4.33) 
9—Ron Simmons (3.50) 
10—2 Cold Scorpio (3.09) 
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te Five 


1—Shane Douglas makes a tri- 
umphant return to ECW after a 


lackluster run as Dean Douglas 


in the WWF (January 5). his neck in a prior match, nearly 
starting a riot in the ECW Arena 
2—Shane Douglas shakes Pit Bull | (August 2). 


during a promo after breaking 


3—A handful of ECW 
wrestlers invade a 
WWF card, heckling 
WWF wrestlers and 
holding pro-ECW 
signs (September 22) . 


y 4—Raven draws huge 
’ controversy by “cruci- 
fying” The Sandman 
(October 26). 


Brian Lee in a “Stair- 


ECW’s fans were doing such a good job of way. To Hell” match, 
promoting the brand at WWF shows via dropping Lee from a 
» chants and signs that members of the scaffold through sev- 


rogue company had to see it for : 
themselves. Here, The Sandman, eral tables stacked in 


Paul E. Dangerously, and Tommy the ring (October 26). 
Dreamer proudly display their credentials. 


Match 
of theYeor 


Rob Van Dam vs. Sabu 
August 3, 1996 


In 1995, wrestlers like Eddie Guerrero, Chris Benoit, and 2 Cold 
Scorpio put on clinics of wrestling brilliance and showed fans that 
good wrestling doesn’t always have to involve blood and foreign 
_ objects. In early-1996, Lucha Libre stars like Rey Misterio Jr. and 
Psicosis thrilled fans with fast-moving aerial attacks. But, when 
‘= Rob Van Dam and Sabu clashed, the fans got to see a match that 
blended all of those styles—hardcore, technical, and international— 
= in one fantastic match. Van Dam won the battle for respect, but 
_\'€ _ refused to shake Sabu’s hand after the match. 


_~ During the peak of ECW’s wrestling renaissance, Rob Van Dam and Sabu met in 
““s. a match that combined the promotion’s traditional mayhem with a dazzling 
array of technical grappling. 


Wrestler emorbie 
of theYear Quotes 


“You are not hardcore ... | made you stare 
right into the face of hardcore, and you all 


Raven turned away in disgust.” 
: ; —Shane Douglas, admonishing 
Raven held the ECW heavyweight title for 8% ECW fans for not supporting him 
months of the calendar year and only lost the when he attacked Pit Bull | 
title when Stevie Richards substituted for him 
in a tag team match and got pinned, costing “ECW wrestling fans are the kind of people 
Raven the belt due to a pre-match stipulation. who would cheer the hunter who shot 
After two months without the belt, Raven Bambi's mother ... They are not five-year- 
regained it in December, beating his arch- old kids waving foam fingers and wearing 
nemesis, The Sandman, for the honors. The ‘Hulkster’ bandanas or big goofy ‘Macho 
master of the “Evenflow DDT” was one of Man’ cowboy hats.” 
wrestling’s all-around top villains in 1996 and a —dJoey Styles, differentiating between 
tremendously effective champion. ECW fans and WCW fans, as quoted ina 


“Hotseat” interview in Inside Wrestling 


“Making Tommy —~_ 


Tag Dreamer bleed © / ij 


and suffer and 


lose gives me a 
rush every time. 


eam | can’t explain it. _ 
() t € Ye ak I’m sure he feels 


the same way.” 
—Raven to PWI 
imi Contributing 
The Eliminators eager liz 
Two words: Total Elimination. Perry Hunter 


Saturn and John Kronus mixed straightfor- 
ward brawling techniques with martial arts 
skills and a healthy dose of flair. The 
Eliminators won 
two tag titles in 
1996, thanks in 
part to their in- 
credible double- 


= 7] (from January 1996 


team finisher, @ through Winter 1996) 
“The Total Elimi- > 1—Raven (8.46) 

nation,” where poy, | 2—The Sandman (8.31) 
Saturn hit low c 3—2 Cold Scorpio (7.00) 
and Kronus hit ec! A ~ 4—Tommy Dreamer (6.46) 
high. It was an —_ e 5—Shane Douglas (4.92) 
awesome finish- & 6—Tazmaniac (4.62) 

er that almost The Eliminators—Perry Saturn and John Kronus—enjoyed pees ral 7—Mikey Whipwreck (4.53) 
always brought (el gastet queens ae oem none oe ey conus 

a match to an erate euccees ae eineies wrestlers, but nothing matched l=, 9—Cactus Jack (2.46) 
end. their dominance of ECW’s tag team division. 10—Pit Bull 2 (2.31) 
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Wve 
1@8$ 5} the 
Year 


1—ECW makes its pay-per-view 
debut with Barely Legal as Terry 
Funk upsets Raven for the 
heavyweight title (April 13). 


2—Tod Gordon is removed as ECW 
commissioner (June). 


3—Paul Heyman debates Jerry 
Lawler in the middle of the ring 
on a live broadcast of Monday 
Night Raw (March 10). 


4—Rick Rude is revealed as “The 
Masked Man” and proceeds to 
play mind games with Shane 
Douglas (April 13). 


5—Stevie Richards compresses 
several vertebrae, returns to 


i, a 


_ ae 


“The Masked Man” tormented Shane 


Douglas throughout most of 1996, only to 
be revealed at ECW’s Barely Legal as Rick 
Rude. Rude had not competed in profes- 
sional wrestling for three years while recov- 
ering from a back injury. 


the ring against doctors’ rec- 
ommendations, and then frac- 
tures a vertebra two weeks 
later (May 30). 


Wrestler 
of theYeaar 


Terry Funk 


When ECW finally got its long-awaited pay-per-view, it was the grandfa- 
ther of hardcore, Terry Funk himself, who stole the show. “The Funker” 
managed to beat the odds and win a three-way number-one contender’s 
match earlier in the evening at ECW’s Barely Legal and then had to imme- 
diately face Raven, a man who was almost half his age. Funk held the title 
for four months before passing the torch to Sabu and was voted 
Inspirational Wrestler of the Year by the readers of PW/. Not a bad year for 
a guy most people said was too old for wrestling. 


The ageless icon Terry Funk won a three-way match at ECW’s Barely Legal, earning him 
a title shot at Raven immediately following the match. Funk shocked the wrestling world 
by then capturing the heavyweight title. 


Match 
of theYeour 


Terry Funk vs. The Sandman 
vs. Stevie Richards 
April 13, 1997 


The most highly anticipated match at ECW’s 
first PPV was Taz against Sabu. Everyone want- 
ed to see if “The Human Suplex Machine” could 
upend “The Human Highlight Reel.” Taz did win 
that match, but at the end of the broadcast, the 
match everyone was talking about was the three- 
way dance between Funk, The Sandman, and 
Richards. Richards wrestled one of the best 
matches of his career. To no one’s surprise, The 
Sandman was a raging lunatic. And Funk was 

- absolutely determined to defy the critics and win 
the match, ensuring an immediate shot at the 
heavyweight title. It had all the elements of a 
classic, and it was the most memorable ECW 
match of 1997. 


Too 


of t 


Year 


The Dudley Boyz 


Buh Buh and D-Von started off as a comedy 
act, just two of a never-ending stream of goofy Dudley kids. But 


after D-Von beat some sense it 
into his dance-happy half- 
brother, the two actually gelled DP 
into a truly impressive tandem. 

In fact, the Dudleys won the 
ECW tag title on three sepa- 
rate occasions during 1997. 
Along with ever-present man- 
ager “The Universal Stud- 


muffin” Joel Gertner, the Dud- The Dudley Boys made the rare transition 


leys incensed fans, beat up from comedy act to respected tag team 
d li specialists. In 1997, the most successful 
men and women alike, and duo of the odd Dudley clan won the first 


three of their record eight ECW titles. 


collected title belts galore. 


Memorable 


“| would be a liar not to 
admit how much | 
learned being in the 
main events in the 
Memphis _ territory 
when | was 21 years 
old, 10 years ago. The 
psychology and learn- 
ing how to promote 
matches, the compelling TV they pro- 
duced, the rabid, exciting, even the ex- 
treme atmosphere in their arenas, all 
helped mold what | am today. | was 
only there 14 weeks, but it was a whole 
new world for me.” 
—Paul Heyman, reminiscing 
about his time in Memphis, 
ina “Q&A” in The Wrestler 


“All | know is that any federation where Paul E. 
Dangerously can make a living can’t be any good and 
can’t be wrestling. ECW is the home of all the lunatics 
in the world who can’t abide by the rules of civilized 

wrestling.” 
—Jerry Lawler, spouting off on ECW in a “Q&A” in 
The Wrestler 


“It thrills us when the WWF and WCW try to copy us. 

But we're always one step ahead. People are finding 
out that we're the real deal.” 

—Then-ECW commissioner 

Tod Gordon, as quoted in PW/ 


(from January 1997 
through Winter 1997) 
f— 1—Shane Douglas (9.38) 
2—Raven (7.00) 
se 3—The Sandman (6.85) 
A -] 4—Taz (6.23) 
r— 5—Tommy Dreamer (6.23) 
6—Terry Funk (4.62) 
7—Sabu (4.15) 
8—Chris Candido (3.38) 
9—Pit Bull Il (2.85) 
10—Stevie Richards (2.46) 


cumutative 
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2—Rob Van Dam wins the ECW 
TV title, starting the longest 
title reign in ECW history 
(April 4). 


3—Shane Douglas successfully 
defends the heavyweight title 
against Al Snow at Wrestle- 
Palooza (May 3). 


4—Bill Alfonso manages to get 


Although he never held the ECW heavy- = 
weight title, Rob Van Dam (with Bill rivals Rob Van Dam and: Sa 
Alfonso) was one of the organization’s bu to work together and be- 
most successful champions. His TV title come tag team champions 
run would be the longest consecutive (June 27). 


championship reign in ECW history. 


1—Taz suffers a concussion when 5—Masato Tanaka and Mike 


Bam Bam Bigelow slams him Awesome introduce ECW fans 
through the ring at Living to their brutal FMW feud 
Dangerously (March 1). (August 2). 


Wrestler 
of theYeaoar 


With his stunning head cheerleader, Francine, by his side, Shane 
Douglas ruled the roost in ECW. Douglas won the ECW heavyweight 
championship from former Triple Threat running buddy Bam Bam 
Bigelow on November 30, 1997, and held that title until January 10, 
1999. Douglas used his wrestling skills and grit to keep the title, but 
he also used every loophole he could to avoid challengers like Taz 
and Rob Van Dam, often wrestling in tag team matches and keeping 
the strap off the line. When a challenger finally got a title shot, 
Douglas fought like a tiger to keep his precious belt, eventually beat- 
ing his own record for the longest ECW heavyweight title reign. 


The bitter feud between Mike Awesome and Masato Tanaka—which started before they 
joined ECW—was one of the most technically sound and entertaining in the promotion’s 
history. The two would later be embroiled in a nasty series of matches for the ECW 
heavyweight title. 


Taz vs. Bam Bam Bigelow 
March 1, 1998 


The Living 
Dangerously 
clash between 
the 368-pound 
“Beast From 
The East” and 

The TV title match at Living Taz was third- 
Dangerously provided ECW fans with funner-up In 
one of the most memorable moments in the overall 
submission hold and out of options, Match of the 
Bam Bam Bigelow simply fell backward, Year balloting 
driving Taz and himself through the ring among PW/ 
and gaining the pinfall victory. readers. It was 

a classic bat- 
tle of a good big man against a determined 
smaller man. Taz—the reigning TV champion— 
was riding a wave of momentum heading into 
the match, and it looked like he would success- 
fully defend the title when he locked Bigelow in 
the katahajime submission hold. In desperation, 
Bigelow fell backward, driving both Taz and him- 
self through the ring to the floor, pinning the 
champion in the process. 


wey \ 


Tag 


Tea 


of 


*eVear 


Memorable 


Quotes 


“!m my own man. I’m not part of some gang, group, or 
clique. | don’t need that kind of garbage. | do things for 
myself and by myself. Alfonso did me a huge favor 
when he left me to join those other idiots. | realized 
that the only person | can trust in this business is me. 

No one else.” 
—Taz, on manager Bill Alfonso’s defection to Team 
RVD, in a PWI/ “Press Conference” 


‘It's almost like he’s not human! He’s wrestled with a 
cracked tailbone, he’s been burned in fire matches, 
he’s wrestled with broken bones ... hell, Chris Benoit 
fractured a couple of his vertebrae, and he was only 
out a few weeks! | can’t explain it medically, except to 
say that he’s the most extreme case of mind over 
body that I’ve ever seen or am likely to see again as 
long as | practice medicine. I'll tell you: When Sabu 
dies, | want to perform the autopsy, because Lord 
knows what's inside of him that makes him tick!” 
—An anonymous doctor and wrestling fan comment- 
ing on Sabu to PW/ Contributing Editor Craig Peters 


“The Head doesn’t like to be insulted. 
The Head has been to the top of the 
mountain and is about to pull Al Snow 
-.i¢ . to the pinnacle as well. 
/;@™\ Say you're sorry. Apolo- 
/ (=, gize to The Head!” 
®” '\ ~_—al snow, castigating 
Matt Brock for refusing 
_ to talk to a mannequin 
head during a PW/ 
“Press Conference” 


(from January 1998 
through Winter 1998) 
1—Shane Douglas (10.69) 

2—Taz (8.00) 


Sabu and RVD didn’t like one another, but they made one heck 
of a tag team. It’s a credit to manager Bill Alfonso’s diplomacy 
skills that he was able to keep both rivals together and focused on 
winning and retaining the tag team title—especially with Van Dam 
holding the TV title that Sabu openly coveted. Van Dam and Sabu 
were something of a ECW dream team—two top singles stars who 
were able to work as a cohesive unit and were equally capable of 
defeating top teams and top singles stars. 


3—Rob Van Dam (7.62) 
4—Bam Bam Bigelow (7.46) 
5—Sabu (5.77) 
6—Tommy Dreamer (5.62) 
7—Justin Credible (3.77) 
8—The Sandman (3.23) 
9—A\| Snow (2.38) 
10—Lance Storm (2.00) 


cumulative 
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‘aecan | Top Five 
A | ; 
Stories, the 
‘sow neneson concen YF Ga a 


a gory match at Heat Wave ’99 


(July 18). 
5—ECW’s heavyweight title re- 
2—ECW receives a national televi- ceives world championship 
sion deal with TNN and pro- designation from Pro Wrestling 
gramming begins in the late- Illustrated (December). 
summer (August 26). 


3—The Dudley Boyz and eee ‘ e 
Taz sign with the ~~? 


WWF, effectively end- ste. 
ing their ECW careers . 
(September 2). 


of } 
4—Mike Awesome wins r 
the ECW heavyweight ; “ 
title in a three-way Pa 
match against Masato Mike Awesome won his first of two ECW heavyweight 
Tanaka and Taz in titles when he defeated Taz and Masato Tanaka in a 
Taz’ final match be- three-way match. Presumed to be the heir apparent to 
. the ECW throne, Awesome never caught on with the 
fore heading to WWF. fans as expected, and left ECW in a cloud of contro- 
(Sept. 19) versy only one year later. 
i 


4% Wrestler 
of theVear “1 


Rob Van Dam “ 


The only person who could beat RVD in 1999 was © 
... well, RVD. Van Dam’s TV title reign was just three 
weeks short of two years long, ending when he broke 
his ankle on a baseball slide outside the ring in March 
2000: But, in 1999, Van Dam collected wins over Lynn, 
Lance Storm, Mahoney, and many others. He finished 
second overall in the 1999 “PW// 500” and earned the 
tag as “future World champion.” It would be the clos- 
est RVD would come to the ECW World title during the 
company’s existence, but, as 1999 came to a close, 
Van Dam’s future was as bright as ever. 


* 


Taz suplexed his way to another ECW heavyweight title defense in a tremendously 
bloody match with Yoshihiro Tajiri. He would hold the title once more, only briefly, 
before leaving ECW for the WWF. 


cha _ 


Memorable 


oftheyear | Quotes 


Rob Van Dam vs. Jerry Lynn in the side of Tommy [Dreamer]. You shoulda 
May 16, 1999 seen his face when | handed him his title belt. 


It was a ‘What the hell are you doing here?’ 
kind of look. It was great.” 
—Raven as quoted in “PW/ Weekly” 


Match 


The feud between RVD and Jerry Lynn resulted in sev- 
eral incredible matches, but their match at Hardcore 
Heaven may have been the best of the bunch. The back- 
and-forth contest went more than 30 minutes, with the TV 
title hanging in the balance. After dozens of near-falls, 
RVD finally put away his most persistent challenger with a : 
huge frogsplash. fae never managed to win the TV title | When my buddies [Masato Tanaka and 
from Van Dam, but he did manage to do RVD one better, | Mahoney] wonthosetagteambelts” = 
winning the ECW World title in 2000. The RVD/Lynn feud —AxI Rotten, insisting 

y elevated the TV title to a point where many observers felt there was no bad blood between he 
j it was a more prestigious championship than and former partner Mahoney 
4 le. the World title. The match was that good! 


“| had two nights of sheer joy. One was see- 
ing Kiss in concert the day before November 
to Remember. The second night of joy was 


“Paul Heyman has a philoso- 


The Jerry Lynn- Ohy: If you don’t want to be 


Rob Van Dam TV 
title match at Hard- 
core Heaven ele- 
vated both men— 
as well as the 
championship 


here, goodbye. If you’re a wres- 
tler, it’s fair. It gives you leverage 
to hold against your boss. If The 
Ultimate Warrior wanted to 


itself—_to a new 


level, with some come in, it would 

tuall lling f 1 C H i 
the strap to be . be like, ‘This is 
considered on par the way it Is, and 
with the ECW that’s that.’” 


heavyweight title. 
RVD emerged vict- 
orious. 


—Tommy Dream- 
er, scaring off The 
Ultimate Warrior 
in an interview for 
Wrestling Super- 
stars 


mS) 


i 
wel 
vi (from January 1999 


® through Winter 1999) 
> — 1—Rob Van Dam (10.00) 
The Dudley Boyz “SS ugg 2—Taz (9.46) 
a9) 3—Shane Douglas (6.08) 
Buh Buh and D-Von Dudley won three of their eight ECW tag = ae 4—Sabu (5.69) 

team titles in 1999. Buh Buh even got a chance to headline a pay- —_ 5—Justin Credible (4.54) 
per-view at Hardcore Heaven when he received a heavyweight title = P| 6—Tommy Dreamer (4.54) 
shot against Taz after the champ made Chris Candido submit in | => 7—Jerry Lynn (4.23) 
less than a minute. The Dudleys were voted third-runner-up in the = 8—Lance Storm (3.92) 
PWI Tag Team of the Year balloting. Their departure from ECW— ad =~ 9—Yoshihiro Tajiri (3.46) 
though amicable—was a devastating blow to the company. 10—Super Crazy (2.92) 
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LF pe 


1—Rob Van Dam breaks his ankle 
and surrenders the TV title 
(January 29). 


2—ECW World champion Mike | 
Awesome jumps to WCW 
(April 10). 


3—Tommy Dreamer fulfills his 
dream and wins the ECW. 
World title ... only to lose it | 
moments later to Justin | 
Credible (April 22). 


4—Jerry Lynn wins the ECW World 
title from Credible at Anarchy 


Justin Credible captured his sole ECW World Rulz (October 1). 
title at the expense of Tommy Dreamer, who 


had won the title only moments before. 5._-ECW On TNN cancelled as the 
: 7> Credible, generally known as a tag team spe- - : - 
- cialist, held the strap for six months before WWF SIgNS a deal with Viacom 


losing it to Jerry Lynn. (October 6). 


Match 
of theYear | 


Super Crazy vs. Yoshihiro Tajiri 
January 15, 2000 


Yoshihiro Tajiri and Super Crazy battled toe-to-toe throughout 
2000. They traded the TV title and delighted the fans with a rival- 
ry that helped both men’s U.S. careers. The culmination to their 
feud occurred in this “Mexican Death” match at ECW Arena. At one 
point, Tajiri nailed Crazy with a moonsault off the bleachers and 
then tried to stuff a steel pipe down Crazy’s throat. In the end, it 
was Super Crazy who won the match after power-bombing Tajiri 
through a table. 


ECW’s most entertaining feud of 2000 pitted Super Crazy against Yoshihiro Tajiri. 
Although no championship was on the line, both men fought ferociously in a 
“Mexican Death” match—the unofficial culmination of the feud—won by a bat- 
tered and bloodied Crazy. 


Wrestler 
of theYeor 


Other than a brief six-day hiccup, Awesome ruled ECW 
from September 19, 1999, to April 13, 2000, at one point 
holding both the World title and one-half of the tag team 
title. His unparalleled blend of raw power, aerial ability, 
and capacity to absorb punishment made him an unstop- 
pable force. He destroyed Spike Dudley, Masato Tanaka, 
and Kid Kash, and a dream match against Rob Van Dam 
seemed to be on its way. However, before that match— 
potentially one of the biggest marquee matchups in ECW 
history—Awesome signed with WCW. He was relieved of 
the title by Tazz on the way out the door and, by virtue of 
his defection, made himself one of the most hated 
wrestlers ever to com- 
pete in ECW. 


Mike Awesome’s 2000 could 
have gone down in history as 
one of the greatest years in the 
history of ECW, were it not for 
one awful decision. While his 
accomplishments were great, 
Awesome will forever be 
remembered for defecting to 
WCW while still holding the & 
ECW World title. 


Tag 


The Impact Players 
(Justin Credible & Lance Storm) 


Maybe it was Lance Storm’s technical prowess; maybe it was 
Justin Credible’s stiff Singapore cane; or maybe it was just 
Dawn Marie looking drop-dead sexy outside the ring. Whatever 
it was, The Impact Players were undeniably the team of the year, 
combining brawling tactics with old-fashioned Calgary know- 
how to take control of the ECW tag team title picture. Credible 
and Storm held the belts twice for a total of seven months dur- 
ing 2000, until they were forced to vacate the title when Credible 


won the ECW World title. 


Memorable 


Quotes 


- 


“Do you have ee 

any idea how ~ 

hard it is to get a 

a title off a guy 

from Calgary? J wl é 

Ask Vince Mc- p ea: \ 

Mahon.” : = 
—Lance ~ 


Stormafier 
he and Jus- i 
tin Credible 
won the tag 
title, as quoted 
in PWI 


“To have won the title in front of the great 
fans of the Twin Cities meant so much. I’ve 
bled buckets for ECW, and to represent this 
company as its World champion ... | really 
can’t tell you how good it feels.” 

—Jerry Lynn to PW/ Senior Writer Will Welsh 


“l feel that [Mike Awesome] as the World 
champion from ECW going to Nitro is horri- 
ble. I'm old school. I’m a firm believer in 
doing business the right way when you’re 
going out the door. No matter how much ani- 
mosity you have with the boss, you still owe 
your locker room as World champion and 
your fans that moment when you pass [the 
belt] on to another wrestler.” 
—Tazz in an interview on 
www.wresilingobserver.com 


(from January 2000 
through December 2000) 
1—Rob Van Dam (7.00) 
2—Mike Awesome (6.42) 
3—Rhino (6.00) 
4—Yoshihiro Tajiri (5.58) 
5—Jerry Lynn (4.92) 
6—Super Crazy (4.33) . 
7—Justin Credible (4.33) 
8—Tommy Dreamer (4.17) 
9—Sabu (3.08) 
10—Tie: Little Guido, 
Spike Dudley (3.00) 


cumulative 
Rankings 
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s 
. Op Five 
_—. 1—The Sandman wins the ECW 
( — | World title in a three-way match Ue ar 
a against Steve Corino and Justin 


4 Credible (January 7). 
: 9—_Rhino: defeats The Gandimancte 4—Under severe financial strain, 
Ge % win the ECW World title (Janu- ECW finally ceases operations 
YY = ary 7). (April 4). 
y i | . 
{ ||) 3-Paul Heyman replaces Jim Ross *—'ommy Dreamer bcm ete 
. — as color commentator on Raw Gent fiprmer EC sian an 
r (March 5) invasion of the WWF (July 9). 


 _ 


i 


a } Only a few months after ECW ceased operations, a contingent from the hardcore pro- 


motion—along with the representatives from the WCW brand—invaded WWF's Monday 
Night Raw with the help of the petulant McMahon children. 


Wrestler 
of thheYeor 


Rhino cut a swath of devastation through ECW until the 
company ceased operations. At Guilty as Charged, Rhino put 
forth an impromptu challenge to The Sandman and gored the 
new champ to collect the World title. When ECW folded, Rhino held 
both of the company’s singles titles and was the most dominant 
force in the promotion. 


Rhino was the most powerful force in the waning days of ECW. At Guilty as 

Charged, the 26-year-old captured the ECW World championship from The 
Sandman and held the strap, along with the TV title, until the promotion 
folded three months later. 


Match 
of theYeaor : 


Tommy Dreamer vs. C.W. Anderson 
January 7, 2001 


45 


> 
& 


asJiy if Dreamer and 
igs) wwe Anderson knew 
Vw ECW was in dire 


straits when they 
locked up for their 
“Il Quit” match in 
the Hammerstein 
\ Ballroom in a fea- 
tured match at 
Guilty as Charged 
(which would be 
ECW’s final pay- 
per-view). They 
waged a war to 
remember, with 
Dreamer scoring 
, the win after an 
intense brawl. 


January’s Guilty as Charged pay-per-view would be the last 
the promotion would ever run under its own banner. The mag- 
nitude of the event wasn’t lost on Tommy Dreamer and C.W. 
Anderson, who took the opportunity to put on a classic match. 


Tag 
Team 
of t eVYear 


Danny Doring & Roadkill 


Doring and Roadkill were the only team to hold 

the belts during 2001. However, other than a suc- 

cessful defense against Julio Dinero and E.Z. Money 

at Guilty as Charged, they barely had a chance to 
prove themselves. 


“Everyone is. well- 
aware of the situation 
in ECW. | would be 
lying if | said that | was 
happy with the situa- 
py tion. When you buy a 

house and a car and 
management is upset because | am 
upset, then that is too bad. | will 
never bury ECW or its manage- 
ment, because even if they never 
paid me again, they are still the 
promotion that made me what I am 
today, and | will never forget that.” 


, 
~~ femorable 
have a family, you 
—Former ECW World champion 


{due tes 
need to pay the bills. If 
Steve Corino on his Web site 


“It’s a fun game for everyone, including the 

wrestlers in ECW, because they finally get the 

chance to do something they’ve been wanting to 
do for years: beat the crap out of me.” 

—Paul Heyman, on the Anarchy Rulz 

video game, as quoted in PW/ 


“Do as Paul Heyman says, not as Paul Heyman 
does.” 

—Paul Heyman, giving a tongue-in-cheek answer 

to the question “What's the key to living 

a long, healthy, and rewarding life?” 

ina PWI“12 Questions” interview 


(from January 2001 

through June 2001) 
1—Rhino (10.33) 
2—Justin Credible (9.33) 
3—Steve Corino (8.33) 
4—Jerry Lynn (7.50) 
5—The Sandman (5.50) 
6—C.W. Anderson (4.50) 
7—Kid Kash (3.83) 
8—Tommy Dreamer (3.67) 
9—Nova (3.17) 
10—Rob Van Dam (2.50) 


ive 


ankings 


cumuftat 
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2006, we're starting to get a handle on where 

the wrestling business is headed, which wres- 
tlers’ careers are on the upswing, and whether fans 
and industry insiders should be optimistic. Based on 
the developments that have occurred during the first 
six months of 2006, we at PW/ are happy to report 
that pro wrestling seems to be healthier now than at 
any point of the past half-decade. 

How do we arrive at such a conclusion? That’s 
easy. Assuming that everyone agrees that the indus- 
try bottomed out in 2001, due to WCW and ECW 
going out of business and the financial ramifications 


ie OW THAT WE'VE reached the mid-point of 


Mid-Year _ 


mg | 


| 


q! 


The top £5 ¢p stories of the half-year 


of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, all the important indica- 
tors suggest that 2006 may be the most successful 
year since that time. The ratings for Raw, the flagship 
of pro wrestling, are routinely above the 4.0-mark. 
WrestleMania 22 garnered over one million buys. 
Impact is now scoring above the 1.0-mark in the 11 
p.m. Eastern time slot on Thursday nights. 

All of this brings us to our number-one story of the 
half-year: WWE’s revival of the ECW brand. If ECW 
does well on the Sci-Fi Channel, the extreme promo- 
tion will most likely secure a permanent home there. 

Of our 49 other important stories, the saga of 
Sting’s comeback, his brief retirement, and his tri- 


umphant return at Destination X was, in our opinion, 
the second-most important development of 2006 so 
far. His popularity boosted TNA television ratings and 
pay-per-view buys to unprecedented levels. 

There were also the fantastic matches that occurred 
between January and June: Rey Misterio Jr. winning 
the Smackdown World title in a three-way bout at Wres- 
tleMania 22, John Cena losing the Raw World champi- 
onship to Edge and regaining it three weeks later, and 
Christian Cage defeating Jeff Jarrett for the NWA World 
belt all were historic moments. In fact, we take a closer 
look at the “Top 10 PPV Matches Of The Half-Year” lat- 
er in this section. Here’s a sneak peek: Misterio’s World 


title victory at WrestleMania, Samoa Joe vs. Christo- 
pher Daniels at Final Resolution, and Cena vs. Triple-H 
at Mania are the top three. 

In addition to the top news stories and matches, we 
recall the silliest moments of the past six months in 
“The Wacky & Weird,” hand out the official Wrestler, 
Tag Team, Most Popular, and Most Hated Awards, is- 
sue grades to nearly every major superstar in an ex- 
clusive mid-term analysis, and—gazing into our crys- 
tal ball—we dare to predict a few events destined to 
occur during the second-half of the year. 

Join us for this exercise in instant recall! You won't be 
able to make sense out of the rest of 2006 without it! 
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WWE Prepares To Launch ECW As Third Brand 


As One Night Stand loomed on the pay-per-view schedule, several former ECW stars were offered more than a 
quick payday. They were offered full-time jobs as charter members of WWE's newest brand: Extreme 
Championship Wrestling. 

The Sandman, Justin Credible, Lance Storm, Mahoney, Francine, and Johnny Swinger were all offered con- 
tracts. Former ECW stars Kid Kash, Super Crazy, and Al Snow were already under WWE contract. It was 
assumed that Sabu, who had become just another victim of Samoa Joe at TNA’s Lockdown, would make the jump 
to a WWE-owned ECW. 

Then the big news broke. WWE had secured a one-hour time slot on the Sci-Fi Network beginning in June. 
While that seemed like a weird destination for a wrestling program, there was a certain logic to Raw and 
Smackdown’s alternative sister-brand finding a home at the USA Network’s alternative sister-brand. 

Several feuds began to percolate in May, leading to the One Night — 
Stand pay-per-view on June 11. Mick Foley turned against Tommy ae 
Dreamer, helping his rival—Edge—beat him to a pulp with a baseball : i Bas oe 
bat wrapped in barbed wire on Raw. The following week, Edge joined 
Foley in doing the same to hardcore legend Terry Funk. 

Former ECW owner Paul Heyman, who had served as head book- 
er for Ohio Valley Wrestling as of late, appeared on the May 22 edi- 
tion of Raw to challenge Foley and Edge to attend the PPV. When 
Dreamer and Funk emerged from the backstage area with weapons, 
it was obvious that Heyman had already found their opponents. 

Later that night, at the conclusion of John Cena’s successful WWE 
title defense against Chris Masters, Rob Van Dam announced he was 
cashing in his money-in-the-bank title shot and dared the champion to 
face him at One Night Stand. Cena accepted the challenge. 


Sting Returns, Retires, And Returns Again 


Proving to be as enigmatic as he was during his 16 months in the rafters at each 
WCW Monday Nitro, Sting surprised the wrestling world in December 2005 by mounting 
a comeback with TNA ... and disappearing as quickly as he came. Due to NWA champi- 
on Jeff Jarrett’s obnoxious mind games, however, Steve Borden—the man behind the 
makeup—returned yet again to the Impact Zone in Orlando. 

Teaming with Christian Cage to defeat Jarrett and Monty Brown at Final Resolution in 
January, Sting seemed to be in fantastic shape for a 46-year-old man, displaying great 
elevation with his “Stinger Splash” and keeping an up-tempo pace. 

At an Impact taping the following night, Sting stunned the fans at the Impact Zone by 
announcing his retirement. Claiming that his uninspired victory over Ric Flair at Nitro’s 
2001 finale had always left an empty feeling, he said that his exciting tag team match at 
Final Resolution was an appropriate way for him to close out his wrestling career. 

Fans chanted “You still got it,” and Christian Cage tried to reason with him, but Sting 
had decided that his family was more important. Jeff Jarrett was well aware of that fact— 
and sent Alex Shelley to Southern California to stalk and videotape the Borden family. 

Borden had to deal with Jarrett before fading into the sunset at Venice Beach. Without 
his trademark makeup, Borden attacked Jarrett at the conclusion of Destination X, only 
to be ambushed by an old WCW rival, Scott Steiner. Sting also appeared on the April 13 
edition of /mpact, helping to boost the ratings of the show’s Thursday night premiere. 
There, Sting dominated Eric Young before Jarrett, NWA World tag team champions 
America’s Most Wanted, and the rest of Team Canada hit the ring. Sting continued to 
wage war against Jarrett’s Army at Lockdown and Sacrifice—and several Impacts in 
between. 
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Rey Misterio Jr. Wins Smackdown World Title At WrestleMania 22 


On April 2, Rey Misterio Jr—sporting a Mayan headdress and accompanied by P.O.D.’s live performance of his 
entrance theme—walked down the aisle at WrestleMania 22 with all the pomp and circumstance of a prince ready for 
his coronation. Although Rey Misterio Jr. and the late Eddie Guerrero had not been blood relatives, wrestlers and fans 
alike regarded them as brothers in spirit. 

So, with the specter of Eddie Guerrero hanging over the Allstate Arena in Chicago, it was entirely fitting that 
Misterio would beat the odds to become the smallest man to ever win a world heavyweight championship. 

The other two participants in the three-way match, defending champion Kurt Angle and Randy Orton, were deter- 
mined to put forth the best effort possible despite the emotional momentum behind Misterio’s recent rise. Misterio had 
won the Royal Rumble, but he lost his subsequent title shot in a match against Orton. Because Orton had cheated to 
win the bout, Smackdown General Manager Theodore Long decreed that the Smackdown World title match at 
WrestleMania 22 would be a three-way affair. 

While Angle and Orton didn’t exhibit much teamwork, both 
men enjoyed treating Misterio like a lawn dart. At one point, 
Orton grabbed Misterio in a go-behind switch, prompting Angle 
to back-suplex Orton, sending Misterio nearly to the rafters. 
Later, Angle tossed Misterio overhead, but Misterio recovered 
by landing on Orton’s shoulders and whirling him over with a 
huracanrana. 

Moments later, Angle slammed into Orton with a Lou Thesz- 
press. Misterio knocked Angle to the arena floor, got a running 
start, and smacked a groggy Orton with a 619. The luchador 
executed a huracanrana, flipping Orton into a pinning predica- 
ment. In only nine minutes, WWE had crowned the smallest 
world heavyweight champion of all-time. 


WWE Starts Drug Testing Program 


What was Eddie Guerrero’s legacy? Friends remember a warm- 
hearted human being, while fans would remember his amazing match- 
es in WWE, WCW, ECW, Japan, and Mexico. History might empha- 
size his accomplishments as a Hispanic in professional wrestling. 

For the wrestlers of WWE, a major short-term effect of Guerrero’s 
death would be mandatory drug testing. In February, WWE 
announced that Aegis Sciences Corporation would be conducting ran- 
dom testing of all superstars on a permanent basis. An average of four 
tests—and a minimum of two—would be administered to each 
wrestler annually. WWE Chairman Vince McMahon introduced Dr. 
David Black, the head of the testing company, to the rosters of both 
brands just prior to a Raw-Smackdown super show in Washington, D.C., on February 6. 

The WWE Wellness Program would attempt to detect abuse of prescription medications, performance-enhancing 
steroids, and illegal recreational drugs. While it's debatable whether any of those tests would have saved Eddie 
Guerrero’s life, one additional test being implemented might have made a difference: a cardiovascular stress test to 
help pinpoint individuals prone to massive heart attacks. 

Although WWE's program—at least on paper—was on par with those utilized by Major League Baseball, the 
National Basketball Association, and the National Football League, some critics were concerned about the implemen- 
tation of the tests. Would the tests be truly random? Would the first round of testing, used to determine a wrestler’s 
hormonal and chemical “baseline,” allow superstars too much latitude in future tests? And would WWE strictly enforce 
suspensions—and possibly terminations—when it hurts the company from a financial or storyline standpoint? 

While skeptics took a “wait-and-see” approach toward WWE's implementation of the program, most observers 
agreed that the company had taken an appropriate first step toward preventing unnecessary deaths in the future. 
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WrestleMania 22 A “Big Time” Financial Success 


As of press time, the buy rate for WrestleMania 22 had already surpassed 925,000, and, as pay-per-view receipts 
from outside the U.S. continued to be tabulated, it became clear that WWE's premier extravaganza would surpass 
one million buys for the third consecutive year. In addition to being shown in more than 90 countries, the event was 
broadcast live on the Armed Forces Television Network. 

Keeping to the theme of this year’s WrestleMania, WWE's execu- 
tive vice president of marketing, Kurt Schneider, enthused, “From pay- & 
per-view buys to live-event ticket sales to merchandise purchases to 
global media coverage, everything for WrestleMania 22 screamed 
‘Big Time’ and further cemented the WrestleMania franchise and the 
WWE brand as perennial favorites in pop culture.” 

Consider the statistics for Chicago’s Allstate Arena alone. 
Approximately 17,155 people from 16 countries and 43 states attend- 
ed the live event, generating $2.5-million in ticket sales, making it the 
highest grossing one-day event in the venue's history. Each attendee 
spent an average of $26.70 on merchandise at the show, more than § 
doubling the previous record set at a Metallica concert. 

Even though wrestling’s recent up-cycle has been noticeable, yet 
tepid, WWE executives were very pleased with the mainstream cover- * 
age of Mania 22. ABC News, CNN, MTV, Telemundo, Tokyo Sports, Nippon Sports, and Sports Illustrated all report- 
ed on the show. 

And there’s still more cash to come. The WrestleMania 22 DVD, which hit store-shelves and online marketplaces 
on May 23, was expected to be WWE's best-selling video release ever. 

WrestleMania 23 is scheduled for April 1, 2007, at Detroit’s Ford Field, located only a short distance away from the 
Pontiac Silverdome. Of course, that was the home of WrestleMania III, which attracted 93,173 fans, setting the world 
indoor attendance record for any sports or entertainment event. 


Edge Beats John Cena For Raw World Title 


For nearly a year, Edge had been walking to the ring with his noto- 
rious money-in-the-bank briefcase. Edge had earned the right to have 
a Raw World title shot at any point during the year. On January 8, 
however, Edge cashed in his money-in-the-bank, and it netted him 
the Raw World championship. 

In the opening match at New Year's Revolution, Edge had been dis- 
qualified in his match against Intercontinental champion Ric Flair. Why? 
When Lita refused to stop interfering in the bout, Flair flung her into the 
ring and snared her in the figure-four leglock. Edge bashed him with the 
money-in-the-bank briefcase, prompting the DQ. Nevertheless, Edge 
proceeded to bloody the “Nature Boy” with the weapon. 

Edge proved to be even more ruthless later in the evening. John 
Cena managed to survive the dreaded “Elimination Chamber” for 28 
minutes, outlasting Shawn Michaels, Kurt Angle, Kane, Chris 
Masters, and Carlito Caribbean Cool. Just when fans thought New 
Year's Revolution had reached its conclusion, WWE Chairman Vince 
McMahon emerged from the backstage area and announced that Edge was cashing in his money-in-the-bank and 
would be challenging the battered Cena at that very moment. 

As the ring crew raised the monstrosity of steel, Edge went for a quick cover on Cena. The champion kicked out. 
Edge made another pin attempt. Cena kicked out again. Edge viciously kicked Cena in the head twice and, 45 sec- 
onds into the match, unleashed a spear. That still wasn’t enough to beat the “Doctor Of Thuganomics.” But then Edge 
hit Cena with another spear to realize his childhood dream and capture the Raw World belt in less than two minutes. 
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Christian Cage Defeats Jeff Jarrett For NWA World Championship 


Seizing the momentum that resulted from his jump from WWE to TNA in late-2005, Christian Cage was ready 
for his title match against NWA World champion Jeff Jarrett at Against All Odds. The fans at the Impact Zone 
were behind the Canadian-turned-Floridian, who received a rock star’s welcome at the February 12 pay-per-view. 

Cage tried to make history in short order by attempting an “Unprettier” at 
the 40-second mark, but Jarrett slipped out of the maneuver and caught a 
quick breather along the ropes. Jarrett countered Cage’s high-impact offen- 
sive with his typical low-impact mind games. He paint-brushed Cage and 
# slapped him across the face. 

Cage regained the advantage with a spear and went after Jarrett with 
right-hand punches and chops across the chest. Cage’s wife, who was sitting 
at ringside, winced as Jarrett slammed her husband's back into the security 
railing near her. Jarrett threw Cage back into the ring, whipped him into the 
ropes, and delivered a high-elevation dropkick. Whatever slight measure of 
respect Jarrett might have earned with that move instantly evaporated when 
Jarrett strangled his challenger with a blatant choke. 

Referee Earl Hebner broke the choke and got into a shoving match with 
Jarrett. Meanwhile, Jarrett’s valet, Gail Kim, unleashed a fierce huracanrana 
on Cage. Moments later, Kim saved Jarrett from Cage’s figure-four leglock by 
pulling him to the ropes. Hebner was knocked down in the confusion, and ref- 
eree Mark “Slick” Johnson took his place. Jarrett quickly tossed him out, but 
Cage blocked Kim’s interference by dropping her with a power bomb. 

The champion tried to capitalize with Cage’s finishing maneuver, the 
“Unprettier,” but Cage countered with an “Unprettier” of his own at the 18- 
minute mark. Hebner recovered just in time to score the pinfall and declare a 
new NWA World champion. 


Impact Granted A Weeknight Time Slot 


Since Impact premiered on Spike TV in October 2005, the working plan had been to eventually move TNA’s 
flagship program to a prime time, weeknight slot. On Thursday, April 13, TNA took a big step toward that goal, air- 
ing at 11 p.m. Eastern. 

Although TNA had been promised a prime time slot for that night, Spike TV executives had second thoughts and 
opted for the late-night slot with UFC’s The Ultimate Fighter as a lead-in for the show. Quite wisely, the TNA booking 
committee presented the best show possible, with Sting appearing in his first televised match in five years. 

When the April 13 show opened, Mike Tenay and Don West were already 
yelling themselves hoarse. Christopher Daniels was already bleeding from his 
forehead. Samoa Joe was already kicking his butt. 

Joining a match in progress was a risky way to launch the show, but it paid off. 
The 290-pound Samoa Joe delivering a leaping spin kick, Joe blistering Daniels’ 
chest with two-dozen chops, and Daniels downing Joe with a spinning power J 
bomb—all leading to Joe using an island driver off the top rope to regain the X 
titte—delivered a strong quarter-hour, helping to propel /mpactto a 1.1 rating. 

Also that evening, Sting wrestled his first regularly televised match since the 
demise of WCW. The former NWA and WCW champ dominated against Eric 
Young and was able to ward off Alex Shelley’s interference, but he mistimed a 
Stinger splash and hit the security railing. Back in the ring, Sting regained his 
traction, successfully hit a Stinger splash and executed a scorpion deathdrop. 
That prompted Jeff Jarrett, AMW, and the rest of Team Canada to rush into the 
ring. A.J. Styles, Rhino, and Ron Killings ran into the ring with baseball bats to 
save Sting. 
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Raw World Champion John Cena Defeats Tripie-H At WrestieMania 22 


Although the sight of Triple-H walking down the aisle in a gladiator’s outfit was absurd and John Cena 
dressed as a Chicago gangster was downright surreal, all of it seemed appropriate for the over-the-top specta- 
cle of WrestleMania. 

So did the intensity and emotion of the Cena-Helmsley match. Not only was there no clear odds-on favorite 
heading into the main event, but fans were split on which wrestler to support during the bout. Raw World 
champ Cena heard far more jeers than Triple-H. 

Helmsley sensed this immediately and played to the crowd from the outset. “The Game” took some hard 
bumps in the early going, including a flip over the top turnbuckle and to the arena floor, and a back bodydrop 
onto the metal ramp. Triple-H mounted a comeback, though, 
shoving Cena into the corner steps and scoring a near-fall 
back inside the ring. 

Cena regained the advantage at the 14-minute mark, nail- 
ing Triple-H with a clothesline and punching him a few times. 
The champion planted Triple-H with a powerslam, and then 
waved his hand in front of his face, mouthing “You can’t see 
me.” That riled the anti-Cena crowd. Moments later, Helmsley 
hit the champ with a low blow and did his own “You can’t see 
me” routine—topped off with an old-fashioned DeGeneration 
X crotch chop—prompting cheers from the anti-Cenas. 

Ultimately, Triple-H’s over-reliance on the pedigree became 
a factor. Cena blocked the maneuver twice and executed the 
FU. Helmsley kicked out, but Cena quickly applied the STFU. 
Despite many attempts to break out of the hold, “The King Of 
Kings” tapped out to the “Doctor Of Thuganomics” at the 22- 
minute mark. 


Saturday Night's Main Event firs On NBC 


Would the March 18, 2006, version of Saturday Night's Main Event on NBC garner anything close to the 15.2 rat- 
ing earned by the February 1988 prime time special featuring Andre the Giant's WWF title victory over Hulk Hogan? 
No one was that optimistic, but the two-hour special would have to at least clear the 6.2 hurdle established by the final 
SNME, which aired on the fledgling Fox network in 1992. 

The fans at the live event in Detroit were thrilled by the star-studded opener: Raw World champion John Cena and 
Triple-H vs. Smackdown World champion Kurt Angle, Rey Misterio Jr., 
and Randy Orton in a handicap tag team match. Triple-H embarrassed 
his rival, Cena, by planting him with a pedigree in an attempt to help his 
former Evolution running mate, Orton, score a three-count. Despite the 
Smackdown team’s three-on-two (and some would argue a four-on-one) 
advantage, Cena pulled out an upset for Raw when he blocked Orton’s 

| MITLN “RKO” and rolled up the third-generation star for the pinfall. 

_— Unfortunately, there were very few memorable moments on the card 
Eg Wy | a Al a until the main event: 
LI ] il y\ | i Shawn Michaels against Shane McMahon in a streetfight. Vince 
—— nl McMahon interfered for his son throughout the match, even handing off a 
trash can so Shane could execute a Van Terminator across the ring. But 
Shane O’ Mac missed big time, and the trash can went into Vince’s face. In the end, Vince distracted the “Heartbreak 
Kid,” enabling Shane to hit him with a low blow. Shane applied the sharpshooter and—in yet another allusion to the 
Survivor Series double-cross in Montreal—Vince quickly rang the bell to make HBK the latest screwjob victim. 

When NBC executives learned that the WWE special had scored a rating of only 3.2, they suddenly felt a lot like 

Shawn Michaels. 
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Kurt Angle Wins Smackdown World Title In Battle Royal 


Smackdown World champion Batista, dapperly dressed and wearing sunglasses, entered the ring to kick off the 
January 10 taping of Smackdown. Most fans were thrilled to see the “The Animal” and eagerly awaited his announce- 
ment. But they were sorry to hear that Batista had suffered a torn triceps two nights earlier in a match against Mark 
Henry and that surgery would force him to vacate the Smackdown World title. 

And that’s what led to Batista’s announcement. General Manager Theodore Long declared that a battle royal 
would be held that night to crown a new champion. 

When it was time for the battle royal, few were surprised to see most of the Smackdown superstars in the ring, but 
no one suspected that Theodore Long would produce a ringer: Kurt Angle from Raw. 

With Daivari at his side, Angle rushed down the aisle and slid into the ring. Immediately, everyone began pummel- 
ing the “Wrestling Machine.” Angle, however, caught a number of wrestlers with back-release suplexes, prompting 
them to regroup. 

Henry realized that Angle was the biggest obstacle standing 
between he and the Smackdown World title. At the first opportunity, 
Henry sent Angle through a table at ringside. Angle lay motionless 
as Henry snorted and returned to the battle royal. 

Henry dominated the battle royal, finally disposing of Rey 
Misterio Jr. and appearing to win the title. But Angle, who hadn't 
been officially eliminated, returned to the ring and went after Henry. 
He caught his fellow Olympian with a flying headscissors, and both 
fell over the top rope. Henry's feet hit first, though, enabling Angle 
to win the match and thus capture the sixth world title of his career. 

A few days later, surgeons removed a tendon from Batista’s leg 
to repair his injured arm. The ex-world champ would be on the dis- 
abled list for over five months. 


Johnny Grunge Dies Of Sleep Apnea Complications 

Hailed as a hardcore icon, Johnny Grunge—whose real name was Mike Durham—died on February 16 at the 
young age of 39. As Public Enemy, Grunge and his partner, “Flyboy” Rocco Rock, were considered the most innov- 
ative duo of the mid-1990s. Together, they caused near-riots in Philadelphia's 
Viking Hall and reigned as ECW tag team champions. 

“Johnny was a pioneer in the early stages of ECW,” Tommy Dreamer told 
wwe.com. “Public Enemy helped put ECW on the map, and they were our first 
homegrown main-eventers. He'll be missed.” 

Grunge and Rock were among the first stars that WCW Executive Vice 
President Eric Bischoff raided from ECW. In their debut on Monday Nitro, Public 
Enemy put Marcus Alexander Bagwell through a double-decked set of tables— 
something that had not yet been seen on national cable-television. Public 
Enemy would eventually go on to beat Harlem Heat for the WCW tag team title. 

Unfortunately, the sanitized Public Enemy, raising the roof and waving their 
arms in the air, became caricatures of their former selves—a point that was not 
lost on Attitude-era fans. When Grunge and Rock grew stale in WCW, they 
faced hostile crowds in brief stints in the WWF and ECW. 

After Rocco Rock suffered a fatal heart attack in 2002, Grunge formed 
the “New” Public Enemy with Jerry Grunge, who claimed to be his brother. 
Johnny Grunge weighed 390 pounds at this point and was barely recogniz- 
able on the independent circuit. He suffered from sleep apnea, and a 
February bout with the chronic condition proved to be his last. Grunge died 
en route to an Atlanta hospital. 
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Kane Stars in See No Evil 


For everyone associated with WWE Films, May 19 was a very important date. That was the day that See No Evil, 
the company’s first feature film, was scheduled to premiere nationwide. 

In the movie, Kane plays Jacob Goodnight, a homicidal lunatic who seeks refuge in an abandoned hotel, where he 
torments eight young criminals and the police officer who shot a hole in his head. But there’s obviously a screw loose 
in his steel plate, because Goodnight delights in gouging out his victims’ eyes with razor-sharp fingernails. 

In other words, it was a role that was perfectly suited for Kane. 

WWE Creative devised an ingenious way to promote the movie, with Kane going into violent rages each time he 
heard “May 19.” That gave wrestlers a convenient excuse to constantly repeat “May 19” on WWE television, and led 
to fans bringing signs with the date emblazoned on them. 

On Friday, May 19, See No Evil opened on 1,257 screens, with a per screen average of $1,313—totaling $1.6-mil- 
lion. See No Evil had no chance of grabbing the number-one spot because that was reserved for Ron Howard’s The 
Da Vinci Code, which opened on 3,735 screens, with a per screen average of $7,898—totaling $29.5-million. 

Regarding the opening weekend, See No Evil placed sixth with gross revenue of $4.35-million, compared to The 
Da Vinci Code, which earned $77-million—the second-biggest opening weekend ever. While that was a staggering 
difference, WWE executives had to be satisfied that See No Evil, which cost only $8-million to produce, had already 
earned half of its money back. The Da Vinci Code had a budget of $125-million. 

And, considering that See No Evil would continue to earn money in theaters, plus revenue in future DVD sales and 
viewings on WWE 24/7, Vince McMahon probably enjoyed his new status as a movie mogul. 


John Cena Regains Raw World Championship From Edge 


In January, there was only one event more shocking than Edge’s 
Raw World title victory over John Cena at New Year's Revolution. It 
was Cena regaining the championship only three weeks later at the 
Royal Rumble. 

Cena made a big-time entrance, dropping from the scaffolding of 
the pay-per-view set and attacking the champion at the outset. Edge 
fought back viciously, and the two brawled at ringside. Edge threw his 
challenger over the security barrier and into the crowd. The referee 
began a 10-count, and Cena just barely made it back into the ring. 

Edge dominated the match for most of the next 10 minutes. In fact, 
Cena seemed to be having a harder time with one man—Edge—than 
he did with five other challengers in the “Elimination Chamber” earlier 
in the month. 

The champion became so cocky, in fact, that he took the opportu- 
nity to mock Cena’s “You can’t see me” routine. Every time Cena 
would reach his hands and knees, Edge would kick him back down 
again. Repeatedly, Edge stomped Cena, realizing that the “Doctor Of 
Thugamomics” was usually able to mount comebacks by throwing 
fists and elbows once he got back on his feet. Edge didn’t want to 
give him the chance. 

But Cena was unstoppable. He regained his vertical base and 
wobbled Edge with a series of rights. Lita tried to intervene, but Cena 
knocked her away. Immediately, Cena hoisted Edge and planted him 
with the FU. 

To the crowd’s surprise, Cena didn’t go for a quick cover in an 
attempt to regain his cherished title. Instead, he showed uncharacter- 
istic discipline by applying the STFU—his version of Lou Thesz’ 
famed STF submission hold—and forced Edge to surrender at the 
14-minute mark. 
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Scott Steiner Targets Sting In Comeback 

Jeff Jarrett claimed that the mystery man he was bringing to 
TNA possessed three qualities: He was a former WCW champion, 
he had never appeared in TNA before, and, most importantly, he 
hated Sting. 

Scott Steiner was WCW’s most impressive world champion in 
the company’s dying days, had never appeared in TNA, and, not 
only did he hate Sting, but he also could cause “The Stinger” some 
serious bodily harm. 

Jarrett’s stooges were wreaking havoc at the conclusion of TNA’s 
Destination X pay-per-view. After Christian Cage successfully de- 
fended the NWA World title against Monty Brown, Jarrett entered the § 
ring and helped Brown in a two-on-one attack against the champion. 
When Cage’s longtime friend, Rhino, entered the ring to even the 
odds, it seemed as if the gates of Hell were flung open. The com- 
bined forces of America’s Most Wanted, Team Canada, and the mighty 
Abyss hit the ring, beating down Cage and Rhino in a brutal mug- 
ging—as the sinister James Mitchell laughed all the while. 

That's when Steve Borden, without his famous black-and-white 
facepaint, rushed into the ring and went after Jarrett, who had been 
responsible for Alex Shelley stalking Borden’s family in recent weeks. Jarrett’s thugs fled out of the ring, but 
Borden snared the former NWA and WCW champion in the scorpion deathlock. 

At that moment, Scott Steiner—with a stabbed-heart tattoo on his chest and appearing as ripped as ever—slid 
into the ring. He grabbed Borden and executed a fall-away slam, and then taunted him with a few quick pushups. 
The “Big, Bad Booty Daddy” applied the Steiner recliner, allowing Jarrett to smash Borden's head with a guitar. 


Rey Misterio Jr. Emerges Victorious In Royal Rumble 


When Rey Misterio Jr. drew his number for the 2006 Royal Rumble, he seemingly looked at Eddie Guerrero in the 
sky, smiled, and said, “You've got to be kidding me ... You got me. You got me, man.” 

When the Rumble started, it was obvious why Misterio had that reaction. As the number-two entrant, Misterio had 
to face the number-one pick, Triple-H, to begin the 30-man Rumble in his quest to earn a world title match at 
WrestleMania 22. But Misterio defied the odds ... and delivered one of the greatest 
feel-good moments of the year so far. 

Misterio mistimed a 619 attempt against Triple-H in the early going but worked with 
‘The Game’ to eliminate the third entrant, Simon Dean. The San Diego native promptly 
eliminated his old rival, Psicosis, who entered the Rumble as the fourth entrant. 
Misterio stood by as the fifth entrant, Ric Flair, went toe-to-toe with Helmsley. 

Randy Orton, the 30th entrant, quickly eliminated Chris Benoit, whom he defeated 
for the Raw World title in 2004. Moments later, Vince McMahon walked to ringside and 
distracted Shawn Michaels. Shane McMahon snuck into the ring and dumped 
Michaels over the top rope, dashing HBK’s hopes for a Rumble victory. 

The final four was comprised of Misterio, Helmsley, Orton, and Rob Van Dam. 
Misterio accidentally knocked Van Dam off the top turnbuckle, eliminating his only 
remaining ally. Misterio capitalized on dissension between former Evolution teammates 
Helmsley and Orton by sending Triple-H over the top rope. 

As chants of “Eddie, Eddie” resounded throughout Miami’s American Airlines Arena, 
Triple-H tried to stop Misterio’s momentum by shoving him into the corner steps. The 
spirit of “Latino Heat” was too much for Helmsley and Orton on this night. Upon return- 
1 ing to the ring, Misterio dodged an “RKO” attempt and eliminated Orton to become the 
Rumble winner after 60 minutes of action. 
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Matt Cappotelli Diagnosed With Malignant Brain Tumor 


As a co-winner of Tough Enough II, Matt Cappotelli was considered a future superstar of WWE. During his run on 
TEIl, viewers were impressed by Cappotelli’s “never-say-quit” attitude, particularly when he was the victim of a stiff 


beating at the hands of Bob Holly in one of the series’ most memorable segments. 

As the OVW champion, Cappotelli was getting the feel of life as an im- 
pact player. In fact, WWE Creative wanted to give Cappotelli and Tough Enough 
/V contestant Mike Mizanin a chance as a tag team with either the Raw or 
Smackdown brand. 

At the February 8 taping of Ohio Valley Wrestling, Cappotelli said that his hopes 
and dreams would have to be put on hold. In a 10-minute speech, Cappotelli con- 
firmed that he had been diagnosed with a malignant tumor and would undergo 
chemotherapy and other cancer treatments. He stressed the importance of God 
and insisted that he had been stricken with the illness for some positive reason. As 
the 26-year-old star surrendered the Ohio Valley title belt to promoter Danny 
Davis, the Kentucky fans responded with chants of “We love you, Matt.” 

“It was surreal,” said OVW booker Paul Heyman, describing Cappotelli’s emo- 
tional revelation during an interview with wwe.com. “It was amazing. It was divine.” 

Cappotelli expanded upon his frame of mind during an interview with Charlotte 
Observer wrestling columnist Mike Mooneyham. “My relationship with God is my 
strength. He’s given me complete patience and a level head at a time like this ... | 
know that everything is being done for a purpose. It’s not up to me to question His 
will and decide what that purpose is. It’s up to me to do the best with what | have 
and to live His will as best as | can.” 


Stacy Keibler Dances Her Way To Mainstream Stardom 


By the end of February, it was clear that Stacy Keibler had taken her last suplex, wrestled her last gravy 
match, and gone through her last table. Thanks to her extraordinary performances on ABC’s Dancing With The 
Stars, pro wrestling’s beloved Stacy was headed for a career in mainstream entertainment. 


Stacy’s mother happened to watch a few episodes from Dancing With The Stars’ 
first season, in which Seinfeld co-star John O'Hurley became a breakout star. She 
encouraged Stacy to audition for the show and—a few weeks later—she was train- 
ing under professional dancer Tony Dovolani, who later served as her dance partner. 
Because Keibler stood a few inches taller than Dovolani, she seemed somewhat 
gangly in comparison. But, when the music hit, she transformed into a graceful swan. 

On consecutive shows, Keibler and Dovolani earned perfect 30-point scores— 
10 points from each of the three judges. Keibler and Dovolani were the runaway 
favorites to win the competition, but an uninspired takeoff on the musical Grease 
halted their momentum. 

Keibler’s sexy performance of the “Samba” prompted one of the judge’s to 
call her a “weapon of mass seduction” and earned the dance couple a perfect 
score for their final number. 

But it wasn’t good enough. The votes of judges and viewers were given 
equal weight, and boy-band singer Drew Lachey and Cheryl Burke emerged as 
the winners. Keibler and Dovolani placed a very disappointing third place, 
behind football great Jerry Rice and Anna Trebunskaya. “You could feel the air 
go out of this place when your names were announced,” noted host Tom Ber- 
geron, attempting to console the duo. 

As Keibler’s WWE contract reached an end, she was considering numerous 
projects, including advertising deals, movie roles, and future appearances on 
ABC television. 
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WWE Presents Hall 0f Fame Ceremony 


“Never say never” has been the unofficial motto of the WWE Hall of 
Fame since the ceremony became a staple of WrestleMania weekend. 
That phrase certainly came to mind on April 1 as Steve Austin introduced 
former rival Bret Hart. 

Chants of “Thank you, Bret” broke out as Hart explained what the honor 
meant to him. The former WWF and WCW champion said that even after 
the bitter split with Vince McMahon resulting from the Survivor Series 1997 
double-cross, he resolved to keep his legacy intact, primarily by accepting 
any offer to be in the Hall of Fame. Said Hart, “I will never forget what 
WWE took away from me, but | will never forget what WWE gave to me.” 

lf Hart’s induction was a long shot a year ago, the induction of Eddie 7 
Guerrero would have seemed implausible. But no one predicted that the former PR 
world champion would die by the end of 2005. Chavo Guerrero Jr., Rey 
Misterio Jr., and Chris Benoit all gave speeches to induct “Latino Heat” into the }j~ 
Hall of Fame. Vickie, with two of Eddie’s daughters, Shaul and Sherilyn, fought pi? 
back the tears and thanked Jesus Christ for the special moment that evening. 

Earlier in the ceremony, Hulk Hogan inducted “Mean” Gene Okerlund. 
S.D. Jones inducted “Mr. USA” Tony Atlas, who was best known for sporting 
a physique that was years ahead of its time and holding the WWF tag team 
title with The Rock’s father, Rocky Johnson. In addition, WWE women’s 
champion Trish Stratus inducted “Sensational” Sherri Martel; WWE champi- 
on John Cena inducted William “The Refrigerator” Perry; Greg Gagne induct- 
ed his father, former AWA champion Verne Gagne; and Bobby Heenan 
inducted his henchmen of yesteryear, Blackjacks Lanza and Mulligan. 


Jim Ross Returns To WWE 


Vince McMahon might have believed that Raw needed a younger, hipper, and more aesthetically pleasing 
host, but, six months after J.R.’s humiliating dismissal, it became obvious that WWE could not fill the void left 
by the 30-year industry veteran. Ross’ replacement, Joey Styles, who flourished in the uncensored environ- 
ment of ECW, seemed stifled and overshadowed by his broadcast part- 
ners, Jerry Lawler and Jonathan Coachman. 

So, a few months after Ross had undergone colon surgery, WWE called 
upon J.R. to return for Saturday Night's Main Event on NBC ... a second time 
for WrestleMania 22 ... and yet again for Backlash. In the final analysis, the 
WWE suits, including McMahon, only felt comfortable when Ross was calling 
the marquee matches. This obviously put Styles in an awkward position, and 
he eagerly quit his Raw gig for a potential spot with the revived ECW brand. 

With Styles gone and Coachman promoted a few weeks earlier, Ross 
would have a chance to rekindle the chemistry he had with Lawler as 
WWE's premier two-man team. Lawler acknowledged that Ross’ honest 
approach gave him credibility among viewers. “If you know J.R., he'll go 
head-first into an empty swimming pool if he’s passionate about what 
4 he’s saying and he’s telling the truth. J.R. can’t hide his true feelings. 
He’s too passionate about his job.” 

From a health standpoint, Ross insisted he was feeling good. “I’ve 
never felt better,” said Ross. “I'm in the gym five days a week, | have a 
clean diet, and, mentally, I’m in a better place. I’m just so happy to have 

another chance to live my dream.” 

3 Ross returned to Raw’s announce table on May 8. 
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Shane Douglas Enters Rehab For Oxycontin Addiction 


When Shane Douglas reigned as ECW champion, his accumulation of injuries was well-known. “The Fran- 
chise” was respected for his superhuman endurance of pain. 

Beginning in 2000, Douglas needed severe help. Although Douglas had always used painkillers to a certain 
extent, his hometown doctor prescribed OxyContin to get him through some particularly nagging injuries. He 
was only supposed to take the painkiller—often prescribed to cancer pa- 
tients—two times per day. Over time, Douglas built up a tolerance for the 
drug, taking as many as 50 pills a day, sometimes 15 pills at once. 

While Douglas hadn't hurt himself holding a microphone as a backstage 
interviewer on Impact, the Pittsburgh native was still hooked on OxyContin as 
late as January of this year. Motivated by the birth of his second son on 
December 6, 2005, Douglas asked TNA management for a temporary re- 
lease so he could receive treatment from an outpatient center. He received 
TNA's full blessing ... and a guarantee that his job would be waiting for him. 

“| was taking doses that probably should have killed me,” Douglas told 
tnawrestling.com. “That’s when | realized | could either continue down the 
path until something horrible happened or make a stand. That was the 
hardest thing I’ve ever done in my life.” 

Douglas described the first four weeks of 2006 as “absolute hell.” He 
vomited several times per day, suffered extreme flu symptoms, and was 
devoid of energy. As of May, Douglas was proud to say that he hadn't 
taken a painkiller since December 22. 

Another former ECW star, Pit Bull II (Anthony Durante), and his girl- 
friend, Dianna Hulsey, died of OxyContin overdoses in 2003. 


Helmsley And Michaels Tease DeGeneration X Reunion 


As winter turned to spring, it seemed inevitable that DeGeneration X would once again run roughshod over 
WWE. Indeed, all the signs—more specifically, sign language—indicated that Triple-H and Shawn Michaels 
would re-form the renegade faction. 

Consider WrestleMania 22. Michaels did one of DX’s infamous crotch chops just before he leaped from the 
top of a ladder and onto Vince McMahon during their bloody streetfight. Moments later, he did another DX chop 
just before blowing his nose on Shane McMahon at ringside. Later that night, Triple-H responded to Raw World 
champ John Cena’s “You can’t see me” routine with a DX chop, which got a much more positive reaction. 

All of this was against the backdrop of McMahon’s continuing 
vendetta against Michaels. The “Heartbreak Kid” had been to Hell and 
back with the McMahons after a streetfight against Shane on Saturday 
Night's Main Event, a streetfight against Vince at WrestleMania, and a 
handicap match against Vince and Shane at Backlash. 

Triple-H, meanwhile, lost to Cena at WrestleMania and Backlash. 
Vince McMahon refused to grant Triple-H any more title matches, in- 
stead forcing Helmsley to prove his loyalty in the WWE chairman’s 
ongoing feud with Michaels. 

On the May 22 edition of Raw, Triple-H’s hatred for McMahon's favor- 
Fy ites, The Spirit Squad, boiled over. Following a senseless handicap match 
in which all five members of The Spirit Squad quintuple-teamed Michaels, 
McMahon ordered Helmsley to finish off HBK with his trusty sledgeham- 
§ mer. Instead, Kenny demanded that Triple-H give him the sledgehammer, 
causing an argument between the two. Helmsley responded with a tor- 
rent of clotheslines and pedigrees to demolish the entire squad. 

And Mr. McMahon got the sinking feeling that DX was reborn. 
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IWA Puerto Rico Owner Victor Quinones Dies At 46 


Victor Quinones, a fixture on the Puerto Rican wrestling scene during the past 25 years, was found dead in 
his bed on the afternoon of April 2. It was believed that Quinones unintentionally consumed a lethal combina- 
tion of alcohol and sleeping pills before falling asleep. 

Born on September 30, 1959, Quinones was introduced to the wrestling business by his stepfather, who was 
a lawyer for the newly formed World Wrestling Council. Working as a ticket-seller 
1 and helping to coordinate international talent, Quinones’ mastery of English, 
Spanish, and Japanese made him uniquely suited for his responsibilities. 

Gorilla Monsoon, a minority owner of the WWC, befriended Quinones during 
his stints in Puerto Rico. In 1979, the youngster moved to the Northeast, where 
he worked as Monsoon’s assistant, a timekeeper for WWF broadcasts, and oc- 
casionally as a preliminary wrestler named Mr. X for the next five years. 

Monsoon sold his 25 percent share of the WWC to Quinones in 1984. With Carlos 
Colon, Victor Jovica, and Abdullah the Butcher as his business partners, Quinones 
helped create the greatest boom period in WWC history, with NWA World champion 
Ric Flair, the Funk brothers, and Bruiser Brody becoming frequent attractions. 

Quinones left the WWC in 1991 and concentrated on dealings with Japanese 
promotions, including the International Wrestling Association. His success with 
that organization inspired him to launch IWA Puerto Rico as a rival to the WWC. 
With Savio Vega, Miguel Perez Jr., and Dutch Mantel as cornerstones of the 
promotion, IWA Puerto Rico had some very profitable years and eventually be- 
came a WWE developmental territory. 

Over the years, Quinones was instrumental in providing talent for American 
promoters, most notably for the WWF's Superastros on Univision, a Spanish- 
speaking network. His promotion’s fate remained uncertain as of press time. 


Joey Styles Walks Off Of Raw 


For a man who once earned a living by lambasting the cartoonish antics of WWE, it was certainly humiliating 
for Joey Styles to endure the ridiculous and juvenile taunts of five male cheerleaders on the May 1 edition of Raw. 
But that's what happened after WWE Chairman Vince McMahon left Kenny, — . 

Johnny, Mikey, Nicky, and Mitch as Raw’s co-general managers for the night. 

Styles had been busy calling the action when he was suddenly summoned } 
to the backstage area. The Spirit Squad demanded that Styles adopt a more } 
upbeat tone when speaking of them, especially during Kenny’s upcoming 
match against Raw World champion John Cena. They even threatened to 
make Styles wear a female cheerleader’s outfit the following week. 

The Raw play-by-play announcer, who had just endured his most embar- 
rassing moment on the show since accepting the job five months earlier, 
angrily returned to the announce table. Jerry Lawler poked fun at his broad- 
cast partner to lighten the situation. But J.S. proved he was no J.R. An infuri- 
ated Styles shoved Lawler in the chest. When Lawler continued to laugh, 
Styles shoved harder and then slapped him across the face. Lawler pie-faced 
Styles to the floor, calling him a “little runt.” 

Walking backward up the ramp, Styles delivered a memorable promo. 

“l’'m sick of sports entertainment,” snapped Styles, sarcastically. “I am sick of 
male cheerleaders. | am sick of boogers and bathroom humor and semen. | am 
sick of our chairman, who likes to talk about his own semen. He mocks God. He mocks God and makes out with the 
Divas all to feed his insatiable ego. | am sick of sports entertainment. And, most of all, | am sick of all you fans who 
buy into that crap—this sports entertainment circus. | never needed this job, and | don’t want this job anymore. | quit!” 

‘As abruptly as that, Styles was off to ECW. 
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Smackdown World Champ Angle Defeats The Undertaker At No Way Out 


Kurt Angle couldn't truly call himself the Smackdown World champion if he didn't defeat The Undertaker, 
whose shadow loomed large over the “blue brand.” At No Way Out, Angle had a chance to conquer his 


demons ... and a red devil named The Undertaker. 


The Undertaker went old school almost immediately, scaling the top rope and dropping down with a fore- 
arm. Following a brawl outside the ring, The Undertaker went for a choke-slam, but Angle kicked his knee to 
break free. The Smackdown World champion continued to work over the knee, first clipping him from behind 


and then wrapping his legs around the ring post with a figure-four leglock. 


Back inside the ring, Angle delivered several eloowsmashes to Undertaker’s knee. The Undertaker had to 
kick Angle to the arena floor to get some relief. Undertaker limped out and floored Angle with a big boot to the 
face. The tenacious Angle snared ‘Taker in an anklelock on the floor, rolled back in and out of the ring to break 


the count, and reapplied the anklelock. Angle neutralized ‘Taker with a leglock in the ring. 


Undertaker's only chance was to turn the match 
into a brawl, preferably outside the squared circle. 
But, even there, the champion ducked a punch 
and executed an Angle slam that sent UT through 
the announcers’ table. Half the table collapsed to 
the floor as Undertaker slid off backward. 'Taker 
recovered enough to send Angle into the corner 


g steps. A dazed Angle fell chin-first onto a corner of 


the table that was still intact. 
The end came when Angle snared Undertaker in 


another anklelock. Ever the UFC enthusiast, Under- 


taker maneuvered into a triangle choke. Somehow, 


x Angle bridged out of it, but kept Undertaker’s shoul- 


ders on the mat. The referee counted to three and, 
to The Undertaker’s bewilderment, declared that 
Angle had retained the Smackdown World title. 


Randy Orton Suspended For 60 Days 


In a move that shook up many casual observers of WWE, but probably didn’t surprise too many insiders, 


Randy Orton was suspended for 60 days for what the company termed “unprofes- 
sional conduct.” 

To many of his colleagues, Orton’s out-of-the-ring personality was disturbingly 
similar to his wrestling character. WWE's youngest world champion enjoyed wine, 
women, and song—and all the other benefits of being a superstar—a bit too 
much. Reportedly, Orton had been warned several times that his conduct might 
result in fines, suspension, or outright release. 

But none of this fazed Orton very much, as he made light-hearted references to his 
accumulating fines during the WrestleMania 22 press conference in Chicago. His loss 
in the three-way match involving Rey Misterio Jr. and defending Smackdown World 
champ Kurt Angle at WrestleMania and a singles loss to new champion Misterio, 
turned out to be his last high-profile appearances in WWE before the suspension. 

Sources inside WWE suggest that Vince McMahon might have actually re- 
leased Orton to send a stronger message to the third-generation superstar, mak- 
ing him a more reliable employee in the future. But, with TNA as an up-and-com- 
ing competitor, WWE officials didn’t want to risk going that far. 

Interestingly, Orton’s unruly behavior is well-known among industry insiders 
and friends of his family. Prior to starting his wrestling career, Orton got into seri- 
ous trouble when he went AWOL from the U.S. Marines. 
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Ricky Romero Dies Of Complications From Diabetes 

Although he was one of the most popular Hispanic stars of his 
generation, “Rapid” Ricky Romero is probably best known to mod- 
ern fans as the patriarch of a famous Native American family in the 
wrestling business. As he was well aware, that was a statement that 
could only be understood—and appreciated—in pro wrestling. Ro- 
mero passed away on January 15 at the age of 74. 

Romero, who was born in San Bernardino, California, in 1931, was 
the father of Jay, Mark, and Chris Youngblood—all of whom were of 
Hispanic descent but decided the Indian gimmick had more durability in 
pro wrestling. Jay formed a legendary tag team with Rick Steamboat and 
won five NWA World tag team titles, while Mark won the same title with 
Wahoo McDaniel. Chris enjoyed his greatest triumphs in Puerto Rico. 

Among his peers, Romero was remembered primarily for his 
accomplishments in the American Southwest, most notably Amarillo. 
After unremarkable stints in Los Angeles and Houston, Romero 
found his niche on the Amarillo circuit, but promoters Al Lovelock and 
3 Tommy Phelps restricted him to the smaller towns—and smaller pay. 

Dory Funk Sr., however, saw the drawing potential in Romero 
and offered him $1,500 per week in 1960. Eventually, Romero 
owned a percentage of the promotion. Romero’s list of champi- 
onship tag team partners reads like a who’s who of pro wrestling: 
Dory Funk Sr., Dory Funk Jr., Terry Funk, Pedro Morales, Nick 
Bockwinkel, and Eddie Gilbert. He even held the Western States tag 
team title with The Silver Streak, who was actually his son Jay. As a 
singles wrestler, Romero became synonymous with the Rocky 
Mountain title, which he held five times between 1968 and 1980. 
| In his final years, Romero’s legs were amputated due to diabetes, 

yet he became a frequent attendee of Cauliflower Alley Club reunions. 


Sean Waltman And Larry Zhyszko Drive Raven Out Of TNA 


In January, Raven was still waiting for his rematch for the NWA World title. Instead, Director of Authority 
Larry Zbyszko had goaded Raven into facing a mystery opponent at Final Resolution, with the stipulation that 
Raven would have to leave TNA if he lost. 

How did the issue between Raven and Zbyszko become so personal? It all started when Jeff Jarrett, with help from 
America’s Most Wanted, defeated Raven for the NWA championship at a Border City Wrestling show in Windsor, 
Ontario. Zbyszko allowed the outside interference to stand—and refused to grant Raven a rematch for the title. 

Furthermore, Zbyszko approved Kevin Nash as Jarrett’s challenger at the next pay-per-view. Even when a 
heart ailment sidelined Nash from the title bout, Zbyszko scheduled a last-minute gauntlet match. 

At January’s Final Resolution, Raven had to face Zbyszko’s anonymous mercenary. It turned out to be Sean 
Waltman, who was even more vicious than usual, going toe-to-toe with the former NWA and ECW World 
champion in a hardcore match. A shopping cart, trash can lid, kendo stick, and even a ladder made their way 
into the melee. 

When the referee was knocked down in the fracas, Zbyszko ran into the ring to take his place. Zbyszko, who 
was very familiar with the rules—because he had broken all of them during his heyday—used fair or fast 
counts when Raven's shoulders were on the mat, and slow counts when Waltman was down. 

As Raven tried to pull Waltman up the ladder, Zbyszko distracted Raven by grabbing his leg. That enabled 
Waltman to execute a breathtaking X-factor off the ladder and through a table. The self proclaimed “Living 
Legend” ignored Raven's foot on the rope, scored the tainted pinfall, and raised Waltman’s arm in victory. 
Security escorted Raven out of the Impact Zone—for good. 
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Shinjiro Otani Wins AWA Belt From Steve Corino 


The American Wrestling Association took a major step toward earning international respectability for its heavy- 
weight title when champion Steve Corino traveled to Tokyo, Japan, to face Shinjiro 
Otani. Moreover, the AWA title match was slated for the main event of a Zero-One 
Max event, so Corino had to prove that his championship was worthy of that status. 

Dubbed “Faithfully,” the show lured more than 1,400 fans to Korakuen Hall 
on January 22. Nick Bockwinkel, who lost the original AWA title to Jumbo 
Tsuruta in Tokyo in 1984, sat at ringside, ready to award the winner with a 
beautiful reproduction of the belt he wore in the early-1980s. 

Neither wrestler could gain the advantage in the early going, with Corino 
countering every catch-as-catch-can hold, and Otani returning every stiff shot 
with ferocity. The reaction of the Tokyo fans ranged from polite applause to 
enthusiastic cheers for both men. But it was the hometown favorite, Otani, who 
seized upon a critical opening, snaring the champion in a full nelson, which he 
launched into a back suplex. With Corino caught in a pinning predicament, the 
referee counted to three at the 20-minute mark. 

As a result, Otani became the fourth Japanese wrestler to become AWA 
champion, joining Tsuruta, Mr. Saito, and Takao Omori. Meanwhile, some 
AWA promoters in the U.S. worried that they now had a championship in exile, 
and that Corino could have been a more significant champion than Otani. The 
“King Of Old School” was largely responsible for the NWA title’s renaissance in 2001-02, when he defended 
the belt throughout the American independent circuit and Japan during his eight-month reign. 

“American fans do not have to worry about the AWA title,” said Otani through an interpreter. “It is the American 
Wrestling Association title, meaning the champion represents the AWA all over the world. | understand that.” 


The New Age Outlaws Reunite in TNA 


So, what inspired Triple-H and Shawn Michaels to start crotch-chopping in WWE? Perhaps it was the 
reunion of the former “Road Dogg” Jesse James and “Badass” Billy Gunn in TNA. 

But it almost didn’t happen. When WWE released Billy Gunn in November 2004, he headed straight for 
TNA, where, for legal reasons, he was not able to use the names “Billy Gunn” or “New Age Outlaws.” Simply 
known as The Outlaw, he attacked his ex-partner and formed an alliance with NWA champ Jeff Jarrett. 

Over the next several months, the rivalry between The Outlaw and B.G. James subsided, and James invited 
his former DeGeneration X teammate to join him, Ron Killings, and Konnan in 3 Live Kru, transforming it into 4 
Live Kru. The Outlaw showed his appreciation by changing his name to Kip James to honor B.G.’s legendary 
family, The Jameses, professionally known as the Armstrongs. So, Kip and B.G. became The James Gang. 

Not even WWE's legal eagles would be able to follow that string of logic. Nevertheless, The James Gang was only 
worried about having a good time in TNA. None of this sat 
well with Konnan, who questioned Kip James’ motives. 

Jealousy got the best of Konnan when he turned 
against the rest of 4 Live Kru and formed his own 
clique, The Latin American Xchange. Konnan—along 
with his new street stooges, Homicide and Machete— —- ae 
brutally attacked B.G.’s father, Bob Armstrong. Ron 1 bss 
Killings wisely removed himself from the matter, and 
The James Gang rode again in TNA. 

In their first major match together since WWE re- 
leased B.G. in 2000, The James Gang joined forces at 
Final Resolution to defeat Elix Skipper and David 
Young. On the independent circuit, B.G. and Kip won 
the Maryland Championship Wrestling tag team title. : 
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Holly Suffers From Life-Threatening Staph infection 


Out of the public eye since November of last year, Hardcore Holly had been 
waging his toughest battle ever: first to save his arm, then to save his life. As of 
press time, Holly was still taking strong antibiotics to treat the infection—and his 
physician was not declaring him healthy just yet. Holly, however, was deter- 
mined to make a comeback. 

His problems started when a staph infection formed in his elbow in early- 
November. After doctors gave him conflicting advice, Holly opted to go ahead 
with a European tour. Holly became sick during the tour and had to return home 
to the United States. It was discovered that the infection had spread into the 
bone of his elbow. 

Despite resting at home and receiving antibiotics, Holly suffered a setback in 
early-April. He was rushed to the hospital twice because his arm had swollen so 
much. Upon returning home, Holly was prescribed a regimen of antibiotics to be 
fed through an IV two times per day. 

Although Holly has had run-ins with WWE management concerning his stiff 
altercations with others in the ring, including Matt Cappotelli and Rene Dupree, 
Vince McMahon made a point to help the veteran financially while he’s out of 
action. Holly said he appreciated the support of WWE and its fans. 

“lve been getting a lot of response from the fans, and | want to thank all of 
them,” stated Holly. “And, for the fans that don’t like me, they only know me from 
television. lf they were to meet me, they would see the kind of person | really am.” 


Smackdown World Champion Misterio 


Defeats Layfield At Judgment Day 


At Judgment Day 2005, the entire wrestling world questioned the wisdom of thrusting John Bradshaw 
Layfield—previously a mid-card tag team wrestler—into a main-event match against then-WWE champ Eddie 
Guerrero. Two years later at the pay-per-view of the same name, no one was questioning Layfield’s creden- 
tials. They were wondering if the new Smackdown World champion Rey Misterio Jr., a close friend of the late 


Eddie Guerrero, could deliver as a main-eventer. 


The 5’3”, 163-pound Misterio knew the key to beating the 6’7”, 309-pound Layfield was non-stop offensive 


momentum. He delivered a running legdrop and punched his chal- 
lenger 10 times in the corner. With the bully JBL sitting against the 
bottom and middle turnbuckles, Misterio shot in with a slidekick 
below the belt. Then he dropkicked Layfield out of the corner. 

The champion mistakenly followed Layfield to the arena floor. Layfield 
met him with a big boot to the face, and then rammed his head into the 
metal ring steps. JBL further insulted Misterio by throwing him in the ring 
and executing Guerrero's trademark three amigos series of German 
suplexes. By this time, Misterio was bleeding through his mask, and 
Layfield took the time to gloat in front of the man’s wife at ringside. 

Later, Misterio mounted a comeback, came off with a springboard 
off the top rope, and accidentally hit referee Nick Patrick. Layfield 
powerbombed Misterio but was frustrated when new referee Charles 
Robinson didn’t make the three-count. JBL slugged him and grabbed 
a steel chair. Misterio kicked the chair into his face, delivered a 619 to 
the slumping JBL, and climbed to the top turnbuckle. The Smackdown 
World champion delivered a frog splash, another trademark Guerrero 
move, and a groggy Nick Patrick scored the pinfall. Chavo Guerrero 
Jr., Eddie’s nephew, celebrated with Misterio in the ring. 
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Vince McMahon Cleared Of Sexual Assault 


Did Vince McMahon's hormones get the best of him? Or did someone target the 
WWE chairman for a quick payday? Whichever was the case, the headlines com- 
ing out of Boca Raton, Florida, seemed to morph the real Vincent K. McMahon and 
the ogling, sexually driven “Mr. McMahon,” as seen on TV. 

Many would claim there aren’t too many differences between the two McMahons. 
Case in point: A 22-year-old woman claimed that the WWE chairman entered Boca | 
Raton’s Tanzabar Salon, located only a short distance away from the McMahons’ 
fashionable apartment getaway, which has served as their Florida residence for sev- 
eral years. Reportedly, McMahon was there for another routine Sunday night session, 
but, according to the young female attendant, he had more than tanning on his mind. 

The woman claimed that McMahon, 38 years her senior, asked her to take his 
photo using the camera on his cell phone. According to her, McMahon said the 
photo was for his “girlfriend.” Then McMahon allegedly took the camera and 
showed her nude and semi-nude images of himself. Following his tanning session, the attendant was wiping 
down the bed when he approached her again. The woman said McMahon groped her, and she rejected his 
advances. McMahon waited outside in his black Hummer for approximately 20 minutes before leaving. 

When contacted by the Palm Beach Post, Linda McMahon said the allegations were “totally bizarre.” 

The woman filed a police report, but prosecutors dropped the case because of a lack of evidence. Although 
there’s no way of knowing what really happened, Mr. McMahon was back into high gear within a couple of 
weeks, groping Playboy covergirl Candice Michelle on WWE television. 

Maybe she liked his flawless tan. 


Ring Of Honor Celebrates Fourth Anniversary 


Approximately 600 fans turned out for Ring of Honor’s fourth anniversary show, held on February 25 
in Edison, New Jersey. 

Former ROH tag champs Jay and Mark Briscoe made their return to the company, defeating Tony 
Mamaluke and Sal Rinauro and the team of Jason Blade and Kid Mikaze in the three-way opener. In the sec- 
ond bout of the evening, the hated Adam Pearce was the survivor in a four-way match also involving Azrael, 
Jay Fury, and the increasingly popular Claudio Castagnoli. 

The next two matches featured the icons of ROH. The longest reigning champ in ROH’s history, Samoa Joe, 
overcame a tough challenge of Jay Lethal, finishing him off with a musclebuster. Christopher Daniels’ match against 
B.J. Whitmer, turned into a mess, however, when invaders from 
Combat Zone Wrestling attacked both men, prompting wrestlers 
from the ROH locker room to take part in the brawl. 

That was the perfect segue to Homicide’s mauling of Colt 
Cabana in a ghetto fight. The referee stopped the match twice, only 
to have Cabana beg to continue. After Homicide piledrived Cabana 
onto a table, the referee stopped the match a third and final time. 

Bryan Danielson defended the Ring of Honor title against the 
unpopular Jimmy Rave in a classic match. Despite chants of 
“Die, Jimmy, die” from the fans, Rave kept pace with the ROH 
veteran. In the end, though, Rave tapped out to Danielson. 

In the main event, Austin Aries and Roderick Strong defended 
the ROH tag team title against A.J. Styles and Matt Sydal. Aries 
pinned Sydal to win the match for his team in a scientific en- 
counter. All four men shook hands after the bout. Unfortunately, 
The Briscoe Brothers ruined the moment by entering the ring and 
attacking Aries and Strong. Styles and Sydal came to the rescue 
of their opponents, however, and chased the Briscoes away. 
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Comcast To Carry WWE 24/7 


In its most important deal yet to make its classic 24/7 service available nationwide, WWE will now have 
access to an additional 10-million Comcast digital customers this summer. The agreement, which was an- 
nounced on May 11, will give WWE 24/7 coverage in 22 of the top 25 U.S. markets, including Northeastern cities 
such as Baltimore and Philadelphia, where the company has drawn well at live events for over 40 years. 

WWE executives thought the lure of wrestling legends available at a click of the remote would generate easy cash. 
Longtime Northeast fans, in particular, would appreciate the Hulk Hogan-Roddy Piper Rock ’n’ Wrestling wars, the 
Bruno Sammartino-Superstar Graham feud, and maybe even Antonino Rocca going toe-to-toe with Buddy Rogers. 

Comcast and WWE considered the deal to be a win-win 
situation. “WWE 24/7 is perfect for SVOD because it’s non- 
linear content that you can’t find anywhere else, it has an 
incredibly dedicated fan base, and the WWE has proven 
expertise in delivering a targeted message to these fans,” 
noted Matt Strauss, Comcast's vice president of content 
acquisitions. “We are very excited to be teaming up with 
WWE and adding this great new content to the thousands of 
on-demand programs we offer our customers every month.” 

Coinciding with the Comcast launch, WWE 24/7 will begin 
airing a new program, Legends Of Wrestling. Veterans such 
as Dusty Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Michael Hayes, Pat Patterson, 
Terry Funk, and Roddy Piper are expected to participate in 
free-flowing, roundtable discussions about wrestling of yester- 
year. Cable analysts believe that 75,000 hours of WWE, ECW, 
WCW, NWA, and several regional promotions should be 
diverse enough to satisfy fans in any part of the country. 


Batista And Booker T Involved In Brawl 


Their fisticuffs never made Smackdowrn’'s television cameras, yet Batista and Booker T certainly caused a 
buzz when their festering dislike for each other turned physical. According to witnesses, Booker T stood up to 
the much larger Batista during an argument that occurred on May 9 dur- 
ing a commercial shoot to promote SummerSlam 2006. Booker T earned 
some respect among his peers as a result of the incident. 

Booker T told wwe.com that the argument was all about respect. “I 
have no ill will against Dave, but | feel like he doesn’t know the history of 
the business at all. Maybe he should study the history. There’s a lot of us 
who paved the way in this business for men like Batista. We'll never be 
friends. We'll never exchange Christmas cards. But | will work with Dave 
in the ring like nothing ever happened.” 

Batista, who has a reputation for being easy-going outside the ring, thinks B 
the disagreement was due to a misunderstanding. “We had to get past this,” 
said Batista in an interview with wwe.com. “It had been brewing for a long time 
... Some guys say I've been running around claiming to be the top-money 
draw in the company, that I’m carrying WWE on my back. | never said any- 
thing like this. The rumors break my heart. | would never disrespect guys like 
Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, and Triple-H with comments like these.” 

Although Batista hadn’t been in the ring since vacating the Smackdown 
World title on January 10, he had been traveling with the Smackdown roster 
as of late while recovering from arm surgery. “The Animal” was expected to 
be back on television by July—and no one knew whether Booker T would be 
in his sights. Both men spilled blood and experienced swelling after the fight. 
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World Wrestling Legends Presents 6:05: The Reunion 
Imagine, in 1969, the sight of NWA champion Dory Funk Jr. hugging WWWF champion Bruno Sammartino. 


Remember back to 1984, when Jimmy Snuka vs. Greg Valentine would have been the main event in any arena in the 
United States. Think back to WCW’s glory years, when Scott Steiner turned against his running buddy, Buff Bagwell. 

Longtime wrestling fans got to enjoy those moments on April 29 when World Wrestling Legends, a Florida- 
based organization promoted by Sal Corrente, aired its first pay-per-view. Yes, Funk and Sammartino hugged 
each other—over 35 years since they simultaneously ruled the wrestling world. And, yes, Snuka faced Val- 
entine, and Steiner battled Bagwell one more time. 

And there was much more. Bob Armstrong teamed with his sons, Brad and Steve, to defeat a three-man Midnight 
Express—Dennis Condrey, Bobby Eaton, and Stan Lane—managed by 
Jim Cornette. Dallas Page defeated Chris Kanyon in a battle of former 
WWF tag team champions. Dory Funk Jr. and Mike Graham, with “Da 
Brune” in their corner, beat Tully Blanchard and David Flair, with the for- 
mer manager of The Four Horsemen, James J. Dillon, at ringside. Marc 
Mero, Jake Roberts, Kamala, Vampiro, Carlos and Eddie Colon, Koko B. 
Ware, Disco Inferno, Rick Steiner, Jim Duggan, Nikolai Volkoff, The Iron 
Sheik, and even several former members of The Nitro Girls were on the 
show, which was taped at Hard Rock Live in Orlando. 

According to WWL organizers, the title of the event was intended to 
honor the tradition of pro wrestling on Ted Turner's WTBS. From 1972 to 
2000, the 6:05 timeslot was reserved for, arguably, the best wrestling pro- 
grams in history. Jim Cornette, Florida manager and promoter Ron Niemi, 
Cory Macklin, and the legendary voice of Memphis wrestling, the 80-year- 
old Lance Russell, were the broadcast team for the pay-per-view. 


Samoa Joe And Sting Defeat Jarrett And Steiner At Sacrifice 


Sting had reason to be cautious when TNA X champion Samoa Joe 
agreed to be his partner against Jeff Jarrett and Scott Steiner at Sacrifice, 
held at Universal Studios in Orlando. After all, everyone remembered how 
Samoa Joe carried around a white towel stained with Christopher Daniels’ 
blood, the result of their partnership gone wrong. 

But Samoa Joe also had reason to help Sting at the May 14 pay-per-view: 
This was his first main event on a national PPV. Joe wanted his arm raised in vic- 
tory at Sacrifice, and he would have to co-exist with Sting to make that happen. 

“The Stinger” gained the upper hand for his team at the outset, knocking 
Jarrett to the arena floor, giving Steiner a big boot in the corner, and power- 
bombing the 275-pounder. Next, Sting leaped off the top turnbuckle, level- 
ing Steiner and Jarrett with a splash. That prompted an even more frenzied 
chant for Samoa Joe. 

Steiner and Samoa Joe stared at each other like snorting bulls. The X 
champion actually pie-faced “Big Poppa Pump.” Steiner, a decorated athlete 
from the University of Michigan, took over Joe with a belly-to-belly suplex 
@ then, the repulsive “Big, Bad, Booty Daddy,” spat on his opponent. 

After ducking a double-clothesline from Jarrett and Steiner, Joe ran over 
both men with his own clothesline. As Sting hit a plancha on Steiner, Joe plant- 
ed Jarrett with a powerslam. Gail Kim put Jarrett’s foot on the bottom rope. 
Jarrett executed “The Stroke,” but Joe powered out quickly at the count of one. 
At that point, Jarrett tried to position Joe on the top turnbuckle, but Joe 
responded with a devastating muscle-buster on Jarrett. Joe covered the former 
NWA World champ for the easy pinfall—and highest-profile win of his career. 
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Kurt Angle Placed On Disabled List 


Mark Henry got the blame for Kurt Angle’s absence from the 
Smackdown roster when the 400-pound behemoth leaped off the 
ring apron and splashed the former Raw and Smackdown World 
champion through a table and to the concrete floor. But the real 
culprit was Angle’s nagging neck injury, which placed his career 
in doubt yet again. 

It was common knowledge that Angle was in chronic pain dur- 
ing his latest run with the Smackdown brand, which had included 
a World title reign. And, while Angle had been praised for his 
“MVP” performances, including his final television match against 
Smackdown World champion Rey Misterio Jr., the clock was tick- 
ing on his long-term viability in the ring. 

In late-April, even Angle admitted that he could no longer toler- 
ate the constant bumps and chronic pain. Following a WWE tour of Europe, during which Angle was in unbear- 
able pain just walking to his hotel room, officials gladly honored the Olympian’s request for some time off. 

WWE sources suggested that Angle’s neck condition was actually worse than that of Steve Austin, who 
opted to retire instead of risking permanent paralysis—and Angle’s in-ring style was considered to be riskier 
than Austin’s. Some officials endorsed the idea of keeping Angle as only a part-time wrestler, with high visibility 
on television but fewer house show dates. 

As of press time, it was hard to determine which side won the debate. On the May 29 edition of Raw, WWE 
Chairman Vince McMahon told Paul Heyman that he would be able to select one Raw superstar and one 
Smackdown superstar for the revived ECW brand. He only hinted that Rob Van Dam would be his pick from 
Raw, but quickly announced his choice from Smackdown, which turned out to be Angle. 


Brock Lesnar Makes Compromise Deal With WWE 


After Brock Lesnar suffered a stinging loss to Bill Goldberg at WrestleMania XX, he seemed to go out of his way 
to antagonize WWE. In 2005, Lesnar appeared at ringside during a New Japan show, went on to wrestle for the 
company, and won the IWGP title from Kazuyuki Fujita. WWE attorneys jus . 
maintained that all of these activities violated the non-compete clause he 
signed in order to abort his wrestling career and pursue a spot in the NFL. 

Because Lesnar failed in his attempt to play pro football, he realized 
that wrestling remained his only high-dollar option. Although Lesnar 
dropped the “Next Big Thing” nickname, exchanged his black trunks for 
red ones, and sarcastically renamed the F5 “The Verdict,” WWE attor- 
neys refused to make further royalty payments to him and threatened 
further legal action. Lesnar’s lawyer, David Bradley Olsen, argued that 
New Japan—being halfway around the world—didn’t provide direct com- 
petition to WWE, and said he should be able to earn a living at his craft. 

In early-2006, Lesnar continued to defy WWE, defeating Shinsuke 
Nakamura at New Japan’s big Tokyo Dome show and teaming with 
Nakamura against Riki Choshu and Akebono at Sumo Hall. Realizing that 
Lesnar was determined to continue wrestling, and deciding that constantly 
threatening the ex-“Big Thing” was no longer worth the time or money, WWE 
agreed to allow him to work for New Japan ... with certain stipulations. 

Neither side wanted to discuss the details of the agreement. Olsen 
simply said the deal would let Lesnar “pursue new ventures while he is 
still in his athletic prime.” WWE released a statement that insisted the 
settlement “appropriately protects WWE's substantial investment in 
Brock Lesnar’s wrestling character.” 
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Raw World Champion Cena Beats Edge And Helmsley At Backlash 


Wrestling fans had already seen John Cena vs. Edge vs. Triple-H in every possible scenario. Yet fans still 
clamored to see Cena defend the Raw World title against Edge and Triple-H in a three-way match at the 
Backlash pay-per-view on April 30. 

At Edge’s behest, Cena and Triple-H started the match. After trading rights and lefts, they noticed Edge 
laughing on the apron. They turned his smile upside-down by prompily flipping him into the ring, resulting in a 
chorus of cheers. As in the previous Cena-Edge-Helmsley encounters, there were mixed reactions to the 
match, but all the fans could agree to hate Edge. 

There were plenty of Cena-haters that night in Lexington, Kentucky, and plenty of fans who still resented 
Triple-H’s omnipresence in WWE title matches. After Cena planted Edge with a turnaround slam, the champi- 
on bounced backward to deliver his patented five-knuckle shuffle, but Lita held down the top rope, causing him 
to tumble outside the ring. Those were the first cheers that Lita had heard since screwing over Matt Hardy. 

Triple-H, on the other hand, heard his share of cheers when he ducked a chairshot from Lita, and nailed her with 
a spinebuster. “The Game” grabbed his trusty sledgehammer. Edge knocked down Triple-H with a spear. Cena 
caught Edge and hoisted him for the “FU,” but Triple-H hit him with a low blow, causing Edge to fall out of the ring. 
Triple-H attempted a pedigree, ignoring the fact that his over-reliance on the maneuver had caused him a string of 
losses to Batista and Cena, only to have Cena drop him on his back, form a bridge, and score the pinfall. 


Vince McMahon Graces Muscle a Fitness Cover 


Vince McMahon's Herculean pose on the cover of Muscle & Fitness had to make him a very proud man. After all, a 
non-WWE publication had endorsed his physique and his ability to sell magazines. That was high flattery, indeed. 

McMahon had come a long way in a year. At Royal Rumble 2005, McMahon tore a quadriceps muscle as 
he made his way into the ring. Similar to Triple-H’s disturbing quadriceps tear live on Raw back in 2001, Mc- 
Mahon was forced to use a crutch. Later, further stress on his other leg caused that quadriceps to tear. The 
once-mighty McMahon was forced into a wheelchair. For several months, the WWE chairman made only spo- 
radic backstage appearances at live events and conducted business from his Connecticut mansion. 

When Vinnie Mac returned to WWE television in summer of 2005, most people assumed that while McMahon 
appeared healthy, he couldn’t be sporting the same physique under those large business suits. They were right. 
McMahon was hitting the gym ona 
regular basis, forging a physique that 
was more impressive than ever. 

The magazine featured McMahon 
in an elaborate layout, and included 
his views on the importance of physi- 
cal fitness. “Everything’s better when 
you're in shape,” he said. “Food tastes 
better. Sex is better. Even breathing 
is easier.” The story also had quotes 
from his son-in-law, Triple-H, who 
noted that McMahon was actually 
shy about his body. 

Most fans wouldn't have imagined 
that when McMahon gloated about 
the cover on Raw. In fact, rumor had 
it that McMahon couldn’t decide on 
which cover to hang in his bedroom, 
the risqué Playboy pose of Candice 
Michelle or his own glistening body. 

Odds were good that he preferred 
iy to admire his own statuesque figure. 
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NWA World Champion Cage Defeats Brown At Destination X 


When NWA champion Christian Cage and challenger Monty Brown finally stepped into the ring, there really 
was the atmosphere of a “big title match” at the Impact Zone. Cage and Brown had engaged in the classic pre- 
match staredowns on /mpact and even taped a classy debate segment via two-way satellite hookup. 

Still, critics felt Cage and Brown had to prove they deserved the main-event slot. Did they succeed? While a decent 
encounter, it was believed to have fallen just a bit short of that standard. 

Brown targeted Cage’s taped ribs almost immediately, throwing him to 
the arena floor and shoving him midsection-first over the security railing. 
They spent most of the next seven minutes brawling outside the ring. 

Back in the squared circle, Brown continued to batter Cage's ribs. The 
champion finally rallied with a tornado DDT, but fell way short with a pre- 
mature frog splash, jarring his ribs even more. Moments later, Cage went 
for the “Unprettier” too soon and Brown countered with a power bomb. 
Brown hoisted Cage for a slam and dropped him face-first on the canvas 
to score a near-fall. The former NFL star then went for his finisher, the 
pounce, but “Captain Charisma” kicked him in the face, executed the 
“Unprettier,” and scored the pinfall after 17 minutes of action. 

Why were the critics disappointed? First, the match didn’t live up to the 
hype, and, second, the bout seemed as if it were straight out of WWE, not 
TNA. Only one month into Cage’s NWA title reign, the same pundits who 
decried his mid-card status in WWE were openly wondering if he could 
carry TNA as its main star. Fortunately for Cage, the win over Brown 
would keep the 10 pounds of gold around his waist a while longer. 

And, oh, maybe Steve Borden—otherwise known as Sting—overshad- 
owed Cage by crashing the end of the pay-per-view. Just a thought. 


Davey Richards Wins The ECWA Super 8 Tournament 


Although the East Coast Wrestling Association’s Super 8 has served as the springboard for several dark 
horse competitors, including Puma, Austin Aries, and Chance Beckett, the 2006 tourney marked one of the few 
times that such a wrestler actually secured the prestigious cup. Davey Richards—a Washington state native 
who achieved most of his success in Western Canada, particularly with NWA Extreme Canadian Cham- 
pionship Wrestling—became an instant sensation among the fans attending the Greater Newark Boys & Girls 
Club near Wilmington, Delaware, that night. 

Richards helped set the tone for the April 8 event during his opening-round match 
against Scott Lost. Trained by former NWA junior heavyweight champ Tony Kozina, 
Richards unleashed a high-impact, hard-hitting offense. He used a tiger driver to pin 
his young opponent. 

Josh Daniels, who learned his craft at the International Wrestling Federation’s training 
school in New Jersey, executed a full-nelson German suplex to pin Andre Lyonz in the sec- 
ond bout. Charlie Haas, a few months after re-signing with WWE, used his “Haas Of Pain” 
hold to force former Ring of Honor champ Xavier into submission. And, in the final opening- 
round bout, Milano Collection AT sent pinned Bryan Logan after an enzuiguri variation. 

In semifinal action, Charlie Haas snared his second victim, Josh Daniels, in the 
“Haas Of Pain” to score the victory. Davey Richards pinned Milano Collection AT, 
who earned unofficial recognition as the tournament's MVP. 

“That left Richards, the obscure up-and-comer, vs. Haas, the nationally known su- 
perstar. To the crowd’s amazement, Richards, who injured his ribs earlier in the 
evening, survived the “Haas Of Pain” by reversing the hold and rolling up the former 
WWE and ECWA tag team champ to score the pinfall. 

Petey Williams, the 2005 winner, presented Richards with the Super 8 trophy. 
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Chris Kanyon Announces He Is Gay 


Although he was known as “Champagne” Chris Kanyon in the last, 
dying days of WCW, no one suspected that his flamboyant character 
betrayed any secrets about his personal life. At 6:05: The Wrestling 
Reunion, Chris Klucsarits revealed that he is a homosexual. 

To the cynical observer, it would seem that Kanyon was merely try- 
ing to capitalize on the popularity of Brokeback Mountain, which just 
happened to receive the Academy Award for Best Director on the 
same night as the March 5 pay-per-view taping. Kanyon made his an- 
nouncement immediately after his losing effort against Dallas Page at 
the event. The former WCW and WWF superstar said the intimate 
atmosphere at Hard Rock Live in Orlando—and the presence of his 
good friend, DDP—made the situation easier than he thought. 

In a statement posted on chriskanyon.net, the innovative star noted, “If | confused anyone or upset them or 
offended them, please know and understand that was never my intention. | want to continue to raise aware- 
ness and thus spark discussion and interest in issues of homosexuality, celebrity fame vs. privacy, journalistic 
integrity and reporting vs. knee-jerk reaction and opinions, as well as political, sociological, and psychological 
issues that come along with all these topics and issues.” 

Kanyon admitted that he had approached WWE and TNA about portraying a wrestling character that comes 
out of the closet. They both declined. 

Interestingly, Kanyon chose 6:05: The Wrestling Reunion as his platform, a show designed to conjure tradi- 
tional images of the business. Most of the legends on-hand praised Kanyon for his courage. 

After all, when it came to a pro wrestler making such a controversial disclosure, “Who's better than Kanyon?” 


“Cowboy” Bill Watts Releases Autobiography 


Bill Watts was known as a rowdy, bull-headed, and opinionated country boy whose mouth could get him into 
trouble—but his desire and resourcefulness made him a respected powerbroker throughout the wrestling 
world. In The Cowboy And The Cross: The Bill Watts Story, the Oklahoma native discussed his colorful jour- 
ney, from his debut in 1963 to his booking stint with the WWF in 1996. 

Published by ECW Press and co-written by Scott Williams, The Cowboy And The Cross explored the temp- 
tations of life on the road and the soul-searching that Watts underwent on 
} his path to becoming a born-again Christian. 

In the book, Watts relived his feud with Bruno Sammartino—including their 
legendary matches in Madison Square Garden. From there, Watts went down 
south, where he solidified his reputation as a rugged performer and learned 
| the promotion end of the business in hotbeds such as Florida and Georgia. 
He also related his incredible transformation of the small Louisiana wrestling 
territory into the nationally syndicated Universal Wrestling Federation. 

For the first time, Watts went into great detail about his controversial 
tenure as WCW executive vice president. Regarding a notorious 1992 
interview with the Pro Wrestling Torch in which Watts said he respected 
segregationist Lester Maddux, Watts insisted that he respected only Mad- 
dux’ strong convictions and not his political or moral beliefs. Nevertheless, 
that interview led to his dismissal from WCW. 

After that, Watts had one last hurrah in wrestling, a short stint as the 
WWF's head booker in 1996. Watts conceded that his philosophy of hard- 
nosed rasslin’ and Vince McMahon's brand of sports entertainment would 
never mesh. Referring to McMahon, Watts noted, “Il have a lot of respect, 
on a worldly level, for what Vince has accomplished, but three months of 
working for him almost drove me nuts. | think | nearly drove him nuts, too.” 
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Seth Skyfire Pins Aaron Stevens For Ohio Walley TV Title 


Although WWE Intercontinental and U.S. title changes had occurred in the first half of 2006, none of those events 
sparked the raw emotion and outright glee as Seth Skyfire’s TV title victory in Ohio Valley. The fans at Louisville’s 
Davis Arena saw Aaron Stevens’ arrogance get the better of him—and witnessed a blossoming star’s upward rise. 

Stevens had spent the past several weeks trying to avoid a match against Paul Birchall, who, fortunately for 
“The Idol,” had been busy teaming with William Regal on Smackdown. But, whenever the British star made it to 
Kentuckiana, he tried to make Stevens’ life as miserable as possible. 

The OVW TV champ, however, thought he solved the problem of the pirate 
wannabe. At the March 8 taping of Ohio Valley Wrestling, Stevens announced that 
Birchall would never receive a title shot. Instead, Stevens wanted to take on some- 
one he perceived as a lightweight ... but who turned out to be his worst nightmare. 

That night, Stevens faced Seth Skyfire, who, as a member of Adrenaline, had held 
the Southern tag team title with Chris Cage. But with Cage now on the dark side, 
Skyfire wanted concentrate on his singles career. It was the perfect opportunity. 

Stevens’ troubles began when the referee was knocked to the arena floor. His 
valet, Beth Phoenix tried to interfere on Stevens’ behalf. Birchall, who had been root- 
ing for young Skyfire, confronted Phoenix in the ring. She repeatedly slapped Birchall. 

Phoenix’ friend, Shelly Martinez, didn’t like what she saw. Martinez, who had 
developed a crush on Birchall, ran into the ring and traded punches with her for- 
mer partner-in-crime. 

Meanwhile, Birchall DDT’d Stevens, giving Skyfire time to mount the top turn- 
buckle and deliver an Alabama jam. Birchall shoved the referee back into the 
ring, which led to Skyfire scoring the pinfall and capturing the TV championship. 


Ring Of Honor-Combat Zone Wrestling War Escalates 


Since Ring of Honor’s inception in 2002, Combat Zone Wrestling fans have resented the promotion’s pure 
wrestling approach and, more importantly, hated the perception that ROH is the leading indy promotion in 
Philadelphia. At a unique doubleheader on March 11, ROH and CZW showcased their best talent ... to let the 
fans decide which was the better promotion. 

As expected, the crowd at Viking Hall was divided into factions of ROH and CZW fans. Ricky Reyes and 
Homicide defeated The Briscoe Brothers, Jason Blade and Kid Mikaze, 
and Dunn and Marcos. ROH champ Bryan Danielson defeated Alex 
Shelley. Colt Cabana got an upset victory over Christopher Daniels, only 
to fall prey to another ROH icon, Samoa Joe. The entire ROH roster 
gathered in the ring to celebrate the close of their show. 

That didn’t please the bloodthirsty thugs of CZW. The Combat Zone 
crew rushed into the ring and took a staple gun to B.J. Whitmer’s head, 
lacerating him severely. 

The CZW portion of the show was a smorgasbord of violence, as 
Justice Pain defeated El Generico, Kevin Steen beat Super Dragon, and 
Niles Young defeated Derek Frazier in grisly hardcore action. 

Finally, ROH battled CZW in a six-man match to conclude the double- 
header. ROH’s Austin Aries, Roderick Strong, and Matt Sydal humbled 
CZW’s Necro Butcher, Eddie Kingston, and Ruckus. 

“lve got a bunch of scars on my head to remind me of that night in Philly, 
and I'll probably carry those scars for the rest of my life,” said B.J. Whitmer. 
“But the most important thing is that our side won that six-man tag, and that 
was just another reason why Ring of Honor will always be better than CZW. 
Those clowns might not be afraid of light tubes and weed-eaters, but they’re 
scared to death of a headlock. Anytime, those guys can bring it on.” 
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Maryland Championship Wrestling Resumes Operations 


When Maryland Championship Wrestling merged its championships with the Mid-Eastern Wrestling Feder- 
ation at the 2003 Shane Shamrock Memorial Cup, most local fans believed that one of the country’s most vi- 
brant indies was gone forever. On February 26 in Dundalk, Maryland, more than 1,000 people attended “Resur- 
rection,” a fitting title for the promotion’s first show in nearly three years. 

In an ongoing tournament to crown a new MCW heavyweight champion, Genesis, Josh Daniels, Julio Dinero, and 
Danny Doring all advanced to semifinals competition to be held at a later date. Derek Frazier won a four-way compe- 
tition also involving Andrew Ryker, Qenaan Creed, and Ruckus to qualify for the revived Shane Shamrock Memorial 
Cup to be held in the summer. Samoa Joe and Roderick Strong traded some bru- 
tally stiff shining wizards before Joe executed the muscle-buster to gain the victory. 

B.G. James and Kip James crashed the end of a four-way iag match involv- 
ing The Slackers, The Holy Rollers, The Ghetto Mafia, and the team of Jason 
Static and Judas Young. After clearing the ring, the Outlaws demanded a shot 
at the vacant MCW tag team title. 

As a result, MCW Commissioner Tara announced that a three-way match involv- 
ing The New Age Outlaws, The Slackers, and The Holy Rollers would determine 
the next MCW tag champs. After Kip James dropped Earl the Pearl with “The 
Famasser,” referee Earl Hebner pretended to have something in his eye and failed 
to make the count. That prompted Dee, a referee in training, to shove Hebner and 
apply the sharpshooter! Hebner tapped and Dee threw him out of the ring. Moments 
later, Kip used a cobra clutch to put Earl the Pearl to sleep. Ring announcer Gary 
Michael Cappetta declared B.G. and Kip the new MCW tag team champions. 

“Over the past three years, I’ve dearly missed MCW and so have the Maryland 
fans,” said promoter Dan McDevitt. “Everybody in the locker room is touched that 
sO many people paid to see us.” 


“Precious” Paul Ellering Suffers Eye Injury in Iditarod Race 


Former Road Warriors manager Paul Ellering suffered a freak injury, as one of his eyes was frozen shut 
while he was competing in the famous Iditarod Dog Sled Race in the Alaskan tundra. But Ellering’s ability to 
withstand the discomfort and complete the race was a testament to the former manager's intestinal fortitude. 

According to the Anchorage Daily News, the temperature had dropped to 50 degrees below zero when 
Ellering fell asleep during a frigid stretch between Ophir and Cripple, Alaska. When he awakened, his contact 
lens was frozen to his eye. Once Ellering made it to the Cripple checkpoint, a veterinarian conducted an exami- 
nation by shining a light into his eye. 

“| couldn't stand it,” said Ellering. “It hurt so bad.” There was a white spot in the middle of his eye, and the 
rest was clouded over. The veterinarian used Ellering’s contact-lens plunger to 
remove the contact. 

And Ellering still had a long journey ahead of him—about 500 miles, in fact— 
before reaching the finish line in Nome. Holding a mitten over his bad eye, Ellering 
reached the village of Ruby, located on the Yukon River, where his eye was ban- 
daged. The Minnesota native finished the race, eye patch and all, in 12 days. In June, 
Ellering confirmed to PW/ that his eye had returned to normal after six weeks of 
cloudiness that was caused by a wind-chill temperature of 115 degrees below zero. 

Although Ellering often stood in the background of his towering Road War- 
riors, his peers in the wrestling business knew that he was a rugged individual. 
A national collegiate champion, Ellering held the world’s record for the deadlift— 
at 645 pounds—in the early-1970s. He was also a promising pro wrestler until 
back and knee injuries forced him to become manager. 

Ellering’s tales of dog sledding and pro wrestling are told in his book, Wres- 
tling The Iditarod, which can be found on www.paulellering.com. 
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Mid-Year _ 


f ) a nepe and weird 


AY ooze PURISTS MAY decry the modern- 


day spectacles of sports entertainment, such 

as WWE Divas battling in gravy bowls, Shel- 
ton Benjamin’s mama at ringside, and Lance Diamond 
feuding with baseball players, but—in doing so—they 
are ignoring decades of history. Long before Vince 
McMahon, Vince Russo, and the TNA booking commit- 
tee, pro wrestling gave us midgets, wrestling bears, 
and The Mummy, who was supposed to be a descen- 
dant of King Tut. 

So far in 2006, wrestling has seemed downright 
legitimate. There has been a shortage of characters 
that, in the past, have included Bastion Booger, Repo 
Man, Kwee Wee, and The Musketeer. Instead, most of 
the weird happenings in pro wrestling as of late have 
been caused by real-life events or supposedly clever 
ideas that have gone way, way wrong. 

Usually to the dismay of those involved, there have 
been plenty of weird and wacky situations in 2006. 
Don't believe us? Here’s proof! 

Everybody thought WWE Chairman 

had reached unsurpassable lows when he 
ridiculed recently dismissed announcer , who 
had undergone colon surgery, by pretending to pull 
items out of his rectum. But even the despicable Vince 
reached a new low when he mocked , 
a born-again Christian, by vowing that he and 
would beat Michaels and God at Backlash. Talk about 
bizarre audacity! 


God “appears” at Backlash 
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Aaaaargh! So 


wanted to be a 
pirate! Well, his 
partner, 

, was not at 
all fond of the idea. 
And why should 
he have been? He 
probably remem- 
bered how the ca- 
reer of 

( 

) took a down- 
ward spiral when 
he adopted a pi- 
rate gimmick near- 
ly a decade ago. 
The wily Birchall 
challenged Regal to a match on Smackdown. If Regal 
won, Birchall would have to give up the silly gimmick. If 
Birchall won, Regal would have to dress like a buxom 
wench. And what happened? Let’s just say Blackbeard 
would have made that ugly wench walk the plank. 

, seeking retribution following 

WWE's release of a DVD that trashed his character 

and his career, filed a civil suit against Vince McMahon, 

, Titan Sports Inc., and World Wres- 

tling Entertainment Inc. in the Superior Court of Ari- 

zona, Maricopa County. 

He claimed the DVD was 

harmful to him, both per- 

sonally and professional- 
ly. The former 

, who has adopted 
2, ” as his legal 
name, listed his company, 
Ultimate Creations Inc., 

and 
as plaintiffs in 
the lawsuit. 

In WWE and Ohio Val- 
ley, tor- 
mented his foes with his 
wild and disgusting habits. 
Fans witnessed The Boo- 
geyman eat a raw liver 
prior to a match against 

in 
OVW and saw him plant a 
French kiss on 
on Smackdown—with a 


Birchall should have thrown the match! 


“pesuesey siybiy [ly Ou) jUaWUIELe}Uy Buijsesy PLOM 9002 @ 


mouthful of worms! 
He stalked poor 
during most of 
Saturday Night’s Main 
Event, leading to 
Booker faking an in- 
jury and postponing 
their match until Wres- 
tleMania 22. 
has been 
in some challenging 
situations in his life, 
spending time as a 
thug on the streets, as 
a member of 
’s Dungeon of 
Doom, as an actor on 
a Mexican soap opera, and living next door to 
. But, despite Konnan’s gritty experiences, 
he wasn’t able to go toe-to-toe with 66-year-old 
, who beat the former WCW U.S. champ in 
an arm-wrestling match and chased him around the 
Impact Zone at every opportunity. Konnan’s reputation 
as a legit street thug dropped considerably after that. 
WWE finally abandoned its variation of the X divi- 
sion, which included roly-poly, oversized luchadors, 
such as and . No one 
quite understood why Smackdown needed a “juniors” 
division, considering that its cruiserweight division 
was already struggling for attention. (There was no 
truth to the rumor that Raw was about to add a full- 
fledged midget division.) 


He’s got worms! 


This little one cries we, we, we, all the way home 


What do | have to do to make you love me? 


and must have been nuts if they 
thought putting on Chippendale outfits and changing 
their name to “The Dicks” would do anything but earn 
them scorn and laughter. Several members of the 
Smackdown roster, led by 
locker-room instigator 
, targeted 
The Dicks—primarily Chad— 
for hazing tactics. Chad com- 
plained bitterly about the teas- 
ing, which sparked a fight 
between him and Tank, who 
tried to hard to get along with 
the veterans. Although WWE 
executives were tempted to 
keep Tank Toland, they decid- 
ed to release both of them for 
the sake of fairness. 
At times during the first half 
>} of 2006, Raw World cham- 
pion must have 
| felt as if he were in The Twi- 
light Zone. Against two of the 
most hated men in WWE his- 
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Apparently Trips isn’t a PW/ fan 


tory, two superstars with legit heel heat, Cena was 
showered with boos. One was , whose valet, 

, had joined him after betraying in real 
life. The other was , who kept himself in Raw 
main events despite his repeated unsuccessful bids 
for the Raw World title. Cena had to often wonder: 
Why do the fans hate me that much? It was a weird 
situation for the “Doctor Of Thuganomics.” 

Although was about to pucker his lips 
and join Vince McMahon's “Kiss My Ass” Club live on 
Raw, even the humiliated ex-Rocker could barely keep a 
straight face when the WWE Chairman demanded that 
Jannetty plant one on his posterior in order to gain em- 
ployment. So, when Jannetty disappeared from WWE 
television in March, many fans thought McMahon had 
delivered on his promise to dismiss the veteran. Instead, 
Jannetty’s probation officer had refused to let him travel 
outside the state to appear on Raw. In a diatribe aimed 
at journalists who misinterpreted the story, Jannetty said, 
“Take away this industry that you to love to bash at any 
opportunity, legit or not, and you would become poor, 
sorry saps, street bums without jobs.” 

Edge must have really hit a nerve when he pointed 
out that had never enjoyed a true Wrestle- 
Mania moment ... because he was successful in luring 
the retired superstar back into the ring at ‘Mania 22. 
“Maybe | am just a Backlash guy, a No Way Out guy, a 
Royal Rumble guy, a King of the Ring guy,” the hardcore 
legend said in his blog on wwe.com. Oddly enough, 
Foley joined with Edge to double-cross 

and in separate incidents. 

Triple-H became angry at wwe.com for posting the 
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news that he and his wife, 

, were expecting their first child. 
Apparently, Triple-H is the only insider 
who doesn’t accept his marriage to Steph- 
anie as common knowledge among wres- 
tling fans. Interestingly, our magazines 
reported that Stephanie would be riding to 
and from live events in a private bus to 
guarantee the comfort of the “Billion-Dol- 
lar Princess” and her child. Triple-H must 
be absolutely furious at PW! 

In one of the most tasteless—and un- 
funny—moments in the history of wrestling 
television, did deplor- 
able impersonations of ona May 
edition of Impact. It was bad enough that 

donned a lumberjack coat to 
mock , but it was inexcusable 
when appeared in brown 
makeup—on both his face and chest—and 
launched into an impersonation of t 
They were trying so hard to be DX, circa 1999. But it 
wasn't working ... thank goodness. CL] 


Channeling DX ... poorly 


mp, Iid-Year 


ar 


1. Rey Misterio Jr. vs. Randy Orton vs. Kurt Angle 
(WrestleMania 22) 

It's debatable whether the Smackdown World title 
three-way at WrestleMania 22 was the best technical 
bout of the half-year, and it probably fell short of the 
Chris Benoit-Shawn Michaels-Triple-H three-way at 
WrestleMania XX, but 
the match’s perfect 
blend of athleticism, 
suspense, and emo- 
tion made it the most 
memorable encounter 
of the half-year. Mis- 
terio’s victory was al- 
most poetic, because 
he had fought his 
heart out to honor the 
late Eddie Guerrero. 
And the bout marked 
the last time these 
three men might ever 
wrestle each other, as 
Orton was suspended from WWE for 60 days and 
Angle was sidelined due to neck injuries and eventu- 
ally sent to the new ECW brand. 

2. Samoa Joe vs. Christopher Daniels (Final Resolution) 

Daniels’ grudge stemmed from Samoa Joe turning 
against him after a tag team match in November. Yet 
the hero didn’t get the feel-good victory. The X cham- 
pion tortured the “Fallen Angel” with the kokina clutch, 
a muscle-buster on the mat, another on a steel chair, 
and a devastating kick to the ribs. A.J. Styles threw in 
the towel to save Daniels. 

3. John Cena vs. Triple-H (WrestleMania 22) 

Triple-H received nearly as many cheers as the 
Raw World champion at WrestleMania 22, even get- 
ting a pop when he hit Cena with a low blow and mim- 
icked his “You can’t see me” routine. Cena blocked the 
pedigree twice, executed the FU, and snared Triple-H 
in the STFU a few moments later. “The Game” submit- 
ted at the 22-minute mark. 

4. John Cena vs. Edge (Royal Rumble) 

Poor Edge didn’t even earn the right to be called a 
“transitional” champion, losing the Raw title back to 
John Cena only three weeks after beating him at New 
Year’s Revolution. Edge was dominant in this rematch, 
though, punishing Cena for 10 minutes. But Cena 
caught Edge with the FU, and then the STFU, to win 
his second Raw World title. 

9. Christian Cage vs. Jeff Jarrett (Against All Odds) 

It wasn’t Hulk Hogan vs. The Iron Sheik, 1984, but 

Christian Cage had nearly unstoppable momentum after 


Kurt Angle vs. Rey Misterio Jr. vs. 
Randy Orton 


= Top 10 PPW matches of the half-year 


defecting from WWE. 
Jarrett didn’t go down 
easily, thanks partly to 
Gail Kim's interference, 
but he foolishly tried to 
use Cage’s own man- 
euver, the “Unprettier.” 
Cage spotted it and ex- 
ecuted his own “Un- 
prettier” to win the NWA 
World belt. 

6. Kurt Angle vs. The 
Undertaker (No Way Out} 

When the “Wrestling Jef Jarrett vs. Christian Cage 
Machine” met “The 
Phenom,” Smackdown World champ Kurt Angle proved 
that wrestling beats the supernatural every time. Al- 
though Undertaker wrestled impressively, snaring Angle 
in a triangle choke at one point, the champion bridged 
out of the hold—while keeping Undertaker’s shoulders 
down—to earn the clean victory. 

7. Rey Misterio Jr. vs. John Bradshaw Layfield Judgment Day) 

The big bully faced the big-hearted little guy—a clas- 
sic in wrestling annals. Layfield didn’t sever Misterio’s 
ear with a kneedrop, ala Killer Kowalski vs. Yukon Eric 
in the 1950s, but JBL did punish the Smackdown World 
champion to the point that he was bleeding through his 
mask. But a 619 and a Guerrero-style frog splash was 
enough for Rey-Rey to pin JBL. 

8. Samoa Joe & Sting vs. Jeff Jarrett & Scott Steiner 
(Sacrifice) 

Before Sacrifice, the pundits were asking whether 
Samoa Joe could hold his own in a main-event match. 
After Sacrifice, they were simply wondering which of 
Joe’s feats was more impressive: when he dropped 
Jarrett with a muscle-buster to win the match ... or when 
he pie-faced Steiner. Now that's risky business! 

9. Chris Benoit vs. Booker T (No Way Out) 

Ever since Randy Orton replaced an injured Booker T 
and finished off Chris Benoit in a best-of-seven series for 
the U.S. title, the “Wolverine” had been rabid for revenge. 
Against the undeserving U.S. titleholder Booker T, Benoit 
unleashed a chop-and-maul offense and ultimately used 
the crossface to become a very deserving U.S. champ. 
10. Chris Sabin vs. Sonjay Dutt vs. Puma vs. Petey Williams 
(Destination 1) 

Although Chris Sabin and Sonjay Dutt had the edge 
going into this four-way match, considering they were 
regular partners, Sabin soon sacrificed that advantage by 
hitting Puma and Sabin with spin kicks. Sabin’s aggres- 
sive strategy proved effective, however, when he pinned 
Puma with the cradle shock to win the match. 
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Tag Team Of The Half-Year: The Big Show And Kane —_®'9 Show and Kane's winning ways 


continued at WrestleMania 22, where 

On paper and inside the ring, The Big Show and Kane they steamrolled Chris Masters and Carlito Caribbean 
were probably the most devastating duo in WWE history. Cool in the six-minute opener. Masters tried to save Car- 
At a combined weight of 811 pounds, Kane was fire and lito from a choke-slam attempt, but accidentally hit him 
Big Show was brimstone, recreating hell for their oppo- instead. The challengers’ bickering after the match devel- 


nents on Raw. At no point did any 
tandem come close to taking their 
WWE Raw tag team title. But their 
fluke loss of the tag belts to The 
Spirit Squad on April 3 and a brutal 
falling-out led to their demise. 

At Armageddon 2005, they fur- 
ther established Raw as the domi- 
nant brand over Smackdown by 
beating the new Smackdown tag 
titteholders, which consisted of 
future Smackdown World champi- 
on Rey Misterio Jr. and then-cham- 


oped into a full-blown feud, as well. 

As it turned out, though, Kane 
and Big Show were headed for a 
break-up of their own. With chants 
of “May 19”"—the premiere date of 
his movie, See No EviF-encour- 
aging his sadistic tendencies, 
Kane lashed out at everyone, 
including Show. Vince McMahon 
booked them against each other in 
a singles match on Raw, and the 
match was shockingly scientific, 
until Kane’s demons got the better 


pion Batista. That's why, as 2006 dawned, every other of him when he brutalized his ex-friend with chair shots 
team on the Raw roster paled in comparison. and left him lying in the ring. 

In fact, every other team dissolved out of existence. Maybe if they'd thought of a fancy team name, wore 
Big Show and Kane’s opponents usually consisted of matching outfits, or had an obnoxious manager, Big 
whomever Vince McMahon wanted to punish that Show and Kane would have become a duo for the ages. 
evening. No one ever survived the team’s devastating As it was, their domination was short-lived and—thank 
double choke-slam. goodness—so was their destruction. 


Wrestler of The Hali-Year: Samoa Joe style might be indicative of where the business is going. 


Inside the squared circle, Joe’s career continued to 
So far, in 2006, no one has enjoyed the same mo- flourish. In 2005, Joe tried to destroy Christopher 
mentum—and all-around respect among wrestlers and Daniels after a tag team match. In 2006, at Final Res- 


fans—as TNA X division champion Samoa 
Joe. The 270-pounder entered the year 
very strong, coming off a convincing victory 
over A.J. Styles, who, at one time, was con- 
sidered TNA’s best pure wrestler and the 


future of the business. Since Joe’s TNA J 


debut in June 2005, Styles’ star has faded 
while Joe’s shines brightly—even when he 
is smeared with Christopher Daniels’ blood. 

Samoa Joe reached a milestone in 
March when he became the solo subject 
of a Pro Wrestling Illustrated cover—the 
first TNA star to achieve that distinction. 
Why did Joe deserve that honor? The 
cover story explained why the wrestling 
world had better take notice of the man 


who reigned over Ring of Honor for 21 months. Two of 
the industry’s most respected journalists, Dave Meltzer 
of the Wrestling Observer and Wade Keller of the Pro 
Wrestling Torch, agreed that Joe’s ground-and-pound 
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olution, he almost finished him off—until 
Daniels’ friend, A.J. Styles, threw in the 
towel. At the appropriately named Against 
All Odds pay-per-view, Joe retained his 
X title against Daniels and Styles ina 
three-way match. 

Although Joe suffered a minor setback 
when he lost the belt to Daniels in yet 
another three-way “Ultimate X” match at 
Destination X, he still hadn’t been pinned 
in TNA. Joe regained the strap from Dan- 
iels at the April 13 Thursday-night pre- 
miere of /mpact on Spike TV. And, at 
Sacrifice, Joe achieved main-event status 
for the first time in TNA, teaming with 
Sting against Jeff Jarrett and Scott Stein- 


er. Not only did Joe pie-face Steiner, but he also went 
on to pin Jarrett to win the match for his team. 
During the first-half of 2006, this dude was no 


= 


Most Popular Wrestler Of The Half-Year: Sting -2y‘el¢ at Judgment Day. Even NWA World 


What?! Did we jump in the way-back machine and 
arrive in 1996? Similar to Shawn Michaels’ in-ring return 
to WWE in 2002, Sting’s 2006 entry in TNA provides a 


desperately needed veteran influence— 
and an excellent ring general that can ele- 
vate the promotion’s younger stars. 
Although there are a few critics who sug- 
gest that the 46-year-old Sting is stealing a 
spotlight that should be focused on TNA’s 
twentysomething generation, the growing 
consensus is that “The Stinger” is generat- 
ing higher ratings, boosting buy rates, and 
luring some of those ex-WCW fans who 
abandoned pro wrestling for NASCAR 
when WWE's brand of entertainment be- 
came the only option for casual viewers. 
Indeed, Sting is enjoying unparalleled 
popularity and respect right now. Raw 


World champion John Cena is booed by nearly half of 


champion Christian Cage is no longer cap- 

tain of his charisma with Sting in the same building. 
Every time Sting leaves the mat to deliver a Stinger 
splash or throw a simple dropkick, the usually cynical 
== crowd at Universal Studios responds 


with chants of “You still got it.” Poor Jeff 
Jarrett can clear four extra feet off the 
mat with the same type of dropkick and 
he still gets told to leave. 

Sting appreciates the comparisons to 
Shawn Michaels. Not only is it a great 
compliment to be compared to, argu- 
ably, the best in-ring performer of the 
past 20 years, but Sting also admires 
Michaels’ Christian ethics. At this stage 
of his life, Sting isn’t out there for him- 
self. He’s out to do the right thing. 

That means Sting will be no Hulk Ho- 
gan. He won't seclude himself in a pri- 


vate dressing room and have management treat him 


Raw’s audience, and a sizeable number of Smackdown like a Hollywood star. Sting has fought hard to earn 
fans heckled its World champion, Rey Misterio Jr., in his | respect—and that’s why he is so popular among his 
title defense against U.S. champ John Bradshaw fans and his peers. 


Most Hated Wrestler Of The Half-Year: Etlge © use, Edge's Raw World tite victor over 


John Cena at New Year’s Revolution made him 
To look at Edge now, it’s hard to believe that fans even more arrogant. He cashed in his money-in-the- 
ever had a problem hating the guy. Despite turning bank title shot at a despicable moment, when Cena 


against his Raw World tag team championship partner, 


Chris Benoit, in 2005, he still didn’t 
inspire the hatred worthy of all 
great heels. One reason was that 
Edge acted as if he were merely 
playing a part, nearly cracking a 
smile whenever he had anything 
nasty to say. 

All of that changed when Lita left 
her longtime boyfriend, Matt Hardy, 
to have an affair with Edge, who 
was married. Fans thought Hardy 
had been betrayed, and Edge was 
the evil “other man.” Undoubtedly, 
Edge had to resent all of that gar- 
bage being dumped on him. The 
fans were ticking him off. 

Edge had to become a hater to 
be hated. He tore apart anti-Edge 


signs in seething fits of anger. His insults toward the 
fans became more stinging. He pulled Lita by her hair 


and kissed her with more gusto. 


had just survived five other competitors inside the 


dreaded “Elimination Chamber.” 
During his brief three-week reign, 
Raw experienced its highest rat- 
ings in five years, prompting the 
“Rated R Superstar” to take credit 
for the phenomenon. 

Meanwhile, fans began hating 
Edge more because of his suc- 
cess. Edge, often viewed as the 
quintessential “sports entertainer,” 
was actually more hardcore than 
Mick Foley at WrestleMania 22, 
diving through the ropes and forc- 
ing him through a flaming table. 

Edge is also responsible for Fol- 
ey’s heel turn. ECW diehards hated 
the sight of Edge helping Foley 
batter Tommy Dreamer and Terry 


Funk with a baseball bat wrapped in barbed wire. 
Hate is a powerful emotion—and Edge has harnessed 
it to make himself an undisputed main-eventer for Raw. 
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your son, Randy, may receive an incomplete 

due to his 60-day suspension. Considering his 
loss of the NWA World title, Mr. Jarrett, we recom- 
mend that your son, Jeff, spend more time in physical 
education class than goofing around in study hall. Mr. 
Bearer, we are concerned about your son, Kane’s, 
absence from drama class on May 19. 

What purpose do grades serve, anyway? Students 
have been asking that question for hundreds of years. 
Here at PWI, our mid-year grades are like a mid-semes- 
ter report in college. We're letting these superstars know 
how their careers are going. If you get an “A” or a “B,” 
keep up the good work. If you get a “C” or “D,” you still 
have time to turn it around. If you get an “F” ... well, let's 
just say PWI wishes you luck in your future endeavors. 


THEY GET AN “A”: Rey Misterio Jr. is a classic over- 


achiever, capturing the Smackdown World heavyweight 
title at WrestleMania 22 when most 5’3”, 163-pound guys 
would be satisfied with the occasional cruiserweight 
championship ... Sting didn’t finish out his career to his 
satisfaction, but he’s well on his way toward earning the 
wrestling equivalent of a GED—concluding his career 
while elevating young stars ... C.M. Punk has rebounded 
from of his Ring of Honor title loss in 2005 to become the 
most charismatic star in Ohio Valley, and we liked his 
gangster outfit at WrestleMania ... America’s Most 
Wanted has kept a tight grip on the NWA World tag team 
belts and have remained the solid cornerstone of Jeff 
Jarrett's Army ... ROH champion Bryan Danielson has 
defeated one challenger after another, including Chris 
Hero and Alex Shelley ... Edge held the Raw World title 


MM: AND MRS. Orton, we're sorry to report that 
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for three weeks, reigned as champ during Raw’s highest 
ratings period in five years, and beat Mick Foley in a 
hardcore match at ‘Mania ... Seth Skyfire survived his 
breakup with Adrenaline partner Chris Cage and ignited 
his singles career with a win over Aaron Stevens for the 
OVW TV belt ... Raw World champion John Cena, like 
Bret Hart during the U.S.-Canada feud in 1997, has posi- 
tioned himself as the recipient of both cheers and boos— 
with both sides being equally passionate ... TNA X 
champion Samoa Joe defeated Christopher Daniels and 
A.J. Styles and pinned Jeff Jarrett in a PPV tag team 
main event ... Rob Van Dam won the “Money-In-The- 
Bank” ladder match at WrestleMania, held the Intercon- 
tinental title, was set to headline against WWE champ 
John Cena at One Night Stand, and was poised to be the 
top star of the ECW brand ... Davey Richards upset 
Charlie Haas to win the Super 8 trophy and immediately 
signed with Ring of Honor. 


THEY GET A “B”: christian Cage defeated Jeff Jar- 
rett for the NWA World championship, but his charisma 
factor has dropped alarmingly since defecting from WWE 
to TNA ... Shin- | 

jiro Otani pinned 
Steve Corino for 
the AWA title in his 
home country of 
Japan and even 
had ex-champ 
Nick Bockwinkel 
present him with 
the new strap ... 
Booker T cap- 
tured the U.S. title, 
without even hav- 
ing to wrestle all of 
his best-of-seven matches against Chris Benoit, and he 
won Smackdown’s King of the Ring tournament ... IWGP 
champion Brock Lesnar went toe-to-toe against sumo 
great Akebono, and even suplexed the 500-pounder ... 
Shawn Michaels carried both Vince and Shane Mc- 
Mahon to exciting matches on Saturday Night's Main 
Event, at WrestleMania 22, and at Backlash at the cost of 
taking himself out of the Raw World title picture ... Kane 
recaptures his intensity every time he’s on the verge of 
losing it ... Umaga became a devastating force on the 
Raw roster, steamrolling 16-time World champion Ric 
Flair and an assortment of ham-and-eggers ... Triple-H 
suffered two high-profile losses to WWE champion John 
Cena at WrestleMania 22 and Backlash but seemed 
ready to do Michael Buffer impersonations again, al- 
though no one in wresiling remembers Michael Buffer 


Ct 


anymore ... John Bradshaw Layfield couldn't drink as 
many beers as Steve Austin, yet he knew how to beat 
Chris Benoit for the U.S. title ... Mickie James was crazy 
enough to beat Trish Stratus for the WWE women’s belt 
... Bobby Lashley’s freak genetics and hard work ethic 
made him a rising Smackdown star ... Chris Sabin, 
whether teaming with Sonjay Dutt or serving as captain of 
Team USA in the World X Cup, proved he deserves a 
title shot at X division champ Samoa Joe. 


THEY GET A “C”: mark Henry bulldozed the Smack- 
down roster during the battle royal for the Smackdown 
World title in January and experienced an unlikely career 
resurgence ... Monty Brown’s feud with NWA World 
champion Christian Cage started off weak and then 
tapered off—a shame for such a talented performer ... 
Jeff Jarrett miraculously kept himself in main events 
despite losing the NWA World title to Christian Cage ... 
A.J. Styles and 
Christopher Daniels 
floundered because 
of Samoa Joe ... The 
Undertaker’s ab- 
sence made his leg- 
end grow, yet his loss 
to then-Smackdown 
World champ Kurt 
Angle at No Way Out 
proved he was only a 
man—even if a dead 
one ... Ring of Honor 
tag team champions 
Austin Aries and 
Roderick Strong 
were derailed by a suspension in TNA ... WWE Inter- 
continental champion Shelton Benjamin relied on his 
mama far too much and his wrestling skills too little ... 
Scott Steiner proved that a million-dollar body was no 
substitute for a 10-cent brain when he became a cheap 
stooge for Jeff Jarrett's Army ... Brent Albright was a 
solid Ohio Valley champion and, as Gunner Scott, scored 
a countout victory over Booker T on Smackdown ... 
Team 3D—Brother Ray, Brother D-Von, and Brother 
Runt—found new respect in TNA, but that was about it. 


THEY GET A “D”: chris Masters wasted the half-year 
teaming and then feuding with Carlito when he should 
have been kicking sand in the guy’s face ... Petey 
Williams has suffered the most from Team Canada’s 
alliance with Jeff Jarrett because he no longer is a pres- 
ence in the X division ... B.G. James and Kip James 
reunited as The James Gang in TNA, but showed little 


desire to pursue NWA 
World tag team champi- 
ons America’s Most 
Wanted ... Ric Flair 
dropped a match to 
Umaga at Backlash, his 
most embarrassing loss 
since Vince Russo 
shaved his head in 
WCW ... Aaron Stev- 
ens was no longer an 
“Idol” to Shelly Martinez, 
who left his camp to 
help Paul Birchall, 
Smackdown’s favorite 
pirate ... Jimmy Rave 
survived lots of toilet- 
paper rolls being thrown him, yet failed to beat Bryan 
Danielson for the ROH title. 


THEY GET AN “F’: Jamie Noble probably hoped he 
could be half as good as a fellow named James Gibson, 
who was the ROH x, 
champ last year ... 
Robbie Dawber was 
always in the wrong 
place at the wrong 
time in Ohio Valley ... 
William Regal en- 
sured his grade when 
he dressed as a bux- 
om wench ... Simon 
Diamond struck out 
even when he fought 
baseball players ... 
Torrie Wilson should 
Stick to dog grooming 
... Cassidy Riley 
was a groupie without 
a cause when Larry Zbyszko forced Raven out of TNA. 


THEY GET AN INCOMPLETE: kurt Angle’s injuries 


caused him to miss too much ring time, although he had 
a decent Smackdown World title run ... Randy Orton’s 
60-day suspension knocked him out of contention for 
the Smackdown World championship ... Raven had to 
leave TNA after losing to Sean Waltman at Final Res- 
olution ... Matt Cappotelli was forced to surrender the 
OVW heavyweight title after he was diagnosed with a 
malignant brain tumor ... Marty Jannetty’s probation 
officer nixed the former Rocker’s wrestling career by 
refusing to let him travel outside the state. O 
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Cena’s reached his breaking point 


Kurt Angle Will Win The ECW Heavyweight Title 

WWE Chairman Vince McMahon allowed Paul Hey- 
man to select two wrestlers—one from Raw and one 
from Smackdown—to join the revived ECW roster. But 
Heyman didn’t automatically choose Raw’s Rob Van 
Dam. Instead, he picked Smackdown’s Kurt Angle. 

Angle is already a former Raw, Smackdown, and 
WCW champ, so he will make it a mission to capture the 
ECW title. He is not a fan of Paul Heyman’s brand of 
wrestling, and he even walked out of an ECW show prior 
to joining the WWF, but he will enjoy the idea of dominat- 
ing ECW’s hardcore warriors with superior wrestling. 

Despite his neck problems, Angle will pursue the ECW 
title with zeal. Whether it’s teaming with Daivari, or haras- 
sing Sharmell, Angle will do anything to infuriate his fellow 
wrestlers and the fans. Angle, as the new holder of the 
ECW championship, would do just that. 


John Cena Will Turn Heel 
Sure, this seems like a safe bet. WWE Creative has 
done an amazing job of conditioning fans to believe 
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that Cena will not turn heel, but, by every traditional 
benchmark, there is no doubt the Raw World champi- 
on is about to turn against his “Chain Gang.” And why 
shouldn’t he? Despite his best efforts in championship 
matches and his tolerance of boos and jeers, the num- 
ber of Cena-haters is growing by the day. 

Consider this: Last year, fans cheered Kurt Angle 
and Shawn Michaels over Cena. During the first six 
months of 2006, it has become even worse. Fans 
have cheered Triple-H and Edge over Cena. As of 
press time, he’s scheduled to defend the Raw World 
title against Rob Van Dam at ECW’s One Night Stand. 
Good luck with that one, John. 

Cena would be justified in turning heel. Plus, Vince 
McMahon could make some money with it. That 
makes it a lock. 


Chavo Guerrero Jr. Will Betray Rey Misterio Jr. 

They will be fighting over the late Eddie Guerrero’s 
legacy. Chavo Jr. is Eddie’s nephew, had been close 
to his uncle from a very young age, and traveled the 
road with him in both WCW and WWE. But, during 
Guerrero’s induction into the WWE Hall of Fame this 
year, Chavo Jr. had to share the spotlight with Rey 
Misterio Jr. and Chris Benoit. 

Even worse, Misterio got the main-event push and 
won the Smackdown World title at WrestleMania 22— 
all in the name of Eddie Guerrero. Meanwhile, Chavo 
Jr. dropped high-profile matches on Raw, got lost in 
the shuffle, and quit WWE in humiliation. Sure, Chavo 
Jr. celebrated with Misterio after he beat U.S. champ 
John Bradshaw Layfield at Judgment Day. But didn’t 


Gold is thicker than blood 


Chavo Jr. really wish that he were the one wearing 
the big gold belt? 

Would Chavo Jr. be crass enough to exploit Eddie’s 
memory in a feud with Misterio? Absolutely! Eddie 
would expect no less from him. 


Jeff Jarrett Will Enter TNA's X Division 

Fortunately for TNA fans, Jeff Jarrett’s ego was the 
fuel that kept the company in business when it might 
have gone bankrupt. His ego has led him to the NWA 
belt on five occasions. His ego demands that he is the 
talk of the wrestling world. 

But what happens when Jarrett is forced out of the 
NWA heavyweight title picture? If Christian Cage re- 
tains the NWA World title for the rest of the year or, 
more likely, Samoa Joe steamrolls his way to the 
championship, how will Jarrett stay in the mix? That’s 
easy. The self-proclaimed “King Of The Mountain” will 
conquer another obstacle, namely the X division. 

For years, Jarrett has heard how X division wres- 
tlers are the company’s real athletes, and that he— 
along with other heavyweights—merely drag down 
the card. The 5'10”, 230-pounder wants to prove that 
he can hang—qauite literally—with A.J. Styles, Christo- 
pher Daniels, and Chris Sabin in “Ultimate X” matches 
and other X division specialties. 

We're about to see Jeff Jarrett’s first suicide plancha. 


Monty Brown Will Be TNA's Next Breakout Star 
Already, there’s a consensus that Samoa Joe—and 
not Christian Cage or Sting—was TNA’s breakout star 
during the first half of 2006. What about the rest of the 
year? Assuming that Joe’s star continues to rise, perhaps 
all the way to the NWA World title, he will need a worthy 
adversary. 
Monty Brown 
will be that man. 
The former NFL 
star has kept a 
low profile since 
losing to NWA 
World champion 
Christian Cage 
at Destination X 
and having ar- 
throscopic knee 
surgery. So far, 
that has been 
Brown’s curse 
in TNA. The 
promotion goes 
to great lengths 


Preparing to “pounce” to the head of the pack 


to promote Brown as a huge star, but, when he has 
received an NWA World title shot—either against Cage 
or Jeff Jarrett—his impressive winning streaks have 
reached anticlimactic ends. 

Brown will bring a lot to a feud with Samoa Joe. He 
has the charisma and mainstream athletic background 
that Joe lacks. And, as Samoa Joe’s polar opposite, he 
will be the perfect foil to Joe’s no-nonsense approach. 

Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat? How about Monty 
Brown vs. Samoa Joe? 


Bryan Danielson Will 
Quit The Wrestling Business 

For four months prior to defeating James Gibson for 
the Ring of Honor title, Danielson was lost in the wil- 
derness, unsure about his life and whether wrestling 
should be a part of it. Danielson accepted occasional 
overseas dates, but was non-existent in the promotion 
that brought him fame, Ring of Honor, and even his 
home turf, the Pacific Northwest. 

The Aberdeen, Washington, native had seen many of 
his friends, including John Walters, retire prematurely. His 
pals from the Shawn Michaels Wrestling Academy, such 
as Brian Kendrick and Paul London, were struggling in 
WWE. There was such little payoff for the huge sacrifice. 
He ate Ramen noodles three years of his life for this? 

Yet Danielson is proud of his accomplishments. With 
the exception of Samoa Joe, Danielson may be the best 
ROH champi- 
on in history. 
Now into the 
eighth month 
of his reign, the 
“American 
Dragon” has 
defeated his 
foes with ease. 
He has already 
vowed that he 
won't sacrifice 
the ROH title to 
defect to WWE, 
as James Gib- 
son and C.M. 
Punk did in the 
past. So, what 
is left for Dan- 
ielson to do? 

Some ROH 
loyalists fear 
that he will sim- 
ply go home. (1 


Thinking of giving wrestling the cold shoulder? 
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Dec. 1978: The Shattered Dreams Of Dusty 
Rhodes. Also: Mr. Wrestling tl, Dino Bravo, Fiair- 
Steamboat, Bruno Sammartino. 

April 1979: The Terrible Pain Ric Flair Causes 
Dusty Rhodes. Also: Andre the Giant, Backlund- 
Maivia, Paul Jones, converted rulebreakers. 

Aug. 1980: Larry Zbyszko’s Foolproof Plot To 
Drive Bruno Out Of Wrestling. Also: Bobby Hee- 
nan, Mr. Wrestling Il, Ox Baker, 

September 1980: Will The Fans Hate The New 
Dusty Rhodes? Also: Mascaras-Sicodelico, Larry 
Zbyszko, Ladd-Strongbow, Hussein Arab. 

Nov. 1980: Zbyszko vs. Putski: From Brotherly 
Love To Brutal Hatred. Also: Nick Bockwinkel, 
Dusty Rhodes, The Assassin, Kolot! & Volkotf. 
April 1981: Bruno Sammartino Jr. Confesses: 
“It's Hell Carrying The Name Of My Father." Al- 
so; Bugsy McGraw, Capt. Lou Albano, Mongolian 
Stomper, Flair-Race. 

May 1981: Hussein Arab vs. Ivan Koloff: A 
Bloody War Explodes In A Neutral Country. Al- 
so: Bob Backlund, Bobo Brazil, Santana & Bravo, 
David Von Erich-Race. 

Sept. 1981: Patera & The Freebirds: The Unholy 
Alliance Seeks To Cripple Ted DiBiase. Also: 
Junkyard Dog, Dory Funk Jr., Killer Khan, Ivan Koloff. 
March 1982; Backlund-Valentine Death Match: 
The WWF Title Is Back Where It Belongs. Also: 
Austin Idol, Spoiler, Tommy Rich, Brisco-DiBiase. 
May 1982: Adrian Adonis: “! Can Beat Bob 
Backlund ... | Just Can't Beat The System!” 
Also: Dusty Rhodes, Flair & Mr. Wrestling I!, D. Von 
Erich-M. Graham, Hogan-Blackwell. 

June 1982: Blackjack Mulligan Jr.'s Tragic 
Story: “I Have No Father ... | Have No Friends!” 
Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Morales-Valentine, Montreal, 
Super Destroyer & Masked Superstar. 

Aug. 1982: Is Andre The Giant Getting Too 
Big For Wrestling? Also: Nick Bockwinkel, Mil 
Mascaras, Backlund-Mulligan Sr., Studd-Super 
Destroyer. 

Oct. 1982: Roddy Piper: "I Don't Have To 
Cheat To Defeat Tommy Rich.” Also: James J. 
Dillon, Andre-Mulligan Sr., Pat Patterson, Mag- 
nificent Muraco. 

Nov. 1982: Ric Flair—Wrestling’s Most Versatile 
Champion. Also: Hansen & Anderson, Mulligan- 
Windham, Jimmy Snuka. 

Dec. 1982: Andre vs. Mulligan: The Giant Is 
Mightier Than The Claw. Aliso; Grand Wizard, 
Jerry Lawler, Rich-Heenan, Jack Brisco. 

April 1983: Ivan Koloff vs. Ken Patera: The 
Shocking Truth Behind The Battle Of The 
Titans. Also: Albano-Snuka, Kabuki, Tommy Rich. 
June 1983; Bob Backlund ys. John Studd: The 
Untold Story Behind Studd’s Raw Deal. Also: 
Jim Garvin, Bockwinkel-Lawler, Bob Orton Jr. 

Sept. 1983: Zbyszko vs. Rich: Can The National 
Title Survive This Brutal Tug Of War? Also: 
Andre-Kamala, Piper-Valentine, Michael Hayes 
Nov. 1983: We Sent Hulk Hogan To Cover Bock- 
winkel vs. Wahoo ... And All Hell Broke Loose! 
Also: James J. Dillon, Race-Kevin Von Erich, Paul 
Ellering, Reed-JYD, 

April 1984: Rick Steamboat Quits Wrestling! 
The Real Story Behind His Most Painful De- 
cision. Also: Masked Superstar-Mulligan, Adams- 
Garvin, Barry Windham, Ric Flair. 

June 1984: Ric Flair On The Defensive: Is Mike 
Rotundo Ready To Take The NWA Title? Also: 
Ted DiBiase, Jim Cornette, Angelo Mosca Jr. 

July 1984: Ric Flair Brings The World Title To 
The New York Area: A Night Of Champions At 
The Meadowlands. Also: Martel-Bravo, Mr. Wres- 
tling I, Jumbo Tsuruta 

Aug. 1984: Junkyard Dog Joins Jim Valiant’s 
Boogie Woogie Brigade. Also: Steve O-Zbyszko, 
Magnum-Wrestling II, Austin Idol, Sugar-Spoiler, 
Sept. 1984; Rick Martel Dethrones Jumbo Tsu- 
ruta: Finally, An AWA Champion To Be Proud 
Of. Also: Brody-LeDuc, Iron Sheik, Kerry Von 
Erich, Rock ‘n’ Roll Express. 

Oct. 1984; Collision Of The Florida Muscle- 
men: Can Billy Jack Squeeze Superstar 
Graham Out Of Wrestling? Also: Road Warriors, 
Flair-Steamboat, Eddie Gilbert, Orndorff & Shultz- 
Atlas & Johnson. 

Nov. 1984: Dusty Rhodes: Champion Of Cham- 
pions ... And Still The Lord Of The Ring. Also: 
Rich-Gilbert, Gino Hernandez, Road Warriors, 
JYD-Reed. 

Dec. 1984: How Hulkamania Trampled Big John 
Studd. Also: Road Warriors, Magnum T.A,, Wahoo 
McDaniel, Sullivan-Rhodes, 

March 1985: He's Back And Better Than 
Ever: Backlund-A-Mania Is Sweeping The 
Nation! Also: Koloffs, Billy Jack, Von Erichs- 
Devastation Inc. 


June 1985: Sgt. Slaughter Topples Ric Flair— 
So Why Isn't He Champion? Also: Ellering & 
Road Warriors, Koloffs & Khrushchev-Von Erichs, 
Kevin Von Erich, Andre & JYD, 

Sept. 1985: A Psychologist Examines “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper! Is He As Crazy As You Think He 
Is? Also: Magnum-Blanchard, Fantastics, Ric Flair, 
Gagne & Sammartino, 

Jan. 1986: Rick Steamboat vs. Magnificent 
Muraco: The Volcano Rumbles. Also: Warriors & 
Ellering, Mike Von Erich, Jake Roberts, Kolotf & 
Khrushchev-Rock 'n' Rolls. 

March 1986: Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo: 
Will Their Reunion Spell Disaster For Kendall 
Windham? Also: Studd-Hillbilly, Rick Aude, Jerry 
Lawler, Russians-Road Warriors, 

April 1986: Starrcade’s Over, But The Feud 
Rages On: Dusty Rhodes And Ric Flair Cannot 
Survive ‘86! Also: Andre-Heenan, Bill Watts, Scott 
Hall, Lance Von Erich. 

June 1986: Barry Windham's NWA Mission: 
Humiliate Ric Flair! Also; Nord-Road Warriors, 
British Bulldogs, L. Von Erich-One Man Gang, Tully 
Blanchard. 

July 1986; All-American Special Issue: Sgt. 
Slaughter, Hulk Hogan, Magnum T.A. Also: Ivan 
Koloff, Rude-Lance Von Ench. 

Aug. 1986: WrestleMania 2; Hulk Hogan's Night 
Of Redemption. Also: Jim & Ron Garvin, Steve 
Williams, Rick Martel, Sir Oliver Humperdink. 

Sept. 1986: Dusty Rhodes & Magnum T.A.: 
America’s Team Is Not Out For Glory ... It's Out 
For Revenge! Also: Andre-Hogan, Chris Adams, 
Barry Windham, Scott Hall. 

Oct. 1986; The NWA Championship Sinks To A 
New Low: Ric Flair Needs 10 Thugs To Defeat 
Lex Luger! Also; Road Warriors, Randy Savage, 
Verne Gagne, Fantastics-Sheepherders 

Nov. 1986: Paul Ellering's Own Story: “How My 
Road Warriors Made Dusty Rhodes NWA 
Champion.” Also: Adams-Rude, British Bulldogs, 
Bockwinkel-Hansen, Bill Watts. 

Dec. 1986: Rock ‘n’ Roll Revival: Morton And 
Gibson Regain The NWA World Tag Title! Also 
Lex Luger, Hogan-Adonis, Hall-DeBeers, Baby Doll 
Jan. 1987: The New Roddy Piper: Why The 
Fans Love Him ... But Why They Should Hate 
Him! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum T.A., Rude-Flair 
Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Feb, 1987: Hogan, Piper, Orndortf: The WWF's 
Hate Triangle. Also: Terry Taylor, Ric Flair, Mid- 
night Rockers, Kevin Yon Ench, 

March 1987: Happy Anniversary, Hulk Hogan! 
The WWF Champion Celebrates Three Years At 
The Top. Also: Ric Flair, Missy-Gilbert, Lex Luger, 
Bulkiogs, Kolofts. 

April 1987: Steamboat & Windham: Manny 
Happy Returns! Also: Paul Ellering, Hacksaw 
Dugaan, prospects. 

May 1987: Barry Windham's Warning To Lex 
Luger: “Keep Away From The Four Horsemen.” 
Also: Steamboat-Savage, Hogan-Andre. Freebirds 
& Sunshine, Williams-OMG, Midnight Rockers. 
June 1987: Nikita Koloff's Mission: Saddle The 
Horsemen And Trample Lex Luger! Also: Roddy 
Piper, Adams & Taylor, Bruiser Brody, Scott Hall. 
July 1987: Exclusive Ringside Reports: 
WrestleMania Ill Makes History! Also: Mid- 
night Rockers, Mike Rotundo, Danny Davis, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Aug. 1987: The Superpowers’ Super Victory: 
Dusty Rhodes & Nikita Koloff Win The Crockett 
Cup. Also: Hulk Hogan, Lane & Cornette, Mike Von 
Erich, Adams & Taylor. 

Sept. 1987: Hulk Hogan Defeats Harley Race: 
How Fate Took The Greatness Out Of This 
Violent Feud. Also: New Breed-R&R Express, 
Rich & Idol, Honky Tonk Man, Eddie Gilbert. 

Oct. 1987; The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express Win Their 
Fourth NWA Title. Also: Hogan-Bigelow, Rhodes- 
Blanchard, scaffold, Kevin Sullivan 

Nov. 1987: Special Fan Poll: Should Mr. T Be 
Allowed To Referee? Also: War Games, Bulldogs, 
Condrey & Rose, Dusty Rhodes. 

Dec. 1987: Rhodes Challenges Luger: Will 
Dusty’'s U.S. Title Hopes Split The Superpow- 
ers? Also; Hayes-Bubba, Magnum T.A., Randy 
Savage, Al Perez. 

Jan, 1988: Is Hulk Hogan Bored With The WWF 
Title? Also: R&Rs-Horsemen, Flair-R. Garvin, 
Adrian Adonis, Steve Williams. 

Feb. 1988: A Special Analysis By Jesse Ven- 
tura: Randy Savage Has Wimped Out! Also 
Sting, R&Rs-Blanchard & Anderson, Kevin Von 
Erich, Dangerously-Lawler-Dundee. 

March 1988: Bam Bam Bigelow: Wrestling's 
Most Dangerous Man. Also. Adams-Perez, Nikita 
Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 


May 1988: Milllon-Dollar Middleman: The Future 
Of The WWE Is In Ted DiBiase’s Hands. Also: 
Zbyszko & Baby Doll, Road Warriors-Konga & 
Warlord, Fritz Von Erich, Rockers-Express. 

June 1988: The Noble Savage: How Beauty 
Killed The Beast Within “The Macho Man.” Also: 
Warriors-Warlord & Barbarian, R&A Express, Baby 
Doll, G. Gagne-Hennig. 

July 1988: A Toast To Wrestling'’s Odd Couple: 
Kerry Von Erich & Michael Hayes Unite! Also: 
DiBiase-Savage-Hogan, Dillon & Horsemen, Sting, 
Rick Steamboat. 

Aug. 1988: What Randy Savage Must Do To 
Escape The Shadow Of Hulk Hogan. Also: Hyatt- 
Gilbert, Sting, Michael Hayes, Honky Tonk. 

Oct. 1988: Preview & Analysis: Megapowers vs. 
Megabucks. Also: Horsemen, Jerry Lawler, War- 
lord & Barbarian, Dangerously-Gilbert, Beefcake- 
Honky Tonk. 

Nov, 1988; Dusty Rhodes vs. Barry Windham: 
The Night The Teacher Learned A Lesson. Also: 
Kerry-Lawler. Lex Luger, Muraco-Valentine, 
Freebirds. 

Dec. 1988: Exclusive “Hotseat” Interview: Rod- 
dy Piper—Will He Ever Be Back? Also: Powers of 
Pain, Ultimate Warrior, Ric Flair, Bambi-Mystic, 
Kevin Von Erich. 

Feb. 1989: Tully & Arn Will Fall Under Bobby 
Heenan! A Special Analysis By J.J. Dillon. Also: 
Hogan-Bossman, Sgt. Slaughter, Lawler-INsipe 
WrestunG, Davis-Wayne. 

June 1989: Finally, Fortune Favors The Chal- 
lenger: Rick Steamboat Wins Ric Flair's NWA 
Belt! Also: Morton & Gibson, Macho Madness- 
Hulkamania, Lex Luger, Jimmy Jack Funk. 

Aug. 1989: Your Ballots Are In: Hulkamania 
Rules! Also: Tanaka & Diamond, Rick Steamboat, 
Bigelow-Rhodes, Rick Rude, Jim Cornette. 

Sept. 1989: Savage Is Shamed By Hogan—Only 
Elizabeth Can Save Him Now. Also: Lex Luger, 
Mil Mascaras, Dusty Rhodes, Bushwhackers, 
Skandor Akbar. 

Oct. 1989: Dusty Rhodes’ WWF Hit List. Also: 
Hall-Pillman-Vicious, Curt Hennig, Warriors, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich 

Nov. 1989: Please, Elizabeth—Don't Wrestle 
Sherri! Also: Mil Mascaras, Dangerously-Comette, 
Sting-T. Funk, Lex Luger, Jake Roberts. 

Dec, 1989: The Dusty Road Is Paved With 
Gold; The American Dream Lives On! Also: Ric 
Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry-Chu-hi, Lex Luger, 
Larry Zbyszko. 

Jan. 1990: Why Sting's Friendship Is Tearing 
Ric Flair Apart! Also: Roberts-DiBiase, Rock 'n’ 
Rolls, Lawler-Embry, Hulk Hogan, Paul E- 
Dangerously. 

Feb. 1990: Sex Symbol Showdown: Rude's Out 
... Piper's In ... And The Fans Love It! Also: War- 
nors-Skyscrapers, Jimmy Snuka, Tom Zenk, De- 
struction Craw, Kerry Von Erich 

March 1990 (Special Issue): The ‘80s: A Rous- 
ing Review Of A Dynamic Decade. Also: Bobby 
Heenan, Ric Flair, Paul Orndortf. 

April 1990: Starrcade ‘89: Night Of The Iron 
Men. Also: Warrior-Hogan, Dustin Rhodes, Buzz 
Sawyer, WWF shuffle. 

May 1990: WrestleMania VI Main Event: Hulk 
Hogan vs, Ultimate Warrior: Exclusive Preview 
& Analysis. Also: Jerry Lawler, Al Perez, Lex 
Luger, Woman, LPWA. 

June 1990: Tragedy Strikes Sting! How You 
Can Help Speed His Recovery. Also: Saito-Zbys- 
zko, Earthquake, Ultimate Warrior, Jeff Jarrett. 
July 1990: Our Urgent Plea To Hulk Hogan & 
The Ultimate Warrior: Team Up And Eliminate 
These Men. Also: Steiners, Sting, Earthquake, 
Kokina Maximus, Tessa. 

Aug. 1990: The Experts Agree: Lex Luger Has 
Made Ric Flair A Broken Man. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Ultimate Warrior, Pillman & Zenk, Terry Taylor, 
Jerry Lawler. 

Sept. 1990: Fighting Fire With Fire: The 
Awesome Foursome—Committed To De- 
stroying The Horsemen, Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Hacksaw Duggan, JYO, Adams-Jeannis, 
Midnight Express 

Oct. 1990; Sting: “I Feel Like I've Conquered 
The World!” Also: Legion of Doom, Bush- 
whackers, El Gigante, Mike Rotundo, Juice 
Patrol. 

Nov. 1990: Ric Flair & Hulk Hogan: A Tale Of 
Two Ex-Champions. Also; Sid Vicious, Sgt. 
Slaughter, Jeannie-Toni, Mr. Fuji & Orient Express. 
Dec. 1990: Halloween Havoc Horror! Why Sting 
Is Spooked By Sid Vicious. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Kerry Von Erich, Jim Comette, Larry Zbyszko. 

Jan. 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: 
The Legion Of Doom Will Lead You To De- 
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struction. Also; Pau) E. Dangerously, Chris 
Adams, Steiners, Lawler-T. Funk. 

Feb, 1991: Our Plan For The “Hulkster” To 
Regain The WWF World Belt. Also: Terry Tay- 
lor, Rick Martel, Sting & Simmons, all-annoy- 
ing, Stan Hansen 

March 1991: The Earthquake Feud Rumbles On: 
Will Hulk Hogan Be The Victim Of His Own 
Deadly Obsession? Also: Roberts-Martel, Sting- 
Hansen, Keirn-Perez, Barry Windham. 

April 1991: The Steiners: They'd Be Wrestling's 
Greatest Tag Team, But ... Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
Flair-Sting, Steiners, Roddy Piper, Larry Zbyszko, 
Sgt. Slaughter. 

June 1991; Steiners, LOD: Tag Team Thunder. 
Also: Steve Williams, Nikita Koloff, I-C belt, 
Dundees, Arn Anderson, 

July 1991: Hogan’s Burning Mad! Beating 
Slaughter For The Title Was Not Enough. Also: 
Virgil. Nastys, Steiners, Dan Spivey, Terry Funk, 
Aug. 1991: Are The Steiners Getting Too Cocky 
For Their Own Good? Also: Jerry Lawler, Rick 
Steamboat, Warrior-Undertaker, Dustin Rhodes. 
Flair-Windham. 

Sept. 1991: Justice Is In The WWF ... And Ho- 
gan's In The Biggest Trouble Of His Life! Also: 
Missy-Paul E., Rick Rude, Curt Hennig, Stevie 
Ray, Diamond Exchange. 

Oct, 1991: Exclusive Preview & Analysis: Sum- 
merSiam ‘91. Also: Savage & Liz, Hogan & War- 
rior, Leg Luger, Santana-Allas, Steve Williams, 
Studd-Zenk. 

Nov. 1991: Our Investigation Reveals ... The 
Truth Behind The Hogan-Savage Connection. 
Also: Lex Luger, Ric Flair, War Games, Mounties, 
foreign objects. 

Dec. 1991: A Night To Remember: SummerSlam 
Provides Heat For The Cold Months Ahead. 
Also: Alexandra York, Simmons-Luger, Lane & 
Comette, Leatherface. 

Jan, 1992: INsiDE WRESTLING Reveals; Sting’s 
Memo From A Maniac! Also: Freebirds, Black- 
hearts, Bret Hart, Ousty Rhodes, Mike Rotundo. 
March 1992: Who's Winning The Hogan-Flair 
Wars? Also: Steiners, Survivor Series, Enforcers- 
Rhodes & Steamboat, Johnny B_ Badd. 

May 1992: War! WrestleMania Will Be Sid 
And Hulk's Battleground. Also: Jushin Liger, 
Eddie Gilbert, Repo Man, Austin-Blossom, Tri- 
State & UWF. 

June 1992: Sting: A New Champion, A New Era. 
Also: Hulk Hogan, Harley Race, Marcus Bagwell, 
Tony Atlas, IRS & DiBiase. 

July 1992: Is Regaining The WWF Title An 
Impossible Undertaking? Also: Sherri & 
Shawn, Big Van Vader, Gordy & Williams, 
Kamala, Joe Savoldi. 

Aug. 1992: The Closer Flair Gets ... The More 
Savage “Macho Man” Becomes. Also: Jack- 
Badd, Brian Christopher, LOD & Ellering, Taylor & 
Valentine, Dusty Wolfe. 

Sept. 1992: Hulk Hogan's “Retirement”: Why 
The WWF Will Never Let Him Rest In Peace. 
Also: War Games, Big Van Vader, Kamala, Marty 
dannatty, U.K. 

Oct. 1992: SummerSlam ‘92: Exclusive Preview 
& Analysis. Also: S. Steiner-Muta, Ron Simmons, 
Eddie Gilbert, Eric Embry. 

Nov. 1992: The Great American Crash: Vader 
Crushes Sting For The WCW World Title. Also: 
Ric Flair, Ultimate Warrior, Madusa, Warlord & 
Barbarian-Bushwhackers, top rope rule. 

Dec. 1992: Hey, Ric Flair: Stop Whining And 
Start Winning. Also: Razor Ramon, Heavenly 
Bodies, Jeff Jarrett, Windham & D. Rhodes, 
NWA title. 

March 1993: Who Controls The Balance Of 
Power In The WWF? Also: Shawn Michaels, 
Nikita Koloff, Windham-Dustin, Survivor Series, 
Rod Price. 

April 1993; New Blood! The Wrestlers Who 
Could Revitalize The WWF In ‘93. Also: Z-Man & 
Gunn, Sting-Vader, Dangerous Alliance, Ric Flair. 
May 1993: Exclusive WrestleMania IX Match 
Analysis. Also; Andre the Giant, Pillman & 
Austin, Great Muta, Headshrinkers-Steiners, 2 
Cold Scorpio. 

Jan. 1994 (Special Edition): Wrestling'’s Seas- 
onal Spectaculars—WWF SummerSlam, WCW 
Fall Brawl. Also: Rick Martel, Razor Ramon, 
Steven Regal, Paul Orndorff, Mascaras-Liger, 
ECW baseball bat matches. 

May 1994: Lex Luger & Bret Hart: Their Greatest 
Triumphs, Their Gravest Tragedies. Also: Flair- 
Rude, Rick Morton, Heenan-Bockwinkel, Brian 
Christopher, Yoko-Booger. 

June 1994: Wake Up, Rick Steamboat: Ric Flair 
Is Still “Slick” Ric! Also: Jimmy Snuka, Tony 


Anthony, IRS, Bruise Brothers, Alundra Blayze, 
Freebirds. 

July 1994 (Special Issue): A Look Into Wres- 
tling’s Future: You Won't Believe What You'll 
See! Also: Ron Simmons, Sting, Earthquake- 
Booger, Bob Armstrong, Diesel, 

Oct. 1994 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also; Doink, Vader-Race, Mabel, Dory Funk Jr., 
Owen-Bret, Hall of Fame. 

March 1995: Predictions 1995. Also: Nastys, 
Razor Ramon, Tasmaniac, Kid-Man O' War, 
Pillman & Hogan. 

June 1995: The Beginning Of The End? Will 
Hulk Hogan Get Burned By Friendly Fire? Also: 
Steve Austin, Gangstas, Public Enemy, Bret-Owen, 
Jeff Jarrett. 

Oct. 1995 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Randy Savage, Bret & Cactus, Sting, Diesel, 
Hawk. 

Nov, 1995: One Defense In Four Months?! 
Strip Hulk Hogan Of The Title—Now! Also: Alex 
Wright, Tatanka, King of Ring, Chris Benoit, 
Backlund-Clinton. 

Jan. 1996: Our Holiday Wish List For 1996! Also: 
Scott Norton, Sid Vicious, Psicosis-Misterio, Barry 
Horowitz, Sabu. 

Feb. 1996: Wrestling's Top Stars: What 1996 
Has In Store For Them! Also: Goldust, Sherri- 
Parker, Mikey Whipwreck, Smokin’ Gunns. 

March 1996: His Excellency! How Bret Mas- 
terminded Diesel's Execution. Also: Jeff Jar- 
rett, Giant, Jim Cornette, Survivor Series, Ed- 
die Guerrero. 

June 1996: Luger Or Hogan? If Sting Makes 
The Wrong Choice, He's Through! Also: 
Road Warriors, Roddy Piper, Ahmed Johnson, 
Raven, Al Snow 

Aug. 1996: The Greening Of Wrestling: How 
Sting & Shawn Will Become $50,000,000 Men! 
Also: Bodydonnas, Giant, Guerrera-Misterio, 
George Steele, Goldust & Marlena. 

Oct. 1996 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Jake Roberts, Yokozuna, Giant-Konnan, 
Ahmed Johnson, Chris Jericho, strutters. 

Nov. 1996: The Steiners: Feasting On A But- 
fet Of Violence. Also: Shawn Michaels, Sabu- 
Douglas, King of Ring, Eddie Guerrero, truck 
stop terror. 

Dec. 1996: Three Women For Four Horsemen? 
The Hot Search For A Fourth Filly Has Begun! 
Also: Sunny & Gunns, Giant, Goldust, Cornetie & 
Hart, Jerry Jarrett 

Holiday 1996 (Special Issue): The Tombstone: 
Wresling's Deadliest Finisher. Also: 1997 calen- 
dar, "Pyscho” Sid, Benoit-Misterio, Steiners-NWO, 
Pit Bull |, Jushin Liger. 

Feb, 1997: Trouble In Egoville: Is There An NWO 
Within The NWO? Also: Chris Candido, Bret- 
Shawn, Ric Flair, Joey Styles, Liger-Benoit. 

June 1997; Ahmed Johnson Reveals: “I 
Almost Joined The Nation Of Domination.” 
Also: Mankind, Lex Luger, NWO, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jerry Graham. 

Oct. 1997 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also; LOD-PG-13, Rob Van Dam, Flair & Horse- 
men, Ken Shamrock, McMichael-White, Madd & 
Mama Maxine. 

Nov. 1997: WWF War Zone: Interfederation 
Battles Rock The Sport! Also: Anmed Johnson, 
Cunt Hennig, Nueva World Order, Chris Candido, 
Dan Sevem. 

Dec. 1997: Losing Is Bull! Has Dennis Rodman 
Had It With Hulk Hogan? Also: Steve Austin, 
Jarrett & Debra, Harts, Funk-Francine, Chris 
Jericho, 

Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): The Steiners’ 
Million-Dollar Gamble! Also: 1998 calendar, Alex 
Wright, The Patriot, Sgt. Slaughter, Turnbuckle 
Turkey Awards. 

Feb, 1998: Wrestling's Top Stars: What's Ahead 
For ‘98. Also: Brian Pillman, Sting, Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley, Reckless Youth. 

March 1998: Hart Transplant! The Truth Be- 
hind Bret's Defection To WCW. Also: Steve Mc- 
Michael, Bam Bam Bigelow, Steve Austin, Disco 
Infemo. 

April 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 INsipe 
Wrestunc Computer Tournament. Also: Scott 
Hall, Marlena, Chris Benoit, Gunn & James, Sabu- 
Sandman. 

May 1998: Is The WWF Screwing Another Hart? 
Also: Steve Austin, Dallas Page, Booker T, Larry 
Zbyszko, Al Snow, 

June 1998: Exclusive! Steve Austin: The 10 Men 
Who Inspired His Toughness. Also; Dusty & 
Dustin, Perry Saturn, Mortis, Jett Jarrett. 

July 1998 (Special Issue): Top Stars Answer 
Your Personal Questions. Also: Jericho-Misterio 
Jr., Steve Austin, Sunny, Scott Steiner, Chris- 
topher-Michinoku, 

Aug. 1998: WrestleMania XIV; The Real Winners 
And Losers. Also: Sunny, Curt Hennig, Dan Sev- 
ern, Ultimo Dragon. 

Sept. 1998: Power Surge! While The NWO Fid- 
dies ... These Men Are Burning. Also: Sable, 
Ultimo-Guerrero, DeGeneration X-Owen, Rocky 
Maivia, Mad Russian-Rambo. 

Oct. 1998 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also; Steve Austin, Taka Michinoku, Al Snow, 
Hollywood Hogan, Roddy Piper, Misawa-Kawada. 
Nov. 1998: Austin vs. Goldberg: Who Would 


Win And Why. Also: Bret Hart, Dude Love, Junk- 
yard Dog, Heimsiay-Michaels, Ray-Booker. 

Dec. 1998: DDP's Big Bang Theories: Cut- 
ting Loose On Life, Love, & The Ultimate Buzz. 
Also: Sable-Jackie, Mankind, Hogan-Horace, 
D-Lo, APW. 

Holiday 1998 (Special Issue): Kane: Still 
Haunted By His Day Of Glory. Also: Eddie 
Guerrero, Stevie Ray, Val Venis, Turnbuckle 
Turkey Awards, bonus calendar. 

Jan, 1999: Seasons Greetings With A Bang 
(DDP & Kimberly). Also: Severn-Shamrock, 
Konnan, Arn, Undertaker-Kane, Chris Jericho. 
March 1999: Estrange Situation! Insider Re- 
veals: “Shane Still Resents His Father! Also: X- 
Pac, Hogan-Warriot, Jesse Ventura, Billy Kidman, 
Scott Norton. 

April 1999 (Special Issue): The 1999 Insive 
Wrestunc Computer Tournament. Also; Boss- 
man-McMahon, Steiner & Bischoff, Hollywood Ho- 
gan, Wrath, Blue Meanie. 

May 1999: Team Corporate’s WrestleMania 
Scare! Mankind’s Title Victory Could Have 
Spoiled Everything! Also: New Age Outlaws, 
Eddie Guerrero, Triple-H, Bill 

June 1999: Still In-Vince-Ible! What Will It Take 
To Topple This Man? Also: Rey Misterio Jr., 
ECW, Triple-H, NWO, Blue Meanie. 

July 1999 (Special Issue): Top Stars Answer 
Your Personal Questions. Also: Vince McMahon, 
Vincent, Eric Bischoff, Giant Baba. 

Aug. 1999: WrestleMania XV: The Rea/ Winners 
And Losers! Also: Yam Dam-Lynn, Saturn, Gol- 
dust, Steiner-Bagwell. 

Oct. 1999 ( jal Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also; Mankind & Shamrock, Snow-Holly, Sting, 
Edge, Flair-Robinson, AIWF. 

Nov. 1999; Crash At The Bash! Enter Sid, Vi- 
ciously! Also: Undertaker-Austin, Acolytes, Master 
P, Debra, Justin Credible. 

Dec. 1999: The Rock: What Makes You Love/Hate 
This Man? Also: Sting, Shane Douglas, Droz, 
Piper-Bagwell, Taz. 

Holiday 1999 (Special Issue): The 1999 Turn- 
buckle Turkey Awards. Also: Sting, Dogg-Gunn, 
Undertaker, Steve Corino, 2000 calendar, 

Jan. 2000: Dreaming Of An Extreme Christ- 
mas (Tommy Dreamer & Francine). Also: Gold- 
berg, Al Snow, Billy Gunn, Doring & Road Kill, 
cigar-chompers. 

Feb. 2000: Wrestilng’s Top Stars: What's Ahead 
For 2000! Also: Vinge-Bulldog, Mike Awesome, Sid 
Vicious, Gorilla Monsoon. 

March 2000: Kevin Nash & Scott Hall; Getting 
Inside The Outsiders’ Heads. Also: Dudleys, 
Jerry Lynn, Vince-X, Kimberly, Zero Gravity, 

April 2000 (Special Issue): The Y2K Computer 
Tournament. Als@: Jarrett-PTB, Christopher & 
Taylor, Lou E. Prously, Lawler-Fantastico. 
May 2000: Hey, dtt, Watch Your Back! The 
NWO Is Setting Ypu Up! Also: Hacksaw Duggan, 
Rikishi Phatu, Test Mike Awesome. 

dune 2000: Chris Jericho's Deadliest Enemy: 
His Ego! Also: Tazz, Kidman-Torrie, Nash-Funk, 
Buff Bagwell, New, Jack. 

July 2000 (Speci! Issue): It’s True! Kurt Angle 
Will Be Hotter Than The Rock In Six Months! 
Also: Elizabeth, Steve Blackman, Norman Smiley, 
Spike Dudley, personal questions. 

Aug. 2000: WrestleMania 2000: The Real Win- 
ners & Losers! Also: Dustin-Funk, Eddie Guer- 
rero, ECW extreme?, WCW analysis, 

Sept. 2000: Those Damn Dudleys! Is There An 
Evil Act Fans Won't Cheer? Also: Billy Kidman, 
Taka Michinoku, Yoshihiro Tajiri, Jeff Jarrett. 

Oct. 2000 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Kurt Angle, Malenko-Saturn, Lance Storm, 
Tori, Jumbo Tsuruta, ECW headliners. 

Nov. 2000: When Will Triple-H Prociaim ... “I'm 
Sick Of Being A McMahon!” Also: Trish Stratus, 
Shane Douglas, Hulk Hogan, Kevin Nash, Yo- 
shihiro Taji. 
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Jan. 2001: Olympic Games: What Kind Of Angle 
Has Curt Been Running? Also: Tazz-Lawler, Big 
Vito, Stacy Keibler, Chris Benoit, Kid Kash, Chyna. 

March 2001: Who Knows The Rock's Role? Is 
He Ditching Wrestling For Hollywood? Also: 
Trish Stratus, Billy Gunn, Jarrett-Sting, C.W. 
Anderson, Booker T. 

May 2001: The WrestleMania Tip Sheet: What 
You Must Know About The Event Of The Year! 
Also: Scott Steiner, Dudleys, Malenko & Lita, 
Shane Douglas, Raven. 

Aug. 2001: Game Face! We Haven't Seen Hunt- 
er's Ugly Side ... But Just Wait! Also: WWF vs. 
WeW, Kurt Angle, Vince McMahon, Booker T, 
Hardys & Lita, Haas brothers, WCW babes. 

Oct. 2001: Will Debra Ice Stone-Cold? Also: 
Vince vs. Shane, Chyna, William Regal, former Big 
Three stars. 

Dec. 2001: The WWF-WCW Dream Matches We 
Really Want! Also: Tazz, Dudleys, Perry Saturn, 
Johnny Valentine, 100 WCW facts. 

Feb. 2002: RVD: The Story You've Been Mis- 
sing For 10 Years! Also: Hardys, Randy Orton, 
Shawn Stasiak, Turmbuckle Turkey Awards. 

April 2002: Feud Alert! The Lowdown On 2002's 
Hotest Showdowns! Also: Rikishi, Stacy Keibler, 
Shane Helms, 2001 report cards. 


June 2002: Special Comeback Issue: Triple- 
H, Chris Benoit, Kevin Nash, Also: Chris Jer- 
icho, Howard Stern, hypothetical unification 
showdowns. 

Aug. 2002: WrestleMania X8: The Real Winners 
And Losers. Also: Hulk Hogan, Scolt Steiner, 
Jamie Noble, Jarrett-Christopher, All-Japan. 

Oct. 2002: Dark Side Be Damned! Undertaker’s 
At His Best As Himself! Also: Ric Flair, Triple-H, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Goldberg, WWE-Hollywood. 
Dec. 2002: The Impossible Dream, Part 2: Can 
Angle Win Another Olympic Gold? Also: Shane 
McMahon, PTC-WWE, Trish Stratus, Malice, next 
best things. 

Feb. 2003: HBK’s Miracle Comeback: Will The 
Fans Let Him Make The Smart Choice? Also: 
Edge, RVD, Chuck & Billy, Russ Haas Memorial, 
Turnbuckle Turkeys, 

April 2003: Big Poppa Pump: On A Dirty Mis- 
sion To Clean Up WWE. Also: Ron Killings, Big 
Show, WWE agents, report cards. 

June 2003: Grabbing For Greatness: Triple-H’s 
Desperate Quest For Immortality. Also: Abdul- 
lah, Shawn Michaels, Chris Benoit, WCW winners 
& losers. 

Aug. 2003: WrestleMania XIX: The Supercard 
That Changed The Course Of History! Also: 
Rene Dupree, The Hurricane, Chris Jericho, 
Team Angle, injuries, 

Oct. 2003: Done? Don't Count On it! Stone- 
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Cold Will Die If He Can't Fight! Also: Klig, Miss 
Elizabeth, D-Lo Brown, FBI, WWE nostalgia. 

Dec. 2003: The 10 Most Respectable Wres- 
tlers Who Get No Respect. Also: Dragon vs. 
Misterio, Hulk Hogan, Lance Storm, Sting, 
Lawler vs. Rhodes. 

Feb. 2004: The Game vs. Da Man: The Death 
War That's Too Brutal To Last! Also: Under- 
taker, Kane-Shane, Shaniqua, Briscoes vs. 
Briscos, Turnbuckle Turkeys. 

April 2004: The Raw vs. Smackdown Super 
Bowl Party: WWE Will Never Be The Same! 
Also: Tajiri, Maven, Carly Colon, Raw report 
cards. 

June 2004: Who Can Tame The Beast That Is 
Batista? Also: Hardcore Holly, Michael Shane, 
Chavo-Eddie, “McSpansion's” 20th anniversary. 
Aug. 2004: WrestleMania Alumni Agree: Randy 
Orton's Life Is Changed Forever! Also: Eddie 
Guerrero, Hail & Nash, Chris Benoit, insiders’ poll, 
Nov. 2004: John Cena: Do We Need To Hate Him 
To Love Him? Also: Shelton Benjamin, Steamboat- 
Punk, Chavo Classic, A.J. Styles, Jonathan 
Coachman, William Regal, OVW streetfight. 

Feb. 2005: Why Randy Orton Will Succeed 
Where Brock Lesnar Failed. Also: JBL, Batista, 
Dudieys, Striker, Jeff Hardy, Turnbuckle Turkeys. 
May 2005; The Return Of Brock Lesnar: Is BL 
The Only Man To Take Out JBL? Also: Maven, 
Hardcore Holly, Lita, TNA, Raw report cards. 
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_| the business 
By Harry Burkett 
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TNA—led by the exciting X division—has scored big in a key demographic, which will 
definitely come as good news to the executives at Spike TV. While the promotion has 
yet to show numbers that would make it a viable competitor to WWE, the slow rise in 
ratings shows that it is moving in the right direction. 
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Fortunately for 
TNA, Spike TV’s decision to air 
first-run editions of /mpact on 
Thursday nights and repeats on 
Saturday nights has turned out to 
be a good one. Thanks to the star- 
power of wrestlers like Sting and 
Kevin Nash, in addition to fantastic 
matches involving Samoa Joe and 
A.J. Styles, Impact is routinely scor- 
ing above the 1.0-mark, with a 1.2 
on May 25 anda 1.1 on June 1. 

Impact’s rating on June 1 is 
even more impressive, considering 
that it scored an impressive 1.8 
among the much sought 18- to 34- 
year-old demographic. In fact, 
Impact was the second highest- 
rated program in all of cable 
among that group on that night, 
behind an NBA playoff game airing 
on TNT. 

The show's average rating since 
moving to Thursday nights on April 
13 is 1.0, which is a bit higher than 
its average in its original Saturday 
night time slot. 


Vince McMahon is 
always happy when his company 
gets positive press, so he had to 
be pleased with a recent analysis 
on the Motley Fool Web site, which 
has become the Internet’s leading 
source of financial commentary. It 
marked the first time that a main- 
stream financial media outlet has 
attempted to explain Extreme 
Championship Wrestling and what 
it means to WWE's business. 

Writer Steven Mallas, who fre- 
quently reports on WWE for Motley 
Fool, explained that ECW is not 
expected to single-handedly spark 
pro wrestling into another boom 
period. Instead, ECW is intended 
to enhance the diversity of WWE’s 
product, which, in the long run, will 
make the company less suscepti- 
ble to the industry’s ups and 
downs. That has already been 
WWE's strength, considering it 
was one of the few media con- 
glomerates not to lose money dur- 
ing the 2001-2004 recession. 


Indeed, The Motley Fool points 
out that WWE has generated free 
cash flow over the past four years 
and offers significant dividends to 
its investors. Mallas contends that 
WWE's emphasis on diversity— 
which impresses all investors—will 
increase its cash-generating 
capacity. Now that WWE possess- 
es a near-monopoly, it plans to 
offer a product that will appeal to a 
number of niche audiences. ECW, 
along with Raw, Smackdown, and 
WWE 24/7, is one component of 
that strategy. 

Citing the upcoming 25th an- 
niversary of WrestleMania in 2009, 
Mallas added, “There’s going to be 
a lot of excitement for the compa- 
ny between now and then (and 
plenty of disposable income allo- 
cated toward its various projects). 
Between the surge in popularity 
for wrestling, expanded product 
offerings, and the company’s 5.4 
percent annual dividend yield, 
[WWE] looks to be a long-term 
winner.” 


Where is The Rock? Dwayne 
Johnson is still nowhere close to a 
wrestling ring, but he has been 
spotted at two events recently, 
wearing his trademark smile and 
schmoozing with glitterati. 

For those viewers who 
watched the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship 60 pay-per-view, 
The Rock was in plain view, sit- 
ting in the front row and reacting 
theatrically to a couple of the 
most punishing hits of the night. 
The Rock also created a buzz at 
the Cannes Film Festival in 
France. To some, Rock appeared 
a bit older, with thicker hair and 
without the impressive physique 
he sported during his wrestling 
days. There, he promoted his lat- 
est release, Southland Tales, 
hoping the film would obtain dis- 
tribution in the United States. 
Unfortunately for Rock, the film 
earned a cool reception. 

The Rock should have better 
luck with his first Disney movie, 


Game Plan. Although 
Rock was originally 
slated to play a be- 
loved New England 
Patriot quarterback, 
the NFL and Disney 
weren't able to reach 
a deal regarding the 
use of uniforms and 
logos. Instead, The 
Rock will be the quar- 
terback of a fictitious 
team. The filming of 
football scenes were 
scheduled to begin at 
Boston’s Gillette Sta- 
dium in June. Game 
Plan is about a foot- 
ball hero who discov- 
ers that he has an 
eight-year-old daugh- 
ter from a previous 
relationship. The an- 
tics begin when he tries to raise her. 

Perhaps The Rock was in- 
spired by Vin Diesel’s perfor- 
mance in another Disney movie, 


Making the move from The Scorpion King to a company 
more known for Prince Charming is a risky move for most 
actors. The Rock is as capable as anyone to make the 
transition from action star to lead in a family comedy, and 
he will do so in Game Plan for Walt Disney Pictures. 


WWE Stockwatch 


(For the period of May 1 to May 31, 2006) 


titled The Pacifier. After all, The 
Pacifier beat The Rock’s Be Cool 
during its opening weekend in 
2005. 
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TV breakdown 


May 8: 4.0 Analysis: The ratings for Raw have dipped below 4.0 for the first time in several months, and, judging 
May 15: 4.0 from the developments on WWE television as of late, the drops seem to be going against conventional 
May 22: 3.7 wisdom. At live events, fans have been crotch-chopping and salivating, hoping for Triple-H to turn 
May 29: 3.8 against Vince McMahon and re-form DeGeneration X with Shawn Michaels. Interestingly, the Raw num- 
June 5: 4.0 bers began dropping on the night that Triple-H exploded and attacked all five members of The Spirit 

Squad to save the “Heartbreak Kid.” The rating was nearly as low the following week when Triple-H 


faced Kenny in the main event. But does that say more about Triple-H’s drawing power or, perhaps, the 
premature push of male cheerleaders. Also, the storylines leading to One Night Stand began at about this 
time, so that didn’t necessarily bode well for the revival of ECW. Nevertheless, Raw experienced an up- 
tick to 4.0 on the Monday before One Night Stand. Based on the numbers alone, it seems as if Raw was 
better off when Creative focused on WWE champion John Cena and Edge. Who would have thought that? 


SMACKDOWN (UPN) 


May 5: 2.2 Analysis: Are we witnessing the death knell of Smackdown? The numbers for WWE’s blue-roped pro- 

May 12: 2.5 gram dropped to an all-time low during May and the first week of June. Despite the hotshot main event 

May 19: 1.9 pitting World champion Rey Misterio Jr. vs. Kane, designed to promote See No Evil, which was premier- 

May 26: 2.4 ing nationwide on that night, Smackdown plummeted below the 2.0-mark into WCW Thunder territory. 

June 2: 2.4 The fact that Smackdown did so poorly despite a dual-brand Smackdown World championship match 
proves that the show’s Friday-night death slot probably has more to do with its predicament than any cre- 
ative approach or talent deficiency. Is Smackdown in danger of going off the air? Probably not, because it 
still remains one of UPN’s top-rated programs. But, with UPN merging with the WB to form the CW in the 
near future, WWE executives have to be on guard against bad news. Fortunately for WWE, the ECW spe- 
cial that aired on June 7 was met with critical praise from fans and Internet pundits, although actual rat- 
ings numbers weren’t available as of press time. It would be easy to envision a scenario in which Raw 
and Smackdown unifies into a single brand again, with ECW as the alternative. 


IMPACT (Snike TW) 


May 4: 0.9 Analysis: What exactly helped /mpact score its highest rating ever, a 1.2, on May 25? The TNA book- 
May 11: 1.0 ing committee wishes it knew the answer, but, fortunately, the solution may be that most viewers realize 
May 18: 1.1 that the original program airs on Thursday and the repeat airs on Saturday—and that would mean that 
May 25: 1.2 Impact’s baseline audience represents a rating of 1.0 or greater. After all, the main event on the May 25 
June 1: 1.1 show, Ron Killings vs. Monty Brown, was hardly the caliber of match to attract a larger-than-usual audi- 

ence. However, there was enough talk of Sting and Scott Steiner to keep the program interesting for ex- 


WCW fans, and that—along with Samoa Joe’s phenomenal rise—seems to be the secret to /mpact’s suc- 
cess. Given that /mpact’s average rating is still well below the 2.0-mark, there is no indication that the 
show could compete against Raw or Smackdown head to head. And, now that ECW’s weekly program is 
set to premiere on the Sci-Fi Channel on Tuesday, June 13, the competition has become tougher for 
Impact. That said, if the ECW brand becomes as successful as Raw, the rising tide could help all of 
wrestling, including TNA. 
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MISoING ANY PWi DOUBLES? 


Limited quantities of Pro Wrestling Illustrated's 
popular 148-page double issues are available 
by mail order. Act now before they're gone! 


July 2004: Brock Shock! The Questions That Must Be Answered! 
Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Chris Jericho, Christopher Daniels, Abbott-Shamrock, WrestleMania XX, 
WrestleMania flashback. 


NE March 2005: 2004-—The Year in Wrestling 
We irestite Plus: 2004 In Review, Achievement ‘04 Awards, Unofficial/Official, phantastic photos of 2004, 
. VER A‘ predictions for 2005. 
Ore E * 


ee July 2005: Gold Strike! Cena & Batista Change The Face Of Wrestling! 


pro) Plus: Kevin Nash, Chris Benoit, Heartbreakers, all-time WrestleMania roster, the state of the game. 


Vi, .ustrateos 


~ ie? .: November 2005: The PW/ 500. 
uae Plus: Batista, RVD, Samoa Joe, Chris Jericho, Muhammad Hassan, dream teams. 


& 

January 2006: Special Report: WWE vs. TNA: Let The War Begin! 
Plus: Bryan Danielson, Dudleys-Matt Hardy-Rhino, Ortons, 2005 report cards. 
reestling March 2006: 2005—The Year In Wrestling. 

Pe Sunes Plus: 2005 In Review, Achievement 2005 awards, Unofficial/Official awards, 

 & uns phantastic photos of 2005, predictions for 2006. 

May 2006: Awesome! Samoa Joe Takes Wrestling Where It’s Never Been Before! 
Plus: Lashley, Angle-Batista, Edge, ROH-CZW, Wrestling Forecaster. 


a ee eens 


Please send me the PWI DOUBLES | have checked below. | have enclosed a 
check or money order for $8.95, payable to London Publishing Co., for each issue 
| am ordering (shipping and handling included). 


|| July 2004 (|) July 2005 
March 2005 || November 2005 

|| January 2006 || March 2006 

(| May 2006 


SEND TO: 
London Publishing Co. 
Ox 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Please indicate method of payment: 


(] Check or money order [] VISA J) MasterCard 
(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
Card ee ee ee ee le =e Expiration Date: / | 
MO/YR 

Signature: = = 
NAME - = 
ADDRESS ‘AP == 
CITY STATE 4 | ae = 


PRICES APPLY IN THE U.S. ONLY. ALL OTHER COUNTRIES PLEASE ADD $2.00 PER MAGAZINE FOR SURFACE MAIL 
($5.00 AIRMAIL). INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY. PLEASE ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 
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S | STRUGGLED to get com- 

fortable in the unforgiving wood- 

en chair that was cutting off 
the circulation to my legs, | franti- 
cally searched my mind for some- 
thing to distract me from both the 
pain as well as the malaise that had 
already begun to set in. 

See, | was about to sit through the 
umpteenth graduation ceremony and 
the ideological speeches/inside 
jokes that are the norm for such an 
event had begun to blend together 
over the years. 

Now, please don’t misunder- 
stand—|’m tremendously proud of my 
brother’s achievements. He was leav- 


ing one of the most prestigious Ivy 
League institutions in the country with 
an advanced degree. Astonishingly 
enough, he’s probably only the sec- 
ond smartest in the family, as our sis- 
ter—the youngest—is the acknowl- 
edged brain of the children. It reads 
like an intelligence evolutionary chart 
(sorry, Kansas) in our family, with 
yours truly being closest to the ape. 

But |’m getting off track—back to 
the numb legs. 

Fortunately, a distraction came like 
a sweet, merciful sledgehammer to 
the head. A song began to play that, 
to some, is known as “Pomp And 
Circumstance”—or the “Graduation 


CZW’s Best of the Best tournament is the perfect example of how far the promotion has 
come since its inception in 1999. The afternoon showcases something for everyone from 
the technical beauty of classic grapplers (such as Christopher Daniels, clotheslining 
Ruckus) to the brutal hardcore style that made the promotion famous. 
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March.” To wrestling fans under the 
age of 35, it's known simply as “Ma- 
cho Man’s Theme Song.” My mind 
quickly turned to wrestling; | scoured 
my memory for schedules of the vari- 
ous promotions and what | should 
keep my eye on for the next few 
weeks. Suddenly, | remembered that 
| was missing Combat Zone Wres- 
tling’s Best of the Best tournament's 
sixth installation. | caught a quick 
glimpse of the ridiculously large stack 
of graduate awards waiting to be pre- 
sented, and longed for someone to 
hit me over the head with a fluores- 
cent light tube. 

Many fans of hardcore wrestling 
lost their love of the industry the 
day ECW closed up shop “forever” 
in 2001. In their collective minds, 
there was nothing else out there 
that would ever again quench both 
their love of the sport, as well as 
insatiable bloodlust. 

Actually, the solution was sim- 
ple; for those close to the New Al- 
hambra Arena in South Philadel- 
phia (the former ECW Arena), it 
was simply a matter of staying put. 

Combat Zone Wrestling, in its cur- 
rent form, was created in 1999 by 
John Zandig and trainees Ric Blade, 
Lobo, Nick Gage, and Justice Pain 
running shows out of Sewell, New 
Jersey, prior to moving its base of 
operations to Philadelphia. Their phi- 
losophy was simple, their mission 
clear: to take “hardcore” wrestling 
and make it seem not only tame, but 
reduce it to little more than a distant 
memory. To do this, the promotion 
pioneered a type of wrestling aptly 
known as “ultraviolent.” It was not 
uncommon for fans to witness inhu- 
man beatings with a various assort- 
ment of weapons ranging from fluo- 
rescent light tubes, barbed wire, 
and—yes—a weed whacker. 

From its inception, CZW was 
widely panned by critics as simply a 
retread of ECW, hellbent on drag- 
ging professional wrestling even fur- 
ther into the gutter. Their arguments 
are understandable, as CZW openly 
pushed the industry to limits never 
before reached. The promotion 
sought to distinguish itself as not only 


the premier hardcore-style 
promotion in the business, 
but also a legitimate option 
for those wrestlers serious 
on expanding their craft. 
No one was buying it. 
For every drop toehold, 
there was a wrestler impaled 
on thumbtacks; for every 
half-crab, someone was set 
ablaze. Regardless of how 
it intended to package itself, 
CZW could not get past its 
initial reputation—not that it 
was trying very hard to do 
so. While CZW wasn’t win- 
ning much mainstream fan 
support, it was doing rela- 
tively steady business and 
building a solid following of 
devotees of its organized 
chaos. CZW was doing 
well, but it still was a far 
cry away from being con- 
sidered a legitimate option 
as a wrestling promotion. 
However, with time the promotion 
progressed and evolved—whebther it 
realized it or not—into more than just 
the unpredictable, ultraviolent side- 
show. CZW was becoming—gulp—a 
place where wrestlers of all styles 
wanted to compete. Its Best of the 
Best tournament attracted talent 
from all over the indy circuit. The pro- 
motion successfully married its ultra- 
violent philosophy with traditional 
mat wrestling, establishing credibility 
it had never before seen. Before 
long, CZW was gaining national at- 
tention for all the right reasons. 
CZW’s metamorphosis did not oc- 
cur overnight. Gradually, wrestlers 
known primarily for their wrestling 
skill rather than sanguinity, sought 
out CZW as a stable, East Coast 
promotion where they could ply their 
trade. Men such as A.J. Styles, 
Christopher Daniels, Austin Aries, 
and Mike Quackenbush are just a 
few of the noted ring technicians that 
have competed in a CZW ring. 
Current stars such as Chris Hero 
(the CZW champion as of press 
time), Ruckus, Super Dragon, and 
Kevin Steen have all taken their 
games to a new level as part of 


CZW. Plus, the promotion proudly 
has its own Necro Butcher who ... 
well ... there’s really no explaining 
who—or what—he is. You’d have to 
see him to believe it. 

Perhaps the best examples of the 
CZW’s evolution would be its vicious 
rivalry with Ring of Honor, as well as 
its aforementioned Best of the Best 
tournament. Pitting two popular pro- 
motions with drastically varying 
styles against each other, the “Philly 
Turf War” (as we here at PW/ so 
cleverly put it) clearly illustrated that 
the ultraviolent contingent could go 
toe-to-toe with the some of the best 
pure wrestling competitors in the 
industry. Each promotion was able 
to get the better of the other at differ- 
ent points in the war. The clear win- 
ner, however, was CZW, although 
its victory was more symbolic. 

Regardless of how the feud 
played out, ROH would have contin- 
ued to be considered among the top 
technical wrestling promotions in the 
country; essentially, ROH had very 
little to gain. On the other hand, 
CZW took advantage of the high- 
profile battle to show fans every- 
where that is was more than death 
matches and stunts. And while CZW 


No one can truly explain who—or what—Necro Butcher is. However, he is both reviled and beloved by 
fans of CZW as the company “pin cushion.” The Philadelphia-area promotion has traditionally taken 
more risks—both physically as well as stylistically—than any hardcore wrestling promotion. 


will never stray from its core philoso- 
phy of providing the best in ultravio- 
lent wrestling—and no one is saying 
it should—its Best of the Best tour- 
nament has become one of the most 
entertaining, well-wrestled tourna- 
ments on the indy scene. This year’s 
edition saw a late entrant, Ruckus, 
win the event as well as, shockingly, 
lose the CZW heavyweight title 
twice—once to Christopher Daniels 
in an opening-round match (which 
he later regained) and finally in a 
surprise match with Chris Hero. 

Still, the success has not gone to 
the promotion’s head. CZW still en- 
courages fans to promote its shows 
via press kits available on its Web 
site; it still caters to those in need of 
an ultraviolent fix. Yet, the promotion 
continues to move forward with all the 
ruthless brutality that made it famous 
... only now, with a healthy dose of 
wrestling thrown in for good measure. 

Questions, comments, concerns 
you'd like Frank to address? Send it 
all to pwi_ingiosi@yahoo.com. Also, 
visit www.pwi-online.com for Frank’s 
“Tuesday Morning Turn,” posted the 
morning after each Raw and “Impact 
Implications,” posted the morning 
following Impact. O 


4 SEPTEMBER/2006 a 113 


OES HAZING BELONG in pro 
wrestling? While my knee-jerk 
reaction to that question is 
“absolutely not,” | think it’s worth 


Hazing and self-policing are regular aspects of many pro- 
fessional wrestling locker rooms throughout the industry. 
Some wrestlers—such as John Bradshaw Layfield—have country. Nothing cre- 


been both praised for their leadership roles and vilified 
for their harshness. Harry Burkett feels that there is a 
place for self-policing in the industry, provided it doesn’t 


cross the line into physical abuse. 
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By Harry Burkett 


exploring why wrestlers feel the 
need to go through these initiation 
rituals, all designed to make eager 
newcomers part of the club ... or 
encourage those indi- 
viduals who aren't 
“one of the boys” to 
find work elsewhere. 

There is a growing 
list of people who have 
tried to make their living 
in WWE, in particular, 
who have spoken out 
against hazing and the 
self-policing techniques 
that wrestlers employ 
backstage. The Dicks, 
for example, are no 
longer on the Smack- 
down roster because 
they were repeated tar- 
gets of a group of 
WWE wrestlers—which 
reportedly included 
John Bradshaw Lay- 
field, The Undertaker, 
and Chris Benoit—who 
got their kicks out of 
making fun of them. 
Old-timers would sug- 
gest that these veter- 
ans were merely trying 
to test their mettle and, 
if pressed, would lay 
their lives on the line for 
them. 

That is the argu- 
ment used in the mili- 
tary and on police 
forces across the 


ates a strong bond like 
secrecy. By dealing 
with hazing tactics in a 


good-natured way and, most impor- 
tantly, not squealing to the bosses, 
new wrestlers are able to earn the 
trust of veterans, whose job is to 
toughen newcomers and—on occa- 
sion—save their butts inside the 
ring. Wrestling is a rough business, 
and it’s not a place for tattletales 
and snitches. | agree with that (with 
the understanding that illegal activity 
isn't taking place), and | appreciate 
the fact that pro wrestling is one of 
the last bastions of real manhood. 
But there are limits, however. 

Some WWE veterans would sug- 
gest that Chad Dick (Chad Toland in 
OVW) was not cut out to be a super- 
star. They believe he reacted to the 
supposedly harmless taunts and 
ridicule in a childish way. Reportedly, 
James Dick (Tank Toland in OVW) 
didn’t like Chad's reactions, either, 
and tried to talk him out of making a 
bigger fuss out of it. As a result, the 
wrestlers gained a new respect for 
Tank, who obviously didn’t believe in 
sucking the administrative higher- 
ups into personal disputes. But that 
didn’t help out macho Tank, who got 
into a fight with Chad over the issue, 
leading to both men being released 
by WWE. 

Former referee Billy Silverman 
talked about the hazing that took 
place backstage and even during 
plane trips. Silverman detailed an 
incident in which another referee— 
still employed by WWE—was 
stripped half-naked and dumped into 
a trashcan. In her $110-million law- 
suit against WWE back in 1999, 
Sable recounted other incidents in 
which she was harassed by female 
wrestlers. When many ex-wrestlers 
are through telling their stories, it 
sounds as if they served prison time 
rather than worked for a modern-day 
media empire. 

Two other WWE employees 
have quit during the past year. 
Amy Weber, who served as John 
Bradshaw Layfield’s image consul- 
tant, became so tired of wrestlers 
behaving badly during an overseas 
flight that she quit as soon as the 
plane hit the ground. Likewise, 
“network executive” Palmer Can- 


non recently quit a tour for similar 
reasons. One year ago, The Blue 
Meanie had a few insulting words 
for Layfield during a brawl between 
WWE and ECW wrestlers at One 
Night Stand. JBL responded with 
some stiff, Texas-tough, punches 
that closed Meanie’s eye—and his 
mouth—for a short while. Meanie 
claimed that Layfield had bullied 
him during his brief WWE stint— 
and revealed that side to the world 
at One Night Stand. 

Then again, there are some 
wrestlers, Divas, and employees who 
are never victims of hazing. They are 
the first to credit JBL, Undertaker, 
and others for being helpful—and 
gentlemanly—to newcomers. That 
lends credence to the argument that 
veterans target only those who seem 
uppity, the complainers, and those 
who believe they are above the 
“rasslin’ business.” 

Because he’s hooked up to an IV 
feeding him antibiotics to save his 
arm, Hardcore Holly—a veteran 
often accused of such behavior— 
was not involved in the recent inci- 
dents involving The Dicks or 
Cannon. But he'll live in infamy as 
the guy who betrayed the trust of 
Matt Cappotelli in the ring, suppos- 
edly in an effort to teach him that 
wrestlers are potential victims of a 
double-cross at anytime. That is a 
helpful lesson in pro wrestling, but 
95 percent of viewers who saw that 
one-sided assault on Tough Enough 
sympathized with Cappotelli on 
that one. 

On the other hand, not too many 
wrestlers felt sorry for Rene Dupree 
when Holly belted him with stiff shots 
during a Smackdown house show 
last year. According to some, Dupree 
had a reputation for being arrogant 
and deceitful outside the ring—and 
most were only too glad for Holly to 
give him a whooping. To his credit, 
Vince McMahon severely reprimand- 
ed Holly for his actions. 

That brings another issue to the 
fore. Where does the WWE chair- 
man stand on the issue? Surely, 
these incidents wouldn’t take place 
without the tacit approval of Vince 


McMahon. There have always 
been rumors that some veterans— 
Layfield and Ron Simmons come 
to mind—have at times been sent 
to the ring to deal with cocky new- 
comers who are getting out of line. 
The argument could be made that 
wrestling is not your ordinary busi- 
ness, and, because of its physical 
nature, it sometimes requires cor- 
poral punishment. After all, there’s 
nothing like a good butt-kicking to 
make a guy humble. Sometimes, in 
a cavalier sort of way, a stiff 
clothesline does send a message 
that certain behavior is not accept- 
able. 

Interestingly, WWE veterans have 
been known to handle issues in a 
civilized manner, often holding 
“court” backstage. They’ve been 
known to deal with everything from 
bad attitudes to, yes, wrestlers who 
mock and ridicule others. Vince 
McMahon is said to approve of this 
form of self-policing. | must say, 
though, that | keep getting this image 
of JBL wearing a black robe ... and 
that disturbs me. 

Wrestling is like the mafia. It is a 
cutthroat business and, because of 
that, respect among individuals is 
important. Harley Race recently told 
me that he came from an era when 
it was more important for a wrestler 
or promoter to walk through hell 
before going back on his word. The 
recent altercation between Batista 
and Booker T was about respect. 
Booker T said Batista didn’t have 
enough respect for the history of the 
business and took too much credit 
for WWE's current success. Batista, 
no doubt, thought Booker was full of 
hot air. 

So, where do | come down on 
the hazing issue? | condemn hazing 
tactics that cause physical harm, 
but | do believe self-policing is 
appropriate. A respected locker- 
room leader can do more to set a 
respectful tone backstage than a 
dozen corporate memos. | also 
agree that if a veteran can’t trust a 
newcomer to take a harmless joke, 
then why should he trust that guy 
with his body in the ring? 0 
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HE PROFESSIONAL wrestling 

Hall of Fame is under attack. 

Thank goodness Dr. Bob Bryla 
is there to fight the good fight and 
defend it. 

On May 20, the Amsterdam, New 
York-based Hall of Fame inducted 
its Class of 2006: Ed Don George, 
Bill Longson, Don Leo Jonathan, 


Johnny Valentine, Ray Stevens, Ric 
Flair, Rikidozan, Pat Patterson, 
Bobby Heenan, and June Byers. 
Veteran woman wrestler Ida Mae 
Martinez received the Senator Hugh 
Farley Award, which is given to a 
well-known wrestler who has made 
significant societal contributions out- 
side of the ring. 


If a certain New York politician and a certain New York newspaper columnist have their 
way, the Pro Wrestling Hall of Fame will lose its state funding and the accomplishments of 
men like Johnny Valentine will go unrecognized. 
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But in the months leading up to 
that big event, the volunteers who 
run the Hall of Fame found them- 
selves somewhat distracted from 
their preparations for the induction 
ceremony, thanks to a blindside 
attack from New York State Gov- 
ernor George Pataki. 

Most political analysts think Pataki 
is considering throwing his hat in the 
ring for the Republican nomination 
for President in 2008. As a New York 
State resident who lives outside of 
New York City—and a first-hand wit- 
ness to Pataki’s bungling economic 
policies—I think O.J. Simpson proba- 
bly has a better chance to land that 
nomination and may, in fact, be bet- 
ter qualified for the job (hey, Pataki 
never put up a 2,000-yard season), 
but that’s neither here nor there. 
Pataki, who has already announced 
he won't be seeking another term as 
governor of New York, has been 
doing something that looks suspi- 
ciously like campaigning. Last fall, in 
a crusade against pork-barrel spend- 
ing, Pataki (as quoted in The New 
York Times) took a swipe at the Hall, 
saying, “We've seen enough cheese 
museums and pro wrestling halls of 
fame to Know what our budgets 
would become [if the State Leg- 
islature were allowed to create and 
pass its own budget]: free-spending 
free-for-alls.” 

Now, | don’t want to get too politi- 
cal here. In fact, the only thing seedi- 
er and shadier than pro wrestling is 
politics, and | have no interest what- 
soever in stepping into that muck- 
filled minefield in this column. But 
Pataki’s shot at the PWHF (which, 
unlike the higher-profile WWE Hall of 
Fame and the PWl-recognized 
Wrestling Observer Hall of Fame, 
actually has a physical building where 
fans can go and visit) strikes me as 
being hypocritical to the point of 
absurdity. After all, Pataki approved 
the state budget back in 2002 when 
the PWHF held its first induction cer- 
emony. He never made a peep about 
it over the next three years. In fact, 
Pataki even took part in the “Smack- 
down Your Vote” campaign in 2002, 
standing right beside WWE wrestlers. 


While New York Governor George Pataki is pretty chummy with men like Donald Trump, he apparent- 
ly feels he is above the sport of wrestling. Dr. Bob Bryla (inset) has cleared up some facts in the 
media regarding the Hall’s financial status. 


But, now that he’s eyeballing the 
presidency, he feels compelled to 
characterize the Hall as an example 
of government spending run amuck 
and take a none-too-subtle shot at 
the lowbrow world of wrestling. 

As Pataki goes back and forth 
with the New York State Legislature 
in an attempt to trim the 2006 bud- 
get and make a good impression 
before a presidential run, the PWHF 
has become a target. Gannett col- 
umnist Yancey Roy recently said 
the hall wasn’t worthy of state aid. 

Which is where Dr. Bryla got 
involved. 

Dr. Bryla, a chiropractor from 
Utica, New York, is a past chairman 
of the PWHF selection committee. 
He’s a passionate supporter of the 
hall, and one of wrestling’s gen- 
uinely nice guys. 

Dr. Bryla responded to Roy’s 
assault with a guest column to the 
Utica Observer-Dispatch. First, he 
clarified that the PWHF only 
receives between $10,000 and 
$15,000 a year from New York 
State, a tiny percentage of a per- 


centage of the $200-million that 
goes to “member items” each year. 
He also noted that wrestling fans 
come from throughout the U.S. to 
attend PWHF events, which gener- 
ates a “significant amount of rev- 
enue in New York State,” which is a 
primary goal of state aid. 

Finally, Dr. Bryla said that all 
celebrity guests—including mem- 
bers of the board of directors— 
appear gratis, as the PWHF does 
not pay appearance fees. 

“Would Roy object to a small 
state grant to a Ballet Hall of Fame 
or a Journalists Hall of Fame?” Dr. 
Bryla wrote. “My guess is that he 
would not, as his column seems to 
indicate some elitism regarding pro- 
fessional wrestling.” 

He closed by inviting Roy to be his 
personal guest at the induction cere- 
mony and got in a nice parting shot. 

“Essentially, | agreed with his 
column regarding the lack of 
accountability in government 
spending,” Dr. Bryla wrote. “I only 
wish that he had done a little more 
research on the PWHF.” 


Slap! 

Believe me, the best way to insult 
a columnist is to say he hasn’t done 
his homework. And, all too frequently 
in instances where the mainstream 
media deems it necessary to write 
something about pro wrestling, that 
lack of research is commonplace. 

Not only is the Professional 
Wrestling Hall of Fame fortunate to 
have Dr. Bryla as a respectable and 
articulate ambassador, but so is the 
sport of pro wrestling as a whole. 

Wrestling, and projects like the 
PWHF, are always going to have 
their detractors like Roy and—de- 
pending on which way the political 
wind is blowing—Pataki. But it’s great 
to see the Dr. Brylas of this world 
stand up and represent wrestling with 
class, dignity, and eloquence. 

So, let's forget about the fund- 
ing debate and skip right to the 
more important stuff: remembering 
the “Nature Boys,” “Cripplers,” 
“Brains,” and all the other Hall of 
Famers as they take their rightful 
place in the pantheon of pro wres- 
tling legends. C) 
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May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who Is 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Mulligan, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera, 

Sept. 1980: Why Ernie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Being Your King.” Also: Rick Steamboat, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny 
Fernandez, Bob Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 
Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko's Claim: “Tony Garea 
Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, 
Race-Patera, Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, 
Gilberts, Mr. Wrestling tI, Bravo-Bockwinkel. 

dune 1981: Bruno Sammartino; “! Want To Break Stan 
Hansen's Neck!” Also: Ted DiBiase, Garea & Martel, 
Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper-Superstar, 
Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich. 

Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family At War? Why Terry Funk 
And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To Wrestle. Also: 
Backlund-Patterson-Mosca, Harley Race, Rhodes-Khan, 
Kevin Sullivan, Flair-Patera, Verne Gagne. 

Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!” Also; Putski-Adonis, 
Blackjack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, 
Lawler-Kaufman, Mike Graham. 

April 1982; How Jack Brisco Controls Ric Flair's 
Championship Destiny. Also: Tito Santana, Valentine- 
Atlas, Bob Roop, Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 
May 1982: Bob Backlund’s Fourth Anniversary As 
WWF Champion: The All-American Boy Grows Up. 
Also: Koloff-Rich, Superstar Graham, David Von Erich, 
Putski-Morales, Dusty Rhodes. 

June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The 
NWA Belt Strangled Wrestling's Greatest Friendship. 
Also: Piper-Armstrong, Hussein Arab, Bruno 
Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed. 

July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In The Hands 
Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric air, Roddy Piper. 

Sept. 1982; Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: The 
Tragle Comeback That Should Not Have Happened. 
Also; Manny Fernandez, Armstrong-Piper, Blassie- 
Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Nov, 1982: Clash Of The Titans—Backlund vs. Flair: 
Who's Better? Also: Roddy Piper, Gagne & Brunzell, 
Putski & Snuka, Brian Blair. 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro Deserve To 
Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bob Orton Jr., 
Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, 
JYD-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink. 

Jan. 1983: Ivan Pulski Humiliates Cowboy Bob Orton; 
Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The Pieces? Also: Barry 
Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Rich, Nick Bockwinkel, Flair- 
Youngblood-Steamboat, Fabulous Kangaroos. 

Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regains The AWA Title From Otto Wanz. Also: 
Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, Martel 
& Garea, McDaniel & Piper, Kamala 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou Albano? Also: 
Tommy Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, 
Ladd & Rhodes, Flair-Omdortt, 

dune 1983; Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champion Be Allowed To Choose 
His Challengers? Also: ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, 
Kerry Von Erich, Andre-Kamala, Brazil-Valentine, 
Gagnes-Martel. 

duly 1983: Ric Flair: “| Wrestle The Men Backlund Is 
Afraid Of.” Also: Putski-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel-Heenan. 

Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. Also: 
Briscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Ellering, Mulligan & 
Windham. 

Nov. 1983: Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty Rhodes 
Fulfill His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 
Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito Santana, 
Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983; The Night The AWA World Title Was Stolen 
From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry Zbyszko, 
Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & Sunshine. 

March 1984; Is Tilo Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, David Von 
Erich, Jesse Ventura. 

July 1984: Tommy Rich Is Back! And He Owes It All To 
The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric Flair, Mike Von 
Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 


Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation Inc., 
Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & Dillon, McDaniel-Race. 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson Challenge Match: 
Billy Jack Gels Bloody Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also; Roddy Piper, Heenan & Saito, Brody & 
Hansen, Kerry Von Erich. 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Will Dusty Rhodes End ft ... Or Make It Worse? Also: 
Tito Santana, Martel-Atlas, 0. Funk, Mike Von Erich, 
Williams-Taylor. 

Jan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Flair's NWA 
Title Within My Grasp." Also: Albano & Lauper, 
Koloffs & Kernodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, 
Scott McGhee. 

Feb. 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tito Santana's 
Intercontinental Title ... But Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Warriors- 
Sheepherders, Flair-Billy Jack, Nikita Koloft. 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Ellering vs. 
Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid, tomor- 
fow's stars, Adams-Kevin, Flair-Jack, Terminators. 

May 1985; The Road Warriors vs. Dusty Rhodes & 
Manny Fernandez: Exclusive Coverage Of The Historic 
Tag Team Superbowl! Also: Al-Kaissie-Gagne, 
Backlund-Race, Haynes-Kamala, Tito Santana. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singling 
Out Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: 
Zbyszko-Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tommy 
Rich, Oliver-Haynes. 

July 1985: It's A Dog’s Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also: Backlund-Martel, 
Kernodle-Koloff, Butch Reed, Hernandez & Sunshine, 
Mike Graham 

Aug. 1985; Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum 
TA., Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & Volkoff-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title Shot: Ric 
Flair—"! Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan Is Afraid Of!" 
Also: Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, George 
Steele, Killer Brooks, all-time top 10. 

May 1986; Von Erich Family Feud: Is Lance Coming 
Between Kevin And Kerry? Also: Hansen-Hall, Hiltbillies- 
Beefcake & Valentin, Butch Reed, Santana-Ventura, 
June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told 
Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!” Also: Steve 
Willams, Hogan-Orton, Flair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 
Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To Badstreet 
U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. The Freebirds. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Orndorff, Mike Von Erich, 
Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986; Ric Flair's NWA Title Reign: Last Chance 
To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Kolotf, Gilbert & 
Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah-Adams, Nick Bockwinkel. 
dan, 1987; Bobby Heenan’s Bitler Crusade To Destroy 
Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins, Ted 
DiBiase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. Also: 
Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkof, Terry Gordy, 
Wendel! Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Koloff's Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage- 
Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka. 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Superteud! Also: 
Nick Bockwinkel, Paul Orndorff, Rhodes & Murdoch, 
Steve Williams. 

duly 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell In The 
WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsemen, Nikita-Cormette, Stan Hansen, 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Koloffs, Bubba Rogers, 
Missy Hyatt. 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Title: Is Randy Savage The Fans’ Last 
Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting-Gilbert, 
Horsemen-Freebirds, Zbyszko-Gagne. 

Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawler 
Windham-Steiner, Flair-Williams, Brutus Beefcake 
Ronnie Garvin, 

Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors Will 
Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff-Taylor, Curt Hennig, 
Ouggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Without The 


NWA Bell!” Also: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, Hogan- 
Andre, Hennig-Lawler, Terry Taylor. 

March 1968: After Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Warriors- 
Demolition, Steve Williams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, 
Terry Gordy. 

May 1988: Belt Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is Still The 
People’s Champion! Also: Owen Hart, Tatum & Victory, 
Scott Hall, Madusa Miceli, Luger-Am. 

June 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair Could 
Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel- 
Zenk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase, Nikita Koloff 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul 
Ellering, Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will Not 
Share Our Fans With The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express!" Also: 
Rhades-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 

dan, 1989; The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Title 
Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still Prove 
Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, Andre- 
Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don't Say Snake!" Also: 
Jeff Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Hercules, Iron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: British Bulldogs, 
Road Wartiors-Sting & Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andre, 
Mike Rotundo, 

dune 1989; Ultimate Warrior's Mission Impossible: 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Rick Martel, Larry Zbyszko, Luger-Windham 
by Sting, Ric Flair. 

July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Ellering, Michael Hayes. 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! 
Exclusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash Of 
Champions VI. Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage, Great 
Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long. 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: Don't 
Wrestle Terry Funk. Also: Demolition, Roddy Piper, 
Hogan-Zeus, Larry Zbyszko, Jerry Lawler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beelcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis. 
Also; Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes- 
Luger, Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan ts Scared Stitt! Also: Mr. T & Von Erichs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, Dustin-Steel Man, Sgt. 
Slaughter, 

Jan, 1990; The Hulk Hogan Book Ot Lists. Also: Brian 
Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, P.Y. Chu-Hi, Greg 
Gagne. é 

March 1990; Funk-Flair: “1 Quitt—One War Ends, Two 
More Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, Survivor Series, 
Steiners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Comette. 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness, Also: 
Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper-Heanan, Billy Travis, Badd 
Company, 

duly 1990: My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By Lex 
Luger, Also; Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Flair, 
Doom, Tully Blanchard, 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior II; You Can Make It 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry 
Zbyszko, 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why He 
Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy Jack Haynes, Lex 
Luger, Doom-Steiners, Tugboat, Kerry-Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Ultimate 
Warrior, Ric Flair, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Dewi, Chris 
Von Erich 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc Hoax"! 
Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: Muta-Steamboat, 
Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Cornette & Express, 
Norman. 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: Roddy 
Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette & 
Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton. 
April 1991; Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That Remain. 
Also; Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, Tom Zenk, 
Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF Of The 
Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter, Also: Ric Alair, Bobby Eaton. 
Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 
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dune 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend On 
Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flair-Gigante, 
Cactus Jack, Kevin Von Erich 

July 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” OF 
Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991; If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry" ... 
Would Hulk And The World Forgive Him? Also: Luger- 
Nikita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Bam Bam 
Bigelow 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—Bul Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 

Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Flair vs. 
Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The Century? 
Also; Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverly, Cactus Jack. 
dan. 1992: The LOD's Championship Catastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Johnny 
6. Badd, Mr. Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 
Feb. 1992; Shocking WWF Report: McMahon Offers 
Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? Also: Ron 
Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R. Steiner- 
Abdullah. 

March 1992: After Survivor Series & Tuesday tn Texas: 
Has The WWF Title Suffered irreparable Damage? 
Also: Brian Pillman, Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, 
Mountie-Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 

April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 
Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Omdortf, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels 
& Jannetty. 

Dac. 1992: He's Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts Slithers Into 
WCW. Also: Paul E Dangerously, Ron Simmons, Hulk 
Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Gilberts-Rock 'n' Rolls. 

June 1992: In Ric Flair's High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, 
WCW titles. Koko B, Ware. 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do”: For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Failure. Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg 
Valentine, Sabu 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: WrestleMania's 
Accidental Hero. Also. Bunkhouse matches, 
Undertaker-Roberts, Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Title 
Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kleen, 
Freebirds-Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, 
Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior; Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. Also; Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 
Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perlect Time For A 
Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, Sting, 
Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey. 

dan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting Jake 
Makes Me Happy!" Also: Anderson & Eaton, 
Bushwhackers-Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural 
Disasters, Masa Chono. 

Feb, 1993; WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob Backlund, Terry Taylor, 

March 1993 (Special Edition): 1992—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Madusa-Paul E., Curt Hennig, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jesse Ventura, Predictions For ‘93. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: Razor Ramon, 
Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian Christopher. 
May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? Also; Jim Cornette, 
Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scorpio, Windham & 
Rhodes, Hennig-Luger. 

Nov. 1993: Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not Over Yet! 
Also; Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marty Jannetty, 
Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri Martel. 

Jan. 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any Way 
You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! Also: Rude-Flair, 
Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim Cornette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen 
& T. Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan. 

May 1994; Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble Shook 
Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, Douglas- 
Sherri, Patriot, improve WCW, 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett's 
WWN, Ted DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 

Aug. 1994: Bret’s Nightmare Team Becomes A 
Reality: Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon, 
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Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, Sting- 
Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kharis, Bunkhouse- 
Rhodes, Public Enemy. 

dan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. Also: 
Johnny B. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG- 
13, Hacksaw Duggan. 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year In 
Pictures. Also; Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF "95- 
WWF '85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today If ... Also: Gunn 
& Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money Inc., Lawler-Comette. 
May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Big Bossman, Sherri- 
Douglas, Hulk Hogan, The Patriot. 

July 1995; Hulk Hogan's Contract With America. Also: 
Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundee. 

Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Steiners, Austin 
& Pillman, Miss Texas, Gordon Solie. 

Nov. 1995: If Savage Can't Silence Flair, He's 
Through! Also: Jarrett-Ramon, Mabel, Hogan & 
Renegade, WWF legends roundtable. 

Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: 
This Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem- 
Undertaker, Bodies-Comette, Am Anderson. 

May 1996; WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve 
Austin, wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair 
June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock 'n’ 
Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian Pillman, Konnan 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant, 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior Is 
Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors & Sasaki-Steiners 
& Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue Meanie. 
Nov. 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoll! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & Sable, 
Goldust, Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker Randy Savage Is Set To 
Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, Michaels- 
Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 
dan. 1997; It Could Happen! Hogan's Next Move ... 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Owen-Bulldog, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull t, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Kevin) Nash. 

July 1997; Infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Nov. 1997; 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jeff Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceotf! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then ‘Taker ... Then Hogan: 


Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, Bret Hart, 
Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean Malenko. 

April 1998: “We've Won!" Maybe ... Bul Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock, 
Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia. 
May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into Wrestling Hell! 
Also; Bischoff-Bret-Zbyszko, Meng & Barbarian, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, ECWA ladder match. 

June 1998: Hollywood Hogan; 10 More Dirty Deeds 
.++ And Then He's Outta Here! Also; DeGeneration x, 
dim Cornette, Randy Savage, yesterday and today. 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Title 
Isn't Enough For The Macho Man: What's Next? 
Also: Ric Flair, Headbangers-Rock 'n' Rolls, Chris 
Chetti, Mero & Sable. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's Time To 
Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg, 
Antonio Inoki. 

Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A WWF- 
WCW Supercard Is No Longer Just Talk! Also: Sable, 
Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 

Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett- 
Blackman, Melanie Pillman, Rey Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs, WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane, 

Hol. 1998: “Quit, Mick!" A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wife. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs, celebrities, hardcore war. 

Jan. 1999: Stone-Cold’s Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, three- 
way title matches, 

Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives 
Shamrock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, Spike 
Dudley, Eric Bischoff, Perry Saturn. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, 
The Undertaker. 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: White House Or 
White Lie? Also: DDP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve 
Austin, Mankind. 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 
sideshow. 

June 1999 (Special Issue): Ric Flair: The 10 Feats 
He Must Accomplish Before He's Through. Also: 
Rocky Maivia, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body 
parts quiz section. 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... It's High Time Austin 
Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP-Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man Is Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Plus: Owen Hart, Vader, Sable. 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DDP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show- 
MecMahons, Disco Inferno, Keir & Lane 

Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels' Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: Steiners, 
Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 

Nov. 1999: Austin’s New Powers: Shag Vince? 
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Yeah, Baby! Also: Arn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miller, 
Naoya Ogawa. 

Dec. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Flair, 
Test & Stephanie. 

Hol. 1999: Before The WWF Can Sell ... Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Ax! & New Jack, Kevin Nash. 

Jan. 2000: An Insider's Analysis: Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna. Also; Revolution, ECW expansion, 
Guerrero & Misterio, WWFAWCW/ECW women. 

Feb. 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tell The Rock 
«+» “Put A Sock In It"? Also: Goldberg, Chris Jericho, 
Sabu, Harlem Heat. 

Apr. 2000; Can The WWF Survive Without Steve 
Austin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big Show, 
Madusa. 

May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistrusted McMahon 
Of All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, David & Ric Fair, 
Kurt Angie, Rhino. 

June 2000 (Special Issue): The Rock: No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angle, 
Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 

July 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Story? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jeff Jarrett. 

Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved 
The WWF! Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & 
Rhino, Cyrus. 

Sept. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Paul Wight, 
Chyna, Dr. Sam Sheppard. 

Oct. 2000: Is Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino 
Heat? Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob Van 
Dam, David Flair. 

Nov. 2000: Special Fear Issue—Rock-Benoit, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Also: ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg. 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Goldberg-Triple-H, Oaffney, Christian & 


Edge, Jeff Peterson. 
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Jan. 2001: WWF Brat-titude! Does Steph Always Get 
Her Way? Nol On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Foley, Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blackman, Torrie 
Wilson. 
March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They Should 
Not! Also: Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob Van Dam, 
MeMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW factions. 
May 2001: Do Anything You Want, Stone-Cold: We 
Can't Hate You. Also: Kronic, Rikishi, Steve Corino, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christian, Kane. 
duly 2001: Jerichoholics Beware! Serious Withdrawal 
Symptoms Are In Store! Also: Tajiri, Steph-Test, 
Undertaker, Mike Awesome, WCW Elite, Albert. 
Sept. 2001: The Rock's Choice: Honor Over Glory! 
Also: WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-H, 
Shane-WCW, TCL II, Scott Hall, Vince McMahon, Chris 
Jericho. 
Nov. 2001: Goldberg! Oa Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also: Dudteys, Steve Corino, Chris 
Benoit, Dusty Rhodes, Lita, WWF top tier. 
Jan. 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unrelenting 
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Pressure Of Fame? Also: RVD, Paul Heyman, Terry 
Gordy, Flash-Jericho, Tajiri-Tazz, WWF-Alliance 

March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Hall & Nash Take 
Aim At The WWF Also: Ivory, Austin-Angle, Christian- 
Edge, what's ahead in ‘02. 

May 2002: Ric Flair; 10 Reasons He Terrifies Vince 
McMahon. Also: Undertaker, Jeff Hardy, Survivor 
Series, S.A.T., report cards, 

July 2002; Hail The NWO ... But Don't Forget The N- 
W-Woes! Also: Edge, Billy & Chuck, Leviathon, Jericho- 
Flair, Goldust. 

Sept. 2002: What's Left? Hulk Hogan's Five 
Remaining Tasks. Also: Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Jeff Peterson, WWF draft. 

Nov. 2002: Who's Next? The Stars That Could 
Replace Stone-Cold. Also: Torrie Wilson, Davey Boy 
Smith, Ken Shamrock, Funk-Abdullah-Rhodes-Sullivan, 
WWE shockers, indy roulette. 

Jan. 2003; War Games! WWE Is Out Of Control ... 
And Vinnie Mac Loves It! Also: Rey Misterio Jr, Au. 
Styles, Rikishi-Gangrel, The Rock, Christian. 

March 2003: The WrestleMania XIX We Want To See! 
Also; Terry Funk, Rey Misterio Jr., Nidia, NWA-TNA, 
what's ahead in ‘03. 

May 2003: A Permanent Replacement For The Rock? 
Book It! Also: Smackdown, Joanie & Syxx-Pac, Raw 
report cards, Shawn Michaels, Victoria. 

July 2003: In Tune With Steve Austin—A 
Comprehensive Guide To Stone-Cold’s Red-Hot 
Comeback. Also: Kurt Angle, Amazing Red, The Sheik, 
Bill DeMott, Al Snow, Ric Flair. 

Sept. 2003: Goldberg's Golden Road To WWE. Also: 
Hardys, Chance Beckett, Kevin Nash, WrestleMania “B” 
card, Playboy WWE. 

Nov. 2003: The Women Of Wrestling—Do We 
Expect Too Much From Their Bodies? Also: A.J. 
Styles, Freddie Blassie, Goldberg, Stacy Keibler, evolu- 
tion of wrestling. 

Jan. 2004; No Fear! Ask Angle ... He's Never Been 
Hurt A Day In His Lite! Also: Punk-Raven, Orton- 
Guerrero-Rock, TNA vs. WWE, Mankind, Hall of Fame. 
March 2004: McMahon vs. McWoman: How Vince 
vs. Stephanie Nearly Ruined WWE! Also: Flair & 
Dusty, Eric Angle, Jeff Jarrett, Shannon Moore, what's 
ahead in 04. 

May 2004; Who's Got The Edge? The Inside Story Of 
The Raw-Smackdown Bidding War! Also: Bret Hart, 
Sumie Sakai, Steiner-Stacy, Smackdown report cards, 
July 2004; Stop Right There! RVD Won't Let The 
Young Studs Pass Him By! Also: Jonny Fairplay, 
Walters-Xavier, HHH-HBK. 

Oct. 2004: Austin, Lesnar, Goldberg: We Know Who'll 
Be Back First. Also: AJ. Styles, Eugene, Rene Dupree, 
mid-year report. 

dan. 2005: Evolving Beyond Evolution: It’s Time For 
Randy Orion To Be A Man! Also: Rey Misterio Jr., 
Kane-Lita, Ron Killings, La Resistance, Eugene- 
Helmsley, Trish-Victoria, Kurt Angle, WWE mid-carders. 
April 2005: PPV Revolution: How Taboo Tuesday & 
Victory Road Changed Wrestling Forever. Also: 
Eddie Guerrero, Jushin Liger, Edge-Benoit, Kane- 
Snitsky, TNA vs. ROH, Heyman & Heidenreich, Charlie 
Haas, WWE pink slips. 
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You're at the airport. You see your favorite wrestler relaxing in one of the 
terminals. You rush up to him or her as questions fill your excited mind. 
There are certain things you just Have to know about this person. 


Well, these are the 12 questions you'd never think of asking 


| NAITTHE NEIDHART 


Does your father still laugh maniacally and stroke his 
goatee at family parties? 

Yes, at each and every event he does that. Even 
when he gets out of the shower in the morning. 


What is your personal favorite WrestleMania moment? 

I'd probably have to say WrestleMania X, when my 
uncle Owen and my uncle Bret had their match togeth- 
er. Just the whole angle leading up to it and then hav- 
ing them in the ring together. It was a nice blend of two 
different styles and two wrestlers who were very com- 
mitted to what they do in the ring. 


What was the last good non-wrestling book you read? 
The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho. 


lf the Nattie Neidhart story were made into a movie, 
whom would you cast to play yourself? 

| don’t know. | get a lot of people saying | look like Le- 
ann Rimes, but she’s pretty small. Who would be aggres- 
sive enough to play me? | guess I'll have to go with 
Leann Rimes, but she's going to have to hit the weights. 


You wore a pretty revealing dress to the WWE Halil of 
Fame induction ceremony. Weren’t you worried 
about having a wardrobe malfunction? 

Not at all. That was actually a spur of the moment 
dress. | was going to wear something else, but we were 
shopping, and | thought it looked really cute. There’s a 
time and a place for a low-cut outfit, and it’s not like low- 
cut things are out of place in WWE. 


In this day and age, is it still proper for a man to hold 
the door open for a lady? 

Of course it is. No matter how much the times are 
evolving, some things should never change. | think all 
women like to be taken care of and be made to feel 
like they are special. | am sure that 100 years from 
now, guys are still going to love getting together with 
their buddies and watching football. Like | said, some 
things will never change! 
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If you were to take a tag team part- 
ner and form a female version of 
The Hart Foundation, who would 
you choose and why? 

Well, | guess I'd definitely be the 
Jim Neidhart of the group. I'd proba- 
bly choose Belle Lovitz. I’ve had a 
long history with her, like my dad had 
with Bret. We have complementary 
styles. She’s smaller than | am and 
better on the microphone, and she's 
always got my back in the ring. 


lf The Hart Foundation in their 
prime were to face The Stampede 
Bulldogs (Harry Smith and T.J. Wilson)—with Dan- 
ny Davis as the special guest referee—what do 
you think would happen? 

| think it would be a beautiful blend of old school 
vs. new school. The Stampede Bulldogs are a mod- 
ern reincarnation of The British Bulldogs. We all know 
what kind of chemistry the British Bulldogs and The 
Hart Foundation had in their heyday. | can guarantee 
that not only would you see a wrestling style from Stu 
Hart's dungeon, but it would be equally complement- 
ed with a Japanese edge from the skilled training of 
Tokyo Joe. As far as Danny Davis goes, | am sure he 
and my dad would be scheming up a plan to cheat or 
tamper with the match. 


What was the first wrestling hold your father ever 
taught you? 

Probably how to take a headlock properly. My dad is 
very old school when it comes to wrestling. He was 
taught by my grandfather [Stu Hart]. It was either the 
headlock or the elbowsmash. 


You've made a few tours of Japan. What kind of reac- 
tion did you get from the Japanese fans? 

The expectations were very high because my family is 
so well known in Japan. The fans are very quiet and 
respectful. They are very knowledgeable. If you can per- 
form and deliver in the ring, they'll love you and give you 
little pictures and gifts and presents. But if you screw up, 
they'll let you know about it. If you blow a move, you just 
hear laughter, like synchronized laughter. 


Can you sum up Teddy Hart in 10 words or less? 

Passionate. Fearless. Wears his heart on his sleeve. 
Doesn't hide who he is. He marches to the beat of his 
own drum. So, no | can't. 


You've got a hammer, a midget, and a roulette wheel. 
What are your plans for the evening? 

It sounds like an Abdullah the Butcher match. Just 
substitute the hammer for the fork. Now that’s hardcore. 


HEN PRO WRESTLING 


made its way to television 
in the 1950s, Gordon Solie 
was there to give it a voice. 

The man who has been called 
“The Dean Of Wrestling Journalism” 
and “The Walter Cronkite Of Wres- 
tling” called the matches with preci- 
sion and dignity, and he always em- 


The Wrestling Observer 


In each issue, P/! will honor one member of the Wrestling Observer 


Hail of Fame, which we recognize as the sport's official Hall of Fame 


phasized the athletic and competi- 
tive nature of the matches over the 
flashy, entertainment aspects. 

Solie (whose real name was 
Francis Jonard Labiak) got his start 
in broadcasting as a radio sports 
announcer in Florida after leaving 
the Air Force following World War 
Il. He carved out a niche calling 
sports such as stock car racing, 
boxing, and wrestling. 

To learn more about wrestling, 
he asked some of the wrestlers to 
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apply their holds on him and apply 
pressure, so he could accurately 
describe the painful effects. 
Impressed by his knowledge of 
wrestling and workman like ap- 
proach to calling the action, pro- 
moter Cowboy Luttrell hired Solie 
as his ring announcer, paying him 
$5 per night. In addition to his 
commentary skills, Solie also 
shined as an interviewer and 
began helping with the publicity 
and marketing of the territory. 
Solie hosted Champi- 
onship Wrestling From 
Florida—an affiliate of the 
NWA—from 1960 to 1987. 
His work in Florida got him 
noticed by Jim Crockett 
Promotions, and, in 1974, 
Solie was brought in to 
host Georgia Champion- 
s ship Wrestling, then the 
highest-profile wrestling 
| program in the country. 
Each week, Solie would 
travel from his home in 
Florida to Atlanta, inter- 
viewing some of the blos- 
soming stars of the territo- 
ry era, including Ric Flair, 
Roddy Piper, The Free- 
birds, and many others. 
He also briefly worked as 
an announcer for Continent- 
al Championship Wres- 


Gordon Solie truly became the “voice of professional wrestling” during his days in Georgia 
Championship Wrestling. His interview skills were unsurpassed. Here he actually brings seri- 
ousness to a situation involving Bobby Heenan, Blackjack Lanza, Masked Superstar, and Killer 
Kox with a kitchen sink. 
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tling in Alabama. 

When the NWA held its 
first Starrcade in 1983, 
Solie was the man who 


. Deleon nebinieated 
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Although he would never put himself directly in a storyline, Solie was willing to play 

along with a promotion’s talent (here, with Hector Guerrero) in order to progress their 

character or angle. Solie was willing to do whatever necessary—even donning a huge 


sombrero—for the good of the segment. 


called the action, including the 
main event that saw Flair defeat 
Harley Race for the World title. 

Unlike some announcers in oth- 
er territories, Solie made every ef- 
fort to offer intelligent insight to the 
matches. He was an expert at ex- 
plaining storylines and underlining 
the athleticism of the matches, im- 
parting a sort of legitimacy to the 
matches and—by extension—io 
pro wrestling as a whole. He rarely 
became a part of the storylines, but 
always made sure to keep the view- 
ers’ attention squarely on the wres- 
tlers themselves and the matches 
they were having. 

In 1989, Solie joined World 
Championship Wrestling, which had 
been bought by TBS mogul Ted 
Turner. Solie’s unique style, even 
delivery, and objective analysis of 
the action in the ring was introduced 
to a new generation of fans on a 
national level as Solie frequently 
called matches for WCW Saturday 
Night, WCW Power Hour, and the 
Clash Of The Champions specials, 
as well as pay-per-views. 

Solie retired from wrestling in 
1995 after he was honored by 
WCW and inducted into that com- 
pany’s Hall of Fame at Slamboree 
1995. He continued calling matches 
on-and-off on the independent level! 
until he was forced to step away 
from the ring due to failing health. 

Over the course of his four dec- 
ades calling matches, Solie earned 
a reputation as wrestling’s most 
credible and respected announcer. 


Current WWE play-by-play an- 
nouncer Jim Ross, who worked 
side-by-side with Solie in WCW in 
the late-1980s and early-1990s, 
cited Solie as a major influence on 
his style and approach, as have sev- 
eral. other prominent announcers 
and. interviewers, from Tony Schia- 
‘vone to Lee Marshall. Solie was 
known as the “Voice Of Wrestling,” 
just.as recognizable within his sport 
‘as Harry Caray was in baseball and 
‘Howard Cosell was in boxing. 

i Solie had his voice box re- 
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moved in 1999 after being diag- 
nosed with throat cancer. He died 
the following year at the age of 71. 

Ross recounted one of his last 
meetings with Solie at a Cauli- 
flower Alley banquet in a 2002 
edition of “The Ross Report.” 

“After the event concluded, | 
went to say my good-byes and 
had my last beverage with ‘The 
Dean.’ We left the bar and ran 
into Lou [Thesz] in the hotel lob- 
by. Lou provided us with his im- 
pression of today’s product, which 
was not a surprise—but what he 
said next certainly was. He told 
Gordon and me that if he were 
able to come back like he was in 
his prime and wrestle again, he 
would want Gordon Solie and 
yours truly to call the match. | was 
overwhelmed and did not feel 
worthy to be considered for such 
an honor. ‘The Dean’ could cer- 
tainly handle this one solo.” 

In 2005, Solie’s family pub- 
lished his memoirs in a book enti- 
tled Something Left Behind. He is 
a charter member of The Wres- 
tling Observer Hall of Fame. 


In 1995, WCW inducted Solie into the promotion’s Hall of Fame, one of many “The 
Dean” would become part of during his career. Health issues forced Solie to exit 
the business sooner than expected. He passed away at the age of 71 in 2000 from 
complications relating to throat cancer. 
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One select “Press Conference” since 1979, 
PWI's first year. Scott Hall, Bruno Sam- 
martino, Dallas Page, Kevin Von Erich, Ric 
Flair, and more! 32 color pinups! 


Relive a generation of wrestling through the 
eyes of London Publishing's highly respected 
Columists, our second edition in the series. 


Go back through the years with wrestling’s most 
respected columnists, including Dan Shocket, 
Eddie Eliner, and Stu Saks. 


One “Press Conference” for each year since 
1980, including Hogan, Andre, Cactus, Austin, 
Sting, and more! 32 color pinups! 
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Titles, holds and maneuvers, raperchi tag 
teams, hall of famers, the state of the game. 
You want our opinion? Buy the magazine! 


One * “Press “Conference” for each year ‘since 
1981, including Flair, Austin & Pillman, J.R., 
Scott Steiner, and Bret Hart. 32 color pinups! 


One “res Conference" “or Sah year sive 1980, 
including Michaels, Sting, Flair, Ventura, Kim- 
berly, Blassie, Luger, and more! 32 color pinups! 


The seventh annual dion updates ow histor: 
cal records and takes a look back at the year 
2001. 
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A review of the biggest stories of 2004, More than 122 pro wrestling federations pro- 1 
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T'S HARD TO tell which was a stranger sight: two 

junior heavyweights risking life and limb in a match 

involving two cages, a scaffold, four rope swings, and 
two trampolines, or the sight of 
stepping into the ring in the former ECW Arena. 

Pro Wrestling Unplugged made history for a variety of 
reasons on May 20 with its big Crazy 8 event. The main 
event bout—the Crazy 8 cage match—pitted PWU junior 
heavyweight champion against ,a 
man who had sneak-attacked Moore several times in the 
weeks leading up to the event. In a wild match, filled with 
death-defying high spots, Moore put it all on the line 
when he grabbed on to a rope swing hanging from the 
ceiling and crashed, Tarzan-style, into Detox, sending 
him plummeting almost 20 feet from the scaffold and 
through a table. 

“lve seen a lot through the years, but that match was 
one of the most insane matches I’ve ever seen,” said for- 


After nearly 2% years as ECWA tag team champions, The Valedictorians have perfected their craft as a team, 
resulting in masterfully choreographed moves such as this double superkick. Unfortunately, their experience 
was not enough for them to keep their title from Aden Chambers and Andrew Ryker. 
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mer ECW Commissioner , who was on 
hand for the event. 

As incredible as the Crazy 8 match was, it wasn’t the 
only thing that had the fans buzzing. PWU heavyweight 
champion defended his title against 

, who was making a rare U.S. independent ap- 
pearance. Acid retained the title when he got himself in- 
tentionally disqualified by blasting referee 

in the face with the title belt. Then Acid, 
: 5 , and 
Gordon all attacked Dragon. Suddenly, DDP hit the ring 
and made the save, nailing Acid with a “Diamond Cutter” 
for good measure. It was Page’s first visit to the New 
Alhambra Hall (better know as the ECW Arena). 
“The atmosphere in this place is electric. It's an honor 
to be able to do what | do best in front of these rabid 
Philly fanatics,” Page said. 
In other bouts, defeated and 
(with 
and 
) defeat- 
ed 
(with 

), 
pinned 
, Kash- 

mere beat 
(with 
yn 
“Singapore Cane 
On A Pole” match, 
Wolfe and Pete 

Hunter beat 

and 
, and 

beat 


Over in the East 
Coast Wrestling 
Association, the 
two-year-plus title 
reign of 

( 


and 
) finally came 


to an end on May 13, when and 
upset the team. Following their loss to the 
unheralded team (Chambers usually teams with 
as The O.C. Boyz), Bax and Eckos immediately 
signed as their new man- 
ager. Pairing the man with a degree in rhetoric with the 
dimwitted academic duo looks to be an uncharacteristi- 
cally smart move for all involved. 

Deep South Wrestling—WWE’s Atlanta-based 
developmental territory—finally crowned tag champions 
on May 18. The team of : 
and , won the eight-team tournament by 
beating and ; 

and ), and : 
Santorelli and Taylor have proven to be extremely popu- 
lar with the Deep South fans, but may have a hard time 
holding on to the belts for long, simply because there are 
several very good tag teams currently competing in 
Deep South. And all of them are hoping to win the title 
and impress the WWE talent scouts who are keeping a 
watchful eye on the promotion. 
Recent title changes: 
Independent Wrestling Federation, West Pat- 
erson, NJ, April 22: beat 
to win the heavyweight title ... Professional Wres- 
tling Athletes, Fairview Heights, IL, April 30: 
won the NWA-MO TV title when he and 
defeated and 
; beat in the finals of a 
tournament to crown the first-ever PWA champion ... 
Maryland Championship Wrestling, MD, May 6: 
defeated to win the 
cruiserweight title ... Central Wrestling Federation, 


Lafayette, IN, May 7: and 
defeated and 
to win the tag team title; defeated 


to win the heavyweight title ... Underground 
Wrestling Society, Eaton, OH, May 11: 
beat and in a three-way 
match to win the heavyweight title ... Professional 
Championship Wrestling, Arlington, TX, May 12: 
and defeated ‘ 
, , and 
in a triple-threat tag team match to win the title ... 
Powerhouse Wresiling, Worcester, MA, May 13: 
defeated to win the heavy- 
weight title in a boot camp match ... World Wres- 
tling Council, Greenville, SC, May 13: 
and 
defeated and 
to win the tag team title ... NWA-Virginia, 
Martinsville, VA, May 13: defeated 
? , and in a fatal four- 
way to win the junior heavyweight title ... NWA- 
Universal, Tulsa, OK, May 13: beat 
for the X division title ... AIWF, Wentworth, 
NC, May 13: defeated and 


Chris Sabin may be riding the hottest streak of any wrestler in 
the industry right now. The TNA X division superstar led Team 
USA to a World X Cup victory, but not before bringing home 
the Maryland Championship Wrestling cruiserweight title with 
a win over Derek Frazier. 


to win the tag belts; beat 
to win the U.S. title; defeated 
to win the heavyweight title ... Profes- 
sional Championship Wrestling, Arlington, TX, 


May 13: defeated , 
, and in a four-way match to win the 
TV title; beat in a “Texas 


Trauma” match to win the heavyweight title ... NWA-Pro 
Wrestling Express, McKeesport, PA, May 14: 
and defeated 
to win the tag team title; defeated 
to win the Three Rivers Championship. [| 


and 
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HAS dazzled audiences in the U.S., 
Japan, and Europe for 20 years, but he never 
made his way to Mexico until this past May. 
’s Toryumon promoted a giant card at Arena 
Mexico (the home base of CMLL), featuring some of 
Japan’s hottest names alongside some top-notch 
luchadores. Along with Dragon and Muto, 


Keiji Muto made the first appearance in his 20-year career for a Mexican promotion 
when he wrestled for Ultimo Dragon’s Toryumon. Muto, Dragon, and Atlantis defeat- 
ed Ultimo Guerrero, Perro Aguayo Jr., and Dr. Wagner Jr. in a six-man tag team 
match at Arena Mexico, the home of CMLL. 
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returned to action alongside up-and-com- 
ing Toryumon wrestlers like 
, and 

saw Muto, Dragon, and Mexican legend 

the rather unusual trio of 5 

, and The more experienced team 

of Muta, Dragon, and Atlantis emerged victorious over 

the younger trio when Muto hit the 
Shining Wizard on Wagner. 

Pro Wrestling NOAH has been 
conducting a promotional experiment, 
running events in front of small audi- 
ences, often in tiny venues. 

enjoyed the setup that 
fans of Westside Xtreme Wrestling in 
Germany are familiar with; Misawa 
wrestled there last year (as did 
, , and other 
NOAH wrestlers.) Using the small- 
club setting has led to easy sellouts 
for NOAH, and these smaller events 
give their undercard wrestlers a 
chance to develop. The most recent 
of these events, headlined by 
and vs. 
and , saw people lining up 
for tickets almost a day in advance. 

Mexican company AAA made 
mainstream headlines throughout the 
country for a wild brawl between one 
of their wrestlers and a famous cruis- 
erweight boxer. , a long- 
time AAA rudo and leader of the 
Secta Cibernetica, got into it with 

, aminor celebrity and 
noted boxer. The two were guests on 
a Televisa network talk show, and 
after a few insults were traded, the 
two came to blows, with Cibernetico 
avoiding a punch to the head and 
tackling the boxer to the ground. 
Eventually, AAA wrestlers 
(not to be confused with ) 
and helped security pull 
the two apart. Both have made nega- 
tive public remarks about the other to 
the press since. The press has offered 


. The main event 
battle 


mixed reactions to the fight; some 
think it was an orchestrated publicity 
stunt, while others simply criticize 
the decorum of the participants. If it 
proves to be just a stunt, everyone 
involved took it an extra step by even 
summoning the police to the televi- 
sion studio to make arrests. A con- 
frontation between Cibernetico and 
Kahwagi is expected at the annual 
TripleMania show, roughly AAA’s 
equivalent of WrestleMania. 

This should help AAA business 
tremendously, as it has earned the 
company a lot of buzz. 

Longtime fans are also happy to 
see the return of 2 
recently released from his WWE con- 
tract. His new stable, Poder Mexi- 
cano, is almost a remix of WWE’s 
Mexicools, featuring Juventud, the 
AAA version of , and 

, the cousin of 
Juventud’s father, 


With Black Tiger IV (being suplexed by an earlier incarnation of Tiger Mask) is steadily 
: falling out of the upper echelon of the Japanese ranks. Still, the Tiger Mask tradition 
, lives on, as Koji Kanemoto, who defeated Tiger Mask IV for the IWGP junior heavy- 


also plying his trade in AAA and the weight title, now dons the traditional attire. 


recent defection of 

from the rudos to the tecnicos, AAA is really hitting its 
stride and bringing back casual fan interest. They'll need 
all the momentum they can get, especially with the firing 
of 10ck, who made news and embarrassed the 
promotion when he recently beat up a fan at a Mexican 
amusement park. 

Another in the long string of sellout events at Arena 
Mexico presented by CMLL saw two of the company’s 
rising stars get their heads shaved. Sin Salida (a rough 
translation of “no way out”) was headlined by a con- 
frontation between two members of Los Guerreros del 
Atlantida, and vs. 

and of Los Perros del Mal. The tag 
match was a “Double Hair vs. Double Hair’ bout, and, in 
the end, Damian and Aguila ended up bald. Los Guer- 
reros had an extremely successful night before the near- 
ly 18,000 fans in attendance, as Ultimo Guerrero man- 
aged to defend his CMLL light heavyweight title over 
as well. The diversity in the cards pre- 
sented by CMLL would seem to be its greatest strength, 
as this event sold out in spite of having no appearance 
by the company’s top attraction, . Speaking of 
Mistico, the Juarez-based wrestler who was known as 
Mistico years ago (not the current CMLL star) now goes 
by the name , and he'll be popping up as a 
Mexican representative in TNA prior to press time. 
The storied history of the continues in 
Japan. The third man to don the mantle of Tiger Mask, 
, just won the IWGP junior heavy- 
weight title for the fourth time. To do so, he defeated 
, the current incarnation of the character, 


and one of Japan’s most well-rounded grapplers. This 
avenges Kanemoto’s loss of the title in April of 2003 to 
Tiger Mask IV and also renews their rivalry now that 

seems to be moving down the cards. 
As if that isn’t enough Tiger history to digest, mixed 
martial arts fighter showed up at a 
press conference, announcing his move to the newly 
formed “Hero’s” group, dressed as Tiger Mask in early- 
May. Sakuraba has made public appearances dressed 
as other famous pro wrestling personalities in the past, 
but his hero has always been , the 
original Tiger Mask. 

More and more puroresu stars are making their way 
to the United States these days, as the Japanese wres- 
tling business cruises through its nadir. Legendary junior 
heavyweight came to TNA in 
time for their Sacrifice pay-per-view. Ring of Honor fans 
were treated to another visit from NOAH’s KENTA, as 
well as All Japan’s Kikutaro, who previously wrestled as 

in Osaka Pro Wrestling. Milano Collection AT, 

the ace of the now defunct T2P group, will debut in Flor- 
ida this summer, appearing in the annual 
Memorial Cup tournament that honors the late, great in- 
dependent wrestler. Fighters from ’s 
Kaientai Dojo—specifically and 

—return to the East Coast for Pennsylania’s 
CHIKARA promotion. This will be their first appearance 
there since their head-turning debuts stateside back in 
February. Lastly, Zero One Max star 

had been popping up on a series of independents 
shows, most notably with Zero One affiliate, World-1. 1 
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zal Spotlight Card of the Month 


PHOENIX—WWE Judgment Day pay-per- 
view at America West Arena: Paul London & 
Brian Kendrick beat M-N-M to win the 
Smackdown World tag team championship ... 
Chris Benoit defeated Finaly via submission 
... Jillian Hall pinned Melina ... Cruiserweight 
champion Gregory Helms beat Super Crazy 
... Mark Henry defeated Kurt Angle via 
countout ... Booker T pinned Bobby Lashley 
to win the King of the Ring tournament ... The 
Great Khali defeated The Undertaker ... 
Smackdown World champion Rey Misterio Jr. 
beat John Bradshaw Layfield. 
(05-21-06) 

—Tom D'Amico 


TUCSON—WWE at Tucson Convention 
Center: Rob Conway beat Eugene ... Umaga 
defeated Charlie Hass ... Goldust & Sniksky 
defeated Trevor Mudoch & Lance Cade ... 
Intercontinental champion Shelton Benjamin 
pinned Rob Van Dam ... Maria Kanellis & 
Beth Phoenix beat Mickie James & Victoria 
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... The Big Show, Shawn Michaels, & Ric 
Flair beat The Spirit Squad ... Raw World 
champion John Cena defeated Triple-H and 
Edge in a three-way match. 
(05-20-06) 

—Jamie Kennerly 


SAN JOSE—FMLL at Civic Auditorium: Jason 
Styles & Kid Kool beat The Sheik (not the 
original) & Dash Riprock ... Hurricane 
Ramirez Jr., Tarzan Boy, & Princepu Indu 
beat Rey Mysterio Sr., El Cobarde, & Shamu 
Jr. ... Mascarita Sagrada & Golden Lion 
beat Profe Jr. & Pierrothito ... No Fear & 
Jalisco beat Rockero & El Imposter. 
(06-04-06) 
—Mike Lano 


LOS ANGELES—Pro Wrestling 
Guerilla at the Hollywood-Los 
Feliz JCC: Disco Machine & 
Nemesis beat Topgun Talwar & 
Bino Gambino ... T.J. Perkins 
defeated Excalibur ... Ronin & 
Alex Koslov beat El Generico & 


Quicksilver ... Scorpio Sky 
pinned Kevin Steen ... Scott 
Lost & Chris Bosh defeated 
Human Tornado & B-Boy ... 
Joey Ryan beat Frankie 
Kazarian. 

(06-03-06) 


—Juan Gasparo 


SANTA MONICA—NWA Inoki 
Dojo: American Balloon pinned 
Colossal Chris ... Iceman 
Webster Daupheney beat 
Massive Fabuloso ... Alex 
Koslov beat Alex Sage ... 
Manley Brothers beat Louis 
Marcel & Topgun Talwar ... 
Karl Anderson pinned Kid 
Vicious. 
(05-29-06) 

—WMike Lano 


BAKERSFIELD—WWE _ at 
Rabobank Arena: Bobby 
Lashley defeated John 
Bradshaw Layfield to win the 
U.S. championship ... Tatanka 
beat Simon Dean ... Finlay 
pinned Paul Birchall ... Chris 
Benoit defeated Mark Henry via 
disqualification ... Smackdown 
World tag team champions Paul 
London & Brian Kendrick beat 


Nunzio & Big Vito ... Smackdown World 
champion Rey Misterio Jr. defeated John 
Bradshaw Layfield. 
(05-26-06) 

—Bernie Connor 


SACRAMENTO—Supreme Pro Wrestling at 
St. Peter's Hall: Rik Luxury pinned Kenny K 
... D.J. Rizz pinned Jesus Kruze ... Shane 
Dynasty & Luster the Legend beat Vennis 
DeMarco & Chris Corlioni ... Money Mike 
Rayne defeated Steel ... Tag team champs 
Mr. Frost & Timothy Thatcher beat Vinny 
Massaro & Seito Hayashi ... D-Unit pinned 
Trent Hemridge Otis defeated 
Stokaroshi ... J.D. Bishop, Bonzai Bruce 
B., & El Hijo de Chupacabra beat Adam 


Controversial TNA star Austin Aries (taking B-Boy for 
the ride) won his first round match in the Best of the 
Best tournament. Despite a solid showing, Aries was 
unable to capture the tournament title. 


Thronstowe, El Flaco Loco, & Sir Samurai. 
(05-21-06) 
—Tim Moura 


DENVER—WWE at Denver Coliseum: 
Eugene beat Rob Conway ... Umaga pinned 
Charlie Haas ... Goldust & Snitsky defeated 
Lance Cade & Trevor Murdoch ... Maria 
Kanellis & Beth Phoenix beat Victoria & 
Mickie James ... Carlito Caribbean Cool 
pinned Chris Masters ... Intercontinental 
champion Shelton Benjamin defeated Rob 
Van Dam ... The Big Show, Ric Flair, & 
Shawn Michaels beat The Spirit Squad ... 
Raw World champion John Cena defeated 
Triple-H and Edge in a three-way match. 
(05-20-06) 

—Tom Stanton 


PAWCATUCK—Revival Championship 
Wrestling at VFW Post 1265: Davey Loomis 
pinned Tim Kilgore ... The Phoenix defeated 
Doug Summers ... Jana beat Taylor Nicole 
and Barbie to win the women's championship 
... Derek Destiny defeated Marco Macc & 
Angel ... Tony Torres pinned Nero ... Chico 
Suave beat Reaper by disqualification ... 
Travis Blackchurch & D-Lax defeated 
Cenobite & Maniac Martin ... The Phoenix 
pinned Fred Curry Jr. to win the heavyweight 
championship. 
(06-04-06) 

—Shawn O’Domski 


EAST WINDSOR—Ring of Honor at Sports 
World: Bobby Dempsey defeated Alex 
Payne ... Handsome Johnny beat Pelle 
Primeau ... Lacey pinned Allison Danger ... 
Davey Richards defeated Jimmy Rave ... 
Shane Hagadorn beat Derrick Dempsey ... 
Sara Del Ray pinned Daizee Haze ... Colt 
Cabana defeated Adam Pierce, Delirious, 
and Jason Blade in a four-corners match ... 
Christopher Daniels beat B.J. Whitmer ... 
Shingo Takagi pinned Rickey Reyes ... 
Heavyweight champion Bryan Danielson 
beat Homicide ... Tag team champions 
Austin Aries & Roderick Strong defeated 
The Briscoe Brothers. 
(06-03-06) 

—Dave Helbig 


DANBURY—Northeast Wrestling at the Police 
Athletic League: Josh Daniels beat Damien 
Adams Jim Duggan defeated 
Executioner #2 ... Ricky Landell beat Fred 
Curry Jr. ... Xavier pinned Jay Lethal ... Ron 
Zombie beat Justin Credible and Tony 
DeVito in a three-way hardcore match ... 
Chris Sabin and Abyss battled to a no-con- 
test ... The Heart Throbs beat Sex & 
Violence ... NWA World champion Christian 
Cage pinned A.J. Styles. 
(06-02-06) 

—Shawn O’Domski 


DOVER—Maximum Championship Wrestling 
at the Simon Circle Boys and Girls Club: D’lix- 
ious won a battle royal to win the women's title 
... Chucky Wynn, Party Boy, & Shane 
McIntyre defeated X-Man, Shorty Smalls, & 
Joseph Brooks ... Anti Promotion defeated 
Bazooka Joe & Dragonfly ... Lumberjack 
Monroe defeated Frank Savage ... Gemini 
Trojans defeated Randy Newman & Andrew 


Christopher Daniels locks eventual tournament winner Ruckus and Derek Frazier in a 
Boston crab-camel clutch combo on his way to the tournament semifinals. Daniels 
briefly held the CZW heavyweight title as a result of his victory in this three-way match. 


Steel ... Cruiserweight champion Chris 
Wylde defeated Eric Chapel ... Matt Turner 
defeated Jawree Turnbuckles ... The 
Established defeated Beyond Reality ... 
Brandon Mercury & Joshua Chase defeated 
Salvation 2K6 ... E.L. Stanley Esq. defeated 
Massive Mike and Sam Jones in a three-way 
match to win the heavyweight title. 
(05-27-06) 

—Rachel Crusco 


ORLANDO—TNA at Universal Studios: 
America’s Most Wanted beat The Naturals 
... Jeff Jarrett defeated Raven in a “King Of 
The Mountain” qualifier match ... Jay Lethal 
pinned Alex Shelley. 
(06-01-06) 

—Ray Albright 


ORLANDO—TNA at Universal Studios: 
Senshi defeated Alex Shelley, Shark Boy, 
and Jay Lethal in an X division four-way 
match ... The Diamonds In The Rough beat 
A.J. Styles & Christopher Daniels ... Bobby 
Roode pinned Andy Douglas. 
(05-25-06) 

—Shauna Clark 


ORLANDO—TNA at Universal Studios: Chris 
Sabin defeated Petey Williams in a World X 
Cup tiebreaker ... X division champion Samoa 
Joe beat Chase Stevens in a non-title match 
... Abyss pinned Rhino in a “King Of The 
Mountain” qualifying match. 
(05-18-06) 

—Bill Reed 


ORLANDO—TNA Sacrifice pay-per-view at 
Universal Studios: Jushin “Thunder” Liger 
defeated Petey Williams ... NWA World tag 
team champions America’s Most Wanted 
beat A.J. Styles & Christopher Daniels ... 
Raven pinned A1 ... Bobby Roode defeated 
Rhino ... The James Gang beat Team 3D ... 
Petey Williams defeated Puma to win the 
World X Cup gauntlet match for Team Canada 
... Sting & Samoa Joe beat Jeff Jarrett & 


Scott Steiner ... NWA World champion 
Christian Cage defeated Abyss in a “Full 
Metal Mayhem” match. 
(05-14-06) 

—Bill Reed 


DUBLIN—GIWA at the Dublin Ag Center: 
Mad Mac Davis beat Johnny Camo ... Chris 
Cage beat Big Bank Barfield ... Firewalker 
beat Big Daddy Osborne ... The Professor 
beat Tommy E. Lee ... The Professor beat 
Loco Motive ... Mean Mike Stratus Velvet 
Jones for the Mid-State title ... Oko Nono & 
Boje’ beat Chris Giles & Jason Stone for the 
tag team title. 
(06-03-06) 

—Theo Simms 


COLUMBUS—NWA-Great Championship 
Wrestling at the GCW Sports Arena: Palm 
Beach Scotty defeated Heath Miller ... Amy 
Young defeated Rock-C ... Cru Jones 
defeated Mike Lafors ... Shaun Banks 
defeated John Rodriquez ... Disco Inferno, 
A.J. Steele, Scott Fantastic, & Bio-Hazzard 
beat Chris Stevens, David Young, Bobby 
Sanford, & Death Row. 
(05-27-06) 

—Barry Campbell 


FT. VALLEY—All-Star Wrestling Network at 
the Ft. Valley Wrestleplex: Osborne & 
Luther Stone beat Underfaker & Kingpin 
. A.J. Summers defeated Michael 
Boyette ... J-Smooth & Brokishi beat 
Cowboy & Billy Bonny ... Ricky Silver 
defeated Spazz and Michael Stevens in a 
three-way match ... Jerry Thompson & Ash 
defeated The Warfield Brothers ... Danny 
Horne pinned Phenom ... Simon Sermon 
beat Amien Rios. 
(05-27-06) 
—Matt Lang 


BOISE—WWE at QWEST Arena: The 
Highlanders beat Lance Cade & Trevor 
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Sabian, better known for his tag expertise as part of Blackout, defeated Matt Syadal in the second 
round of the tournament on his way to the finals and a shot at the championship trophy. 


Murdoch ... Harry Smith pinned Rob 
Conway ... Umaga defeated Eugene ... 
Torrie Wilson beat Victoria ... Inter- 
continental champion Shelton Benjamin 
defeated Rob Van Dam and Carlito Car- 
ibbean Cool in a three-way match ... Raw 
World tag team champions The Spirit Squad 
beat Goldust & Snitsky ... Raw World cham- 
pion John Cena defeated Edge in a steel 
cage match. 
(05-26-06) 

—Don Sanchez 


GREENSBURG—Wild Championship 
Wrestling Outlaws at the Parks Center: Boy 
Toy pinned Twist ... Devon Malone defeated 
Timmy Turner ... Stew pinned Johnny 
Showtime ... Corona defeated Billy Bart to 
win the heavyweight championship ... Tank 
pinned Don Basher ... Indiana Kidd Jr. & 
Rob Ramer defeated Apocalypz & Pogo to 
win the tag team championship. 
(05-20-06) 

—Randy Klemme 


MADISON—AWA Supreme Championship 
Wrestling from the SCW Building: Billy 
Maverick beat William Valentine by disqualifi- 
cation ... Ricky Ruckus pinned John Strattlin 
... Eric Draven defeated Spazz ... The 
Marksmen beat The Prettyboys ... Mister 
GQ beat Roger Blade, Chris Morrus, and 
Miami Thug by disqualification ... H.N.I.C. 
defeated Plowboy Portman & Kliff Hanger 
... Damien Divine beat Chris Blayze in a 
strap match. 
(05-20-06) 

—Shawn Sands 


BOWLING GREEN—WWE at Diddle Arena: 
Raw World tag team champions The Spirit 
Squad beat The Big Show, Snitsky, & 
Goldust ... Harry Smith defeated Rob 
Conway ... The Highlanders defeated Lance 
Cade & Trevor Murdoch ... Umaga beat 
Viscera ... Johnny Nitro pinned Charlie 
Haas ... Intercontinental champion Shelton 
Benjamin defeated Carlito Caribbean Cool 
... Mickie James & Victoria beat Beth 
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Phoenix & Maria Kanellis ... Triple-H defeat- 
ed Kenny Doane by disqualification ... Raw 
World champion John Cena beat Edge. 
(06-03-06) 

—Joe!l Blythe 


REVERE—New England Championship 
Wrestling at Suffolk Downs: Kellan Thomas 
defeated T.J. Richter ... Lexus pinned Della 
Morte ... Pat Masters & Jose Perez beat The 
Canadian Superstars ... Evan Siks & 
Frankie Arion vs. Sabotage ended in a dou- 
ble-disqualification ... Nikki Roxx & Brian 
Fury defeated Scott Reed & Tanya Lee and 
Ariel & Kid Mikaze in a triple-threat match ... 
Mike Lynch pinned Hiroshi Asai ... Evan 
Siks beat Kofi Nahaje Kingston ... Tiger 
Khan won a battle royal. 
(06-04-06) 

—Shawn O’Domski 


NEW BEDFORD—Top Rope Promtions at the 
Top Rope Arena: Dickie Rodz pinned Freight 
Train ... Gino Giovanni beat Huey McGraw 
by countout ... Big Daddy Bravo pinned Vain 
... Big Rick Fuller beat Plazma ... The Hot 
Shots beat Danny & Billy Angus by disquali- 
fication ... Brickhouse Baker pinned Johnny 
Angel ... Mike Bennett defeated Joe Chece 
... Interstate champion Nick Steel beat 
Stockade & Rocco Abruzzi in a handicap 
match ... Pride defeated The Stroke in a 
hardcore tag team match. 
(06-03-06) 

—Shawn O’Domski 


BRAINTREE—Millennium Wrestling Fed- 
eration ULTRA TV Taping at the Moose 
Lodge: Eddie Edwards drew Luis Ortiz 20:00 
... Todd Hanson & Beau Douglas beat 
Southern Extreme, The Vachons, and Big 
Sexy Beasts in a fatal four way ... After the 
match, manager Johnny Fabulous accepted 
an impromptu challenge where The Canadian 
Superstars (Dave Cole & J. Busta) defeated 
Todd Hanson & Beau Douglas to win the titles 
... Islander Makua pinned Pat Gunner ... 
Jason Rumble defeated Chris Cammaro ... 
Osirus beat Danny Duggan ... Islander 
Makua won a Battle Royal ... Nick Narcisstic 


pinned Johnny Reyes ... Danny 
Jaxx defeated Matt Ledge ... 
Beau Douglas beat Tim Kilgore. 
... Luis Ortiz pinned Tommy 
Penmanship ... The Canadian 
Superstars defeated The Un- 
touchables ... Todd Hanson beat 


Kofi Kingston ... Dylan Kage 
pinned Al Snow. 
(05-20-06) 

—Dan Mirade 


KALAMAZOO—WWE at Wings 
Stadium: Scotty 2 Hotty & Sho 
Funaki beat Aaron Stevens & 
Kasey James ... Ken Kennedy 
defeated Gunner Scott ... Jillian 
Hall pinned Kristal ... Vito beat 
Nunzio ... Brian Kendrick defeat- 
ed Kid Kash ... Finley beat Matt 
Hardy ... U.S. champion Bobby 
Lashley defeated King Booker ... 
Cruiserweight champion Gregory 
Helms beat Super Crazy ... 
Smackdown World champion Rey 
Misterio Jr. pinned Mark Henry. 
(06-04-06) 

—Tommy Barrett 


EAST LANSING—WWE at Jack Breslin 
Arena: Ken Kennedy beat Gunner Scott ... 
Jillian Hall defeated Kristal ... Vito pinned 
Nunzio ... Scotty 2 Hotty & Sho Funaki beat 
Aaron Stevens & Kasey James ... cruiser- 
weight champion Gregory Helms pinned 
Super Crazy ... Fit Finlay beat Matt Hardy ... 
Brian Kendrick defeated Jamie Noble ... 
U.S. champion Bobby Lashley pinned King 
Booker ... Smackdown World champion Rey 
Misterio Jr. beat Mark Henry. 
(06-03-06) 

—Matt Israel 


OWENSVILLE—Full Throttle Wrestling at Lost 
Valley Lake Resort: lvan Stroganov beat 
Super Invader ... The Stud pinned Rick 
Ruby ... Rick Stone beat Gideon Morbid to 
win the No Limits title ... Curtis Payne beat 
Scar ... Xavier Frost beat Damian Blade. 
(05-28-06) 

—Chip Leffler 


JACKSON—National Wrestling Superstars at 
the Central Jersey Italian American Club 
Showgrounds: Brutus Beefcake defeated 
J.R. Ryder ... Nicky Oceans defeated Gil 
Quest ... Slayer pinned Dave Logan ... Jay 
Santana & Gumba Fanatarie defeated 
Brawley & Saddam Insane ... Shane Taylor 
defeated Antonio Malave and Ace Darling ... 
Tito Santana pinned Simon Diamond. 
(05-20-06) 

—Matthew Kaufmann 


WEST PATERSON—Independent Wrestling 
Federation at IWF Centre: Fred Sampson 
defeated Bryan Harley & Steve Off ... Travis 
Blake with Rich Ross defeated Steve 
Camacho ... Chris Steeler & Nick Sabre 
defeated Tony Torres & Antonio Rivera ... 
Shane O’Brien & Aaron Stride with Rich 
Ross defeated Justin Corino & Biggie Biggs 
by disqualification ... Franciz & Tommy 
Trouble defeated Frank Scoleri & Eddie 
Latham ... Shawn Donavan defeated Jasin 


Karloff ... Jana defeated Rick Cataldo .. 
Fred Sampson defeated Travis Blake with 
Rich Ross. 
(05-21-06) 

—Rich Ross 


NEWBURGH—Northeast Wrestling’s “Spring 
Slam 2006” at the Newburgh Free Academy 
High School Gym: Josh Daniels defeated 
Damian Adams ... The Outcast Killaz beat 
Cheech & Cloudy ... Jim Duggan pinned 
Ricky Landell ... Chris Sabin defeated 
Xavier ... Tony DeVito defeated Ron Zombie 
... Jerry Lawler pinned Romeo Roselli ... 
The Now defeated Sex & Violence ... NWA 
World champion Christian Cage defeated 
Abyss. 
(06-01-06) 

—Timothy Walker 


STATESVILLE—CWA Carolina Wrestling 
Association at Grace Park Center: Deon 
Davis defeated George South Sr. ... Street 
Sweepers defeated Brandon Day & Ultra 
Dragon ... Ric Converse defeated Total 
Protection ... Jesse Ortega beat Steve 
Green ... Rob & Chris Guerrero defeated 
Homies With Attitudes ... Bobby Houston 
beat Jake Manning. 
(06-03-06) 

—Michael Carpenter 


HENDERSONVILLE—High Velocity Wrestling 
at Viper's House of Pain: Colin Knox defeated 
Supreme ... Tyranny beat Vicious V, 
Michael Frehley, Ace Armstrong, & Chris 
Crucifix in an eight-man tag match .. 
Thomas Simpson pinned S.T. Ryker ... 
Flyweight champion Stoney Hooker defeated 
Brad Thomas, Rob Killjoy, and Ryan Chaos 
in a fatal four-way match ... Team Macktion 
beat Ken Magnum & Ostgard and The 
Kardiac Kids in a triple-threat match ... 
Justin Destruction defeated Steve Cronic ... 
The Midnight Express beat Jammin’ 
Country ... The Barbarian pinned Law. 
(05-27-06) 

—Blake Arledge 


CINCINNATI—Northern Wrestling Federation 
at Bonekrushers Training Center: Jesse Hyde 
defeated Malpractice ... Jeremy Hyde & 
Roger Ruffen beat Austin Meddler & The 
Zodiac ... Ice defeated The Warlock ... Dr. 
Melvin Winkelman beat Dustin Lillard to win 
the heavyweight title ... Pompano Joe pinned 
Russ Meyers ... King Kahuna, Christopher 
Michael Lotus, & Matt Parks went to a dou- 
ble-disqualification with Jay Donaldson & T- 
N-T in a six-man tag match. 
(05-26-06) 

—Thomas Fisher 


CLEVELAND—Wrestling All Stars Promotion 
at Turner's Hall: Flawless beat Kano ... 
Marion Fontaine defeated Russ Myers ... 
Rage & T-Dawg defeated The Suburban 
Swat Team ... Latin Assassian beat Billy 
Taylor ... Klub X-treme beat Da Munchies 
... Noj won a 20-man battle royal ... Bill Black 
& Corey James beat Michael Helliborn & 
Barry Saggitarious ... Flip Kendrick defeat- 
ed Christian Faith & Brian Lindin ... Tag 
team champs New Live Crew beat Pain & 
Agony ... Puerto Rican Sensation beat 


Adam Cage, Shawn Blaze, and Johnny 
Gargano in a fatal four-way match to win the 
Universal title. 
(05-20-06) 

—Johnny James 


OKLAHOMA CITY—Mid-South Wrestling 
Alliance at City Beats Event Centre: Tri-state 
champion AWOL defeated The Gladiator . 
Cruiserweight champion Tyler Bateman 
defeated Cody Jones ... John O'Malley beat 
E-Bone ... Ryan Davidson defeated Slash 

. Draven Cross pinned The Outlaw ... 3rd 
Rail defeated Angel Williams by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Spanish Fly Boys beat The Real 
Impact Players. 
(06-04-06) 

—Alison Curran 


SAPULPA—Steel Rage Pro Wrestling at the 
Boys & Girls Club: Luc Lapointe & Cpl. 
James Warbois defeated Jose Suzuki & 
Bobby Dalton ... Cade Sydal beat Chris 
Gazaway by disqualification ... Pork Chop 


pinned Snap ... Dexter Hardaway defeated 
Tommy Smash ... Bobby Burns won a bat- 
tle royal 

(06-02-06) 


—Luke McFadden 


PORTLAND-—-WWE at Rose Garden: Kurt 
Angle beat Rey Misterio Jr. via countout ... 
Mark Henry defeated Paul Birchall ... Finlay 
pinned Kannan Matthews ... U.S. champion 
Bobby Lashley beat Booker T. 
(06-02-06) 

—John Nash 


PITTSBURGH—WWE at 
Mellon Arena: Harry Smith 
defeated Mike Knox ... Trevor 
Murdoch pinned Colt Cabana 
.. Viscera beat Rob Conway 
.. Raw World tag team 
champions The Spirit Squad 
defeated Goldust & Snitsky ... 
Carlito Caribbean Cool beat 
Intercontinental champion 
Shelton Benjamin in a non-title 
match ... The Big Show 
defeated Triple-H by disqualifi- 
cation ... Eugene beat Matt 
Striker ... Lance Cade defeat- 
ed Kane by countout 
Johnny Nitro pinned Charlie 
Haas ... Beth Phoenix beat 
Victoria 
(06-05-06) 

—Luca Covi 


PHILADELPHIA—Pro 
Wrestling Unplugged at the 
Alhambra Arena: Tag team 
champions The SAT defeated 
Mahoney & Ardair ... The 
Brass Rots beat Ashe 
Samuels & Drew Blood ... 
Jake Roberts pinned Nick 
Berk ... Johnny Kashmere 
defeated The Sandman ina 
Singapore cane match ... 
Complete Pete Hunter & Gary 
Wolf beat Greg Matthews & Z- 
Barr ... Corporal Robinson 
pinned The  Hellaware 


Assassin ... The Ultimo Dragon beat Trent 
Acid by disqualification ... heavyweight cham- 
pion Devon Moore beat Detox in a steel 
cage, scaffold, trampolines, and rope swings 
match 
(05-20-06) 

—Shawn O'Domski 


WHITEHALL—World X-Treme Wrestling at 
Fullerton Carnival: Television champion The 
Dynamic Sensation pinned Lucky 
Mongoose versus Sage Strong weni to a 
double disqualification ... Bloodline beat 
Sean Hayes & Seansation ... Kris Krude 
pinned Mercedes Martinez for cruiserweight 
title ... The Dynamic Sensation & Supreme 
Lee Great beat Magnum X/L & Acid Zero 
Bloodline beat Team X-Treme ... Afa Jr. 
fought Sugaa to a no contest. 
(05-20-06) 

—Eric Shaffer 


ARLINGTON—Professional Championship 
Wrestling Full Throttle at PCW Arena: 
Apocalypse beat Mike Castle ... James 
Johnson defeated Aaron Eagle ... Brandon 
Collins pinned Jeff Brown ... Lance Hoyt 
beat Apocalypse, Tim Storm, and Mike 
Foxx by disqualification ... B.J. Turner deteat- 
ed Jeremy Young ... Nobe Bryant pinned 
Action Jackson ... Wally Darkmon beat 
Capt. Canada ... Mace Malone beat Luke 
Bronson by disqualification 
(06-03-06) 

—Rob Moore 


CZW heavyweight champion Ruckus (with manager 
Robby Mireno) fought his way to a victory in the cham- 
pionship round, earning himself the title as Best of the 
Best for 2006. The victor’s celebration would be cut 
short by a surprise attack led by Daniels. 
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Chris Hero takes advantage of an obviously exhausted 
Ruckus, challenging the champion to a CZW heavyweight 
title match immediately following the tournament and sur- 
prise attack. Hero easily won the match and was crowned 
champion. 


SAN ANTONIO—River City Wrestling at 
Airport Convention Center: Mike Dell defeated 
Hector Montoya ... Quinten Allen defeated 
Joey Spector and Showtime Summers ... 
Tag team champions The Nerdy Boys beat 
The International Power Station ... 
Heavyweight champion Hotstuff Hernandez 


defeated Fast Eddie Vegas ... Ikaika pinned 
Don Juan. 
(05-28-06) 

—Brandon Oliver 


MINERAL WELLS—Championship Wrestling 
Productions at the at the PPCLA Expo 
Building: Sensei defeated Rexx Reed ... 
Bobby 2 Badd beat Matt Garza ... Mace 
pinned Pendragon ... Tarantula vs. The 
Mercenary went to a no-contest ... The New 
Age Cowboys beat The Main Attractions ... 
Mace, Mr. Venom, & Seth Shai defeated 
Marshall Law and Kyzer Douglas in a handi- 
cap match. 
(05-27-06) 

—Kokina Lynn 


OGDEN—American Championship Wrestling 
“Deadly Sins” at the Marshall White Center: 
Donovan Denzli pinned Junior X ... Jeff 
Matthew Bryant beat Thanatos ... Thanatos 
& Donovan Denzli defeated Jeff Matthew 
Bryant & Junior X ... Eclipse pinned 
Vertabreaker ... Eclipse defeated Mach 
Martinez ... Fox & Derrick Jannetty beat 
Greatness in a tag team match ... Jimmy 
Daniels beat Psycho, Zen, and Mike 
Martinez in a “Deadly Sins” match ... Zen 
beat Mike Martinez and Jimmy Daniels in a 
three-way match ... Jimmy Daniels beat Zen 
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in a ladder match. 
(06-03-06) 
—Cameron Nielsen 


KENNEWICK—WWE at Toyota 
Center: The Highlanders beat 
Lance Cade & Trevor Murdoch 
... Harry Smith defeated Rob 
Conway ... Umaga pinned 
Eugene ... Intercontinental 
champion Shelton Benjamin 
beat Rob Van Dam and Carlito 
Caribbean Cool in a three-way 
match ... Raw World tag team 
champions The Spirit Squad 
beat Goldust & Gene Snitsky 
... Raw World champion John 
Cena defeated Edge in a steel 
cage match. 
(05-27-06) 

—Larry Andersen 


YAKIMA—WWE at Yakima 
Valley Sundome: Intercon- 
tinental champion Shelton 
Benjamin beat Rob Van Dam 
and Carlito Caribbean Cool in 
a three-way match ... The 
Highlanders defeated Lance 
Cade & Trevor Murdoch ... 
Harry Smith pinned Rob 
Conway ... Beth Phoenix & 
Torrie Wilson beat Mickie 
James & Victoria ... Umaga 
pinned Eugene ... Raw World 
tag team champions The Spirit 
Squad defeated Goldust & 
Snitsky ... Raw World champion John Cena 
beat Edge in a steel cage match. 

(05-28-06) 

—Lea O'Dell 


TACOMA—WWE at Tacoma Dome: Kane 
versus Shelton Benjamin went to a no-con- 
test ... Umaga beat Viscera ... John Cena 
defeated Johnny Nitro ... Edge pinned The 
Big Show ... Triple-H defeated Kenny in a 
“Spirit Jack” match. 
(05-29-06) 

—Rick Murray 
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DUBLIN—Celtic Pro Wreslting at the Good 
Counsel GAA Club: Neo Dragon beat Danny 
Demento ... David Dunn defeated Napalm 
Hamilton ... Irish Dragon beat Blake Norton 
... Neil Frenzy pinned Darragh Galligan ... 
The Amazing Insano beat Dragon Aisu. 
(05-20-06) 

—Tony Yannuzzi 


HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA—Wrestling With 
Reality & Newscott.com at the Forum Multi- 
Purpose Center: Marko Estrada beat 
Sidewinder ... Lincoln Steen defeated 
Jason Holiday ... Tony Armstrong pinned 
Tommy Osbourne ... Joshua Aero beat 
Zero ... Julien Young defeated Vinny Glyde 
... Titus pinned Chris Madison ... Tony 
Armstrong beat Joshua Aero by submission 
... Titus defeated Julien Young ... Marko 
Estrada pinned Lincoln Steen ... Titus beat 


Tony Armstrong & Marko Estrada in a three- 
way dance to win the 2006 Maritime Cup ... 
Gary Williams defeated partner Bobby 
Roode, Duke Maclsaac, & Trash Kanyon in 
a tag team elimination match to become the 
first WWR heavyweight champion. 
(06-02-06) 

—Malcolm Brown 


KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA—WWE at 
Prospera Place: Chavo Guerrero Jr. beat 
Sylvan ... Gunner Scott defeated Eric 
Stevens ... Ken Kennedy pinned Psicosis 
... Jillian Hall beat Kristal in a “Best Body 
Contest” ... Smackdown World tag team 
champions Brian Kendrick & Paul London 
defeated Kid Kash & Jamie Noble ... Matt 
Hardy vs. Kasey James went to a no-contest 
... U.S. champion Bobby Lashley pinned 
Finlay ... Smackdown World champion Rey 
Misterio Jr. beat Mark Henry. 
(05-27-06) 

—Greg Rogers 


BROCKVILLE, ONTARIO—Universal 
Wrestling Alliance at the Memorial Centre: 
Taylor vs. Colin Oliver Carnage Ill went to a 
double-countout ... Deeno defeated Cheeky 
... Ryan Rush defeated Jason Cage ... 
Bolen & Dave Titan defeated Aftershock ... 
Virus defeated Shawn MacMillan, J. 
Runnals, Matt Grey and Chris Rage in a five- 
way match ... Zack Storm defeated Caster 
McFear and Portia Perez ... Jake Roberts 
defeated Sinn. 
(05-27-06) 

—Matthew Terry 


NAPANEE, ONTARIO—Universal Wrestling 
Alliance at the Strathcona Paper Centre: The 
Hickster defeated Colin Oliver Carnage Ill ... 
Ryan Rush pinned Shawn MacMillan ... 
Damian Styles defeated Dave Titan ... Virus 
defeated Chris Rage, J. Runnals, Matt Grey, 
and Tyler Logan in-a-five-man-elimination 
match to retain the heavyweight title ... The 
Hollywood Hunks defeated Taylor & Zack 
Storm ... Bolen defeated Drake Styles by 
disqualification ... Jake Roberts defeated 
Sinn and Jason Cage in a triple-threat match. 
(05-26-06) 

—Matthew Terry 


CALGARY, ALBERTA—Stampede Wrestling 
at the Stampede Wrestling Arena: Karachi 
Vice vs. Michael Avery & Dusty Adonis went 
to a no-contest ... Marky Mark beat Alex 
Plexis ... Belle Lovitz & Brandon Flambe 
defeated Big Mama Myers & Chucky ... 
Randy Myers pinned Pete Wilson ... Duke 
Durrango & Chris Steel beat Evan Adam & 
Dandy Myers ... Juggernaut defeated 
Apocalypse. 
(05-26-06) 

—Raymond Laroque 


CAYEY—IWA at Luis Raul Colén Coliseum: 
Tommy Diablo defeated Johnny Styles ... 
Carlitos beat Blitz ... Hammett pinned Super 
Mark .., Cruzz defeated Pablo Marquez ... 
Apolo beat Sluggan by disqualification ... 
Ray Gonzalez defeated Bakano ... Mr. Big & 
Bad Boy Bradley pinned Jeff Jeffrey & 
Chicano ... Thunder & Lightning defeated 
The Inhumans. 
(06-03-06) 

—Mike Lano 
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From the November 1987 issue of Inside Wrestling 


“Even if he does return, one 
thing is certain: Physically, Dyna- 
mite Kid will never be the same. As 
a result of his operation, his mobili- 
ty and agility will be severely cur- 
tailed. The days of the high-flying 
and reckless British Bulldogs could 
very well be over.” 

—Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
May 1987 
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Y ANY MEANS, it was not a 
great moment in wrestling jour- 
nalism history. Craig Peters 
has since been promoted from asso- 
ciate editor to managing editor, but 
his story, “Dynamite Kid’s Career In 
Jeopardy After Back Surgery,” was 
not a contributing factor. 
“At the time | wrote that story, it 
looked like there was no way 


The 
British 
Bulldogs 
Claw Their 
Way Back 
To The Top 


When Dynamite Kid suffered 
a serious back injury last 
December, the experts said 
he would never be the same. 
But the courageous Kid bat 
tled back, and now The 
British Bulldogs are ready for 
another assault on the VWWVF 
World tag team belts! 


Dynamite could return from that 
injury,” said Peters. “In fact, | quoted 
a chiropractor who said that he 
would have a hard time returning 
from radical disc operation, mostly 
because of the stress Dynamite had 
already put on his body with those 
high-flying maneuvers. Apparently, 
though, | and a lot of other people 
misjudged Dynamite Kid.” 


The British Bulldogs, reunited following Dynamite 
Kid’s debilitating back injury, set their sights squarely 
on the hated Hart Foundation (above). Usually a techni- 
cal wrestler, Dynamite Kid, fought with surprising 
intensity (right), as he was determined to not allow his 
physical ailments to keep his team from retaining the 
WWF tag team belts. 


Indeed, it looked like Dynamite 
Kid would never be the same after 
injuring his back during a match in 
Hamilton, Ontario, last December 
13. The Bulldogs were defending 
their WWF World tag belts against 
Magnificent Muraco and Cowboy 
Bob Orton at Copps Coliseum when 
Muraco kneed Dynamite Kid in the 
back. Muraco then attacked Dyna- 
mite with a chair before Davey Boy 
Smith stopped him. - 

Dynamite was paralyzed in the left 
leg and carried back to the dressing 
room by Davey Boy. He was then 
transplanted to a Hamilton hospital, 
then to Toronto, and finally to Holy 
Cross Hospital in Calgary, where he 
had undergone back, shoulder, and 
knee treatments in the past. 

Dynamite’s injury was diagnosed 
as severe spinal disc and nerve 
damage, and he underwent three 
hours of surgery on December 23 to 
have a disc removed from the lower 
portion of his spine. Doctors refused 
to comment on whether Dynamite 
Kid would ever wrestle again, 


although 
those close 
to Dynamite knew that he would cer- 
tainly give it a try. Dynamite is a 
reckless individual, certainly not one 
to sit still. 

But even if a comeback was pos- 
sible, there was little chance that 
Dynamite Kid would ever be the 
same. The WWF World tag team 
champions, The British Bulldogs, 
were in dire straits. They had a 
choice: give up the belts, allow 
Davey Boy to select a new partner, 
or wait for Dynamite Kid to return. 
The answer rested in a combination 
of the last two choices: Tito Santana 
replaced Dynamite while waiting for 
the Kid’s return. 

Dynamite was barely 50 percent 
healthy, and doctors advised strong- 
ly against him defending the title 
against The Hart Foundation on 
January 26 in Tampa, Florida—less 
than 45 days after the injury was suf- 
fered. By no means did Dynamite 
belong in the ring. Watching Davey 
Boy literally carry his partner piggy- 


back to ringside was a sad sight. 
And the Bulldogs weren't helped at 
all by the referee for that match, the 
notorious Danny Davis. 

The Bulldogs didn’t have a 
chance. Dynamite Kid was knocked 
off the ring apron early in the match 
and was left lying helplessly at ring- 
side. But instead of staying in the 
ring, where Jim Neidhart and Bret 
Hart ruthlessly double-teamed 
Smith, Davis spent the rest of the 
match on the arena floor, trying to 
get Dynamite Kid back onto the 
ring apron. 

Finally, Davey Boy could take no 
more. The Harts’ relentless attack 
took its toll. Smith was finally 
pinned and Davis returned to the 
ring just in time to make the three- 
count. The Hart Foundation had the 
tag belts; the Bulldogs were in no 
condition for a rematch. 

So, for the next few months, the 
Bulldogs rapidly faded out of the title 
picture while the Harts defended 
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| |Inside Wrestling ratings 


WWE 

World champion: Hulk Hogan 
1. The Honky Tonk Man 

. Randy Savage 

. Killer Khan 

. Harley Race 

. Hercules Hernandez 

Ken Patera 

Rick Steamboat 

. Billy Jack Haynes 

. One Man Gang 

. Bam Bam Bigelow 


World champion: Ric Flair 
. Lex Luger 
. Nikita Koloff 
. Dusty Rhodes 
. Tully Blanchard 
. Barry Windham 
. Ronnie Garvin 
. Mike Rotundo 
. Michael Hayes 
. Road Warrior Animal 


10. Hercules Ayala Dynamite Kid and Davey Boy Smith furiously tried to ward off interference from out- 
side influences, such as Jimmy Hart (above) or referee Danny Davis, who was later 

TAG TEAMS found to be working in cahoots with the Hart Foundation. Despite Dynamite Kid’s best 

1. The Road Warriors efforts, the Bulldogs would lose the title to the Hart Foundation (below). 

. Bret Hart & Jim Neidhart 

. The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 

. The Midnight Express 

. The British Bulldogs 

Tim Horner & Brad Armstrong 

. The Sheepherders 

. Tully Blanchard & Arn Anderson 

. The Fantastics 

. Dino Bravo & Greg Valentine 


MOST POPULAR 


. Hulk Hogan 

. Dusty Rhodes 

. Nikita Koloff 

. Steve Williams 

. Rick Steamboat 
. Chris Adams 

. Barry Windham 
. Ken Patera 

. Kevin Von Erich 
10. Jerry Lawler 


MOST HATED 

. Ric Flair 

. The Honky Tonk Man 
. Lex Luger 

. Tully Blanchard 
. Dick Murdoch 

. Curt Hennig 

. Larry Zbyszko 

. Killer Khan 

. Ted DiBiase 

. Dory Funk Jr. 
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their belts against the Can-Am 
Connection, The Killer Bees, and 
other top contenders. In the May 
1987 issue of Inside Wrestling, the 
Bulldogs disappeared from the tag 
team ratings. 

Ironically, losing the belts gave 
Dynamite Kid a chance to recuper- 
ate. Although Dynamite continued 
to wrestle, he did so less often. 
Dynamite fought the odds and final- 
ly beat them. When WrestleMania 
Ill rolled around, Dynamite was 
strong enough to team with Davey 
Boy and Tito Santana against the 
Harts and Danny Davis. 

The Harts won that match when 
Davis pinned Davey Boy, but more 
important, Dynamite Kid demon- 
strated that he was abie to hold his 
own again in a top-level match. He 
may not have been able to perform 
the same aerial feats he once did, 
but he was back, he was wrestling, 
and he was contributing to his 
team’s success. Sure-footed sci- 
ence was replacing high-flying risk- 
taking, but it was working. The 
team was winning. 

Having passed that test, the 
Bulldogs picked up their work sched- 
ule and prepared for another assault 
on the tag belts. 

Nearly four months later, the 
Bulldogs are still contenders to the 
championship, but they have 
climbed back to the top of the ladder. 
In last month’s issue of /nside 
Wrestling, they were ranked number 
five in the tag team_satings as the 
number-one contence:% to the WWF 
World tag team title. On July 20, in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, the Bulldogs 
advanced to the finals of a tourna- 
ment for a shot at the Hart 
Foundation before losing to Dino 
Bravo and Greg Valentine. 

The Bulldogs are back! Dynamite 
Kid no longer needs Davey Boy 
Smith to carry him in the ring or to 
the ring. With Tom Zenk gone and 
The Can-Am Connection out of the 
way, the Bulldogs should get even 
more shots at The Hart Foundation. 
And when the Bulldogs finally regain 
the belts, their comeback will be 
complete! a) 


Inside Wrestling, November 1987 
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In this day and age I have come to expect 


certain circumstances to remain devoid of 


clarity and common sense in the wrestling 
world. Some popular examples would be the 
Katie Vick storyline, the Muhammad Hassan 
character, Edge anywhere near main event 
status, and J.R. behind the mike again. 
Please, please, please, 
would someone explain 
to me why Scott Steiner 
is back on TV wasting 
precious airtime that could 
be used to show some 
up-and-comer who de- 
serves it more? 
STEPHEN SANDS 
quequake@ yahoo.com 


Why is everyone blam- 
ing Booker T for starting a 
fight with Batista? Is it be- 
cause Booker is a jerk on 
Smackdown? It seems that 
many wrestling fans can’t 
tell the difference between 
fantasy and reality. Just 
because Booker is hated 
on television doesn’t nec- 
essarily mean his is the 
same way in his real life. 
How can we be so sure it 
wasn’t Batista who started 
their fight? Is it because 
Batista is a “good guy” on 
Smackdown, hence he 
must be the same, stand- 
up person in real life? 

The fact is, no one, be- 
sides the two men, will 


witnesses, but no one can look into the minds 
of the two wrestlers and feel what they felt, or 
know what they knew. Either way, I’m sure 
WWE will no doubt use this heat between 
Booker and Batista as part of angle, just as it 
did with Edge and Matt Hardy. The Booker- 
Batista fight is similar to the Hardy-Edge situ- 
ation in that all of the facts may never come 


ever really know why TNA shocked the wrestling world when it brought in the controversial 


their fight took place. 


Scott Steiner earlier this year. Although reader Stephen Sands has 
come to expect oddities in the sport, he still cannot understand why 


Sure, there may have been TNA would devote airtime to the former WCW champion. 


out. I just hope we are all 
smart enough to reserve 
judgment and just enjoy 
both Batista and Booker 
for what they are—great 
wrestlers. 
ROB LALKA 
Vancouver, British 
Columbia 


Booker T is a washed- 
up wrestler who never 
could get over the hump in 
areal company like WWE. 
He was a third-rate World 
champion in the dying 
days of WCW and has 
become little more than a 
sideshow in WWE. Look 
at his match at Wrestle- 
Mania 22 against The 
Boogeyman—it was path- 
etic! Not only did he get 
beat by that worm-eating freak, he was 
embarrassed in the process! Booker has 
only gotten worse since he brought his 
wife, Sharmell, into WWE. All she does 
is build his ego up to make him believe 
he is a better wrestler than he is right 
now. He could be so much better if he 
would just leave the wife at home and 
focus on winning, and not his image. 

The worst thing Booker T could have 
done at this point in his career is pick a 
fight with one of the most popular—and 
strong—wrestlers in all of the sport. 
Who—besides Sharmell—is going to 


side with Booker T in this? No one! 
Batista is the future of the WWE and a 
great Smackdown World champion. 
Booker is in for a rude awakening if he 
thinks pissing off the toughest man in 
WWE will help his career. 
JAY SEFELT 
Boston, MA 


Where were all his “peeps” when 
Christian Cage was simply “Christian” 
and jobbing to bigger, stronger wrestlers 
in WWE? Nearly all the fans thought he 


PW Hotline Extra! 


question of the week! 


Animosity spilled out of the ring as WWE.com confirmed rumors regarding a fight that occurred 
between Batista and Booker T. Both men were a little worse for the wear, and many of our readers 
wrote in to voice their views. 


was a joke when he was strutting around 
with Tyson Tomko and calling out wres- 
tlers he had no business being in the ring 
with. It just makes no sense to me that 
Christian Cage is now a great, World 
champion in TNA when he barely could 
hold on to the Intercontinental title in 
WWE. This just goes to show the differ- 
ence in talent between WWE and TNA. 
WWE has far superior talent and televi- 
sion shows—there’s no comparison. The 
only thing TNA will ever be good for is 
taking WWE’s scraps and trying to sell 
them to the fans as legit. 
STEVE VAUGHN 
Norman, OK 


I recently went to a Smackdown tap- 
ing and would like to let everyone know 
that I was forced to hand over my sign 
to one of the WWE staff. My poster 
said “TNA IS BETTER” on the front 
and “WWE FEARS TNA” on the back. 
About halfway through the taping, a 
WWE worker came over and made me 
give him the sign. 

Now, let me ask you guys some- 
thing: Whatever happened to free 
speech? I mean, this is America right? 
Oh well, if you ask me, this just goes to 
show that WWE does, in fact, fear TNA. 

KEVIN DAVIS 
Columbia, SC [ 
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CHRISTIAN CAGE 
225, Toronto, Ontario 
(1) NWA World champion 


JOHN CENA 
260,West Newbury, MA 
(2) Raw World champion 


REY MISTERIO JR. 
163, San Diego, CA 
(3) Smackdown World champion 


ROB VAN DAM 
237, Battle Creek, MI 


(-) No. 2 contender Raw World title 


BRYAN DANIELSON 
185, Aberdeen, WA 


(7) Ring of Honor champion 


JUN AKIYAMA 
240, Osaka, Japan 


(9) GHC heavyweight champion 


BROCK LESNAR 
297, Minneapolis, MN 
{4) IWGP heavyweight champion 


SATOSHI KOJIMA 
223, Tokyo, Japan 


(10) All Japan Triple Crown Champion 


240, Toronto, Ontario 


(-)_No. 1 contender: Raw World title 


MARK HENRY 
331, Silsbee, TX 
(-) No. 1 contender: SD World title 


Raw World Champion: e 
JOHN CENA 
(C) 260, West Newbury, MA 
1—EDGE 

(6) 240, Toronto, Ontario 
2—ROB VAN DAM 

(1) 237, Battle Creek, MI 
3—UMAGA 

(5) 348, Isle of Samoa 
4—THE BIG SHOW 

(7) 493, Tampa, Fl 
3—SHELTON BENJAMIN 

(4) 245, Spartanburg, SC 
6—CARLITO CARIBBEAN COOL 

(8) 220, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
7—TRIPLE-H 

(2) 274, Greenwich, CT 
8—JOHNNY NITRO 

(-) 204, Los Angeles, CA 
9—KANE 

(9) 326, St. Louis, MO 
10—SHAWN MICHAELS 

(3) 217, San Antonio, TX 
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Smackdown World Champion: 


REY MISTERIO JR. 
(C) 163, San Diego, CA 
1—MARK HENRY 

(2) 331, Silsbee, TX 
2—BOBBY LASHLEY 

(5) 255, Topeka, KS 
3—THE GREAT KHALI 

(-) 408, Bombay, India 
4—BOOKERT 

(8) 250, Houston, TX 
3—THE UNDERTAKER 

(3) 304, Dallas, TX 
6—MATT HARDY 

(9) 213, Cameron, NC 
7—FINLAY 

(10) 235, Belfast, Ireland 
8—GREGORY HELMS 

(-) 210, Raleigh, NC 
S—KEN KENNEDY 

(-) 246, Minneapolis, MN 
10—TATANKA 

{-) 250, Pembroke, NC 


Rob Van Dam 


OVW Champion: 


PW official ratings 


For period ended June 6, 2006 


CHRIS HARRIS & JAMES STORM 
Combined weight: 516 pounds 
(2) NWA World tag team champions 


PAUL LONDON & BRIAN KENDRICK 


Combined weight: 380 pounds 

(4) Smackdown World tag team champions 
THE SPIRIT SQUAD 

Combined weight: 433 pounds 

(1) Raw World tag team champions 

TEAM 3D 

Combined weight: 587 pounds 

(6) No. 1 contenders: NWA World tag title 
THE JAMES GANG 

Combined weight: 515 pounds 

(7) No. 2 contenders: NWA World tag title 
AUSTIN ARIES & RODERICK STRONG 
Combined weight: 407 pounds 

(7) Ring of Honor tag team champions 
MASA CHONO & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
Combined weight: 505 pounds 

(8) IWGP International tag team champions 
AJ. STYLES & CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 
Combined weight: 412 pounds 

(-) No. 3 contenders: NWA World tag title 
THE NEIGHBORHOODIE & SHAD GASPARD 
Combined weight: 517 pounds 

(-) OVW Southern tag team champions 

KID KASH & JAMIE NOBLE 

Combined weight: 392 pounds 

(-) No. 1 contenders: SD World tag team title 


ROK.Champion: 


C.M. PUNK : 7 DANIELSON 
(C) 220, Chicago, IL 6, Aberdeen, WA 
1—AARON STEVENS + wgEL McGUINNESS 

(4) 240, Martha's Vineyard, MA {1) 220, London, England 
2—SETH SKYFIRE 2—HOMICIDE 

(3) 195, Birmingham, AL (-) 220, Brooklyn, NY 
3—SHAD GASPARD 3—COLT CABANA 

(2) 285, Brooklyn, NY (5) 235, Chicago, IL 
4—ROADKILL 4—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 

(5) 302, Lancaster, PA (3) 210, los Angeles, CA 
3—BORIS ALEXIEV S—IIMMY RAVE 

(8) 255, Moscow, Russia (2) 175, Atlanta, GA 
6—CHET THE JET 6—DAVEY RICHARDS 


(-) 230, Buffalo, NY 


7—THE NEIGHBORHOODIE 
(-) 222, parts unknown 


(-) 202, Othello, WA 


7—DELIRIOUS 
(8) 186, Edge of Sanity, USA 


8—KASEY JAMES 8—RODERICK STRONG 

(10) 235, Memphis, TN (4) 205, Tampa, Fi 
9—MIKEY BATTS 9—AUSTIN ARIES 

(9) 171, New Haven, CT (6) 202, Milwaukee, WI 
10—ELIJAH BURKE 10—SAMOA JOE 


(7) 230, Jacksonville, FL 


(9) 270, American Samoa 


AWA SUPREME CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Eric 
Draven; 1—Biff Wellington II]; 2—William Valentine III; 3—Nic Noble; 4— 
Robert Royale; 5—Chris Blayze; 6-—Billy Maverick; 7—Spazz; 8—Roger 
Blade; 9—The Strangler; 10—Damien Divine. 


CENTRAL WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Billy Roc; 1—Shawn Cook; 
2—P.T. Hussla; 3—Devon Fury; 4—p!ndiana Kidd; 5—Tiny Tim; 6—Brian Roberts; 
7—Kenny Courageous; 8—Dustin Lillard; 9—Scotty Murray; 10—Billy Bart. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Freak Nasty; 
1—Mike Tobin; 2—Mike Kruel; 3—Aden Chambers; 4—Mega; 5—Andrew 
Ryker; 6—Scotty Charisma; 7—Billy Bax; 8—Mr. Ooh La La; 9—Kermon 
the German; 10—Rob Eckos. 


FULL THROTTLE WRESTLING: Champion—Curtis Payne; 1—Xavier Frost; 
2—Scar; 3—Rick Stone; 4—Sly the Redneck Extremist; 5—Gideon Morbid; 
6—Future; 7—Cory Pillman; 8—Napalm; 9—Ivan Stroganov; 10—Stud. 


INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Kevin Knight; 
1—Shawn Donavan; 2—Travis Blake; 3—Fred Sampson; 4—Justin Corino; 
5—Shane O'Brien; 6—Aaron Stride; 7—Tony Torres; 8—Biggie Biggs; 
9—Franciz; 10—Antonio Rivera. 


MAXIMUM CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—E.L. Stonley, 
Esq.; 1—Massive Mike; 2—Sam Jones; 3—Matt Turner; 4—Chris Wylde; 
5—Impact Jack; 6—Rockin Rebel; 7—Special Security James; 8— 


MID-SOUTH WRESTLING ALLIANCE: ap acer Williams; 1—Bad 
Boy; 2—Cody Jones; 3—AWOL: 4—3rd Rail; 5—Aaron Neil; 6—Outlaw; 
7—Nichael Faith; 8—John O'Malley; 9—Se7en; 10—Prince al-Farat. 


NWA OKLAHOMA: Champion—John O'Malley; 1—Rocco Valentino; 2— 

Chris Harris; 3—James Storm; 4—Butch Reed; 5—Justin Lee; 6—Skrappy 

sa 7—Tim Warcloud; 8—Mason Hunter; 9—Chase Stevens; 10—Andy 
ouglas. 


NWA VIRGINIA: Champion—Damian Moye 1—Scotty Blaze; 2— 
Brandon Day; 3—Sean Denny; 4—Tracey Smothers; 5—Stan Lee; 6—Chris 
Dramin; 7—Mike Vaughn; 8—Tony Kozina; 9—Grail: 10—Masked Superstar. 


PROFESSIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Mace 
Malone; 1—Mike Foxx; 2—Lance Hoyt; 3—Tim Storm; 4—Luke Bronson; 
5—Nobe Bryant; 6—Colossus; 7—Steve DeMarco; 8—Robert Evans; 9— 
Kevin Paine; 10—Adrian Sensation. 


UNITED STATES WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Cujo; 1—Jay- 
Ten Lyons; 2—Rated X; 3—J.D. Thunder; 4—Cuzzin Jed; 5—Jack Black 
6—Stevie Phillips; 7—Vito Andretti; 8—Masked Superstar; 9—Billy 
Maverick; 10—Hamid Jihad. 


WORLD X-TREME WRESTLING: Champion—Samu; 1—Samoan Storm; 
2—Sugaa; 3—E.C. Negro; 4—Toa Maivia; 5—Kris Krude; 6—The 
Dynamic Sensation; 7—Supreme Lee Great; 8—Mongoose; 9—Nuisance; 


Lumberjack Monroe; 9—Chucky Wynn; 10—Eric Chapel. 


NWA World Champion: 0 | NWA World Champion: 
CHRISTIAN CAGE CHRISTIAN CAGE 
(C) 225, Toronto, Ontario (C) 225, Toronto, Ontario 
1—SAMOA JOE 1—ABYSS 

(2) 270, American Samoa {1} 295, parts unknown 
2—STING 2—RON KILLINGS 

(4) 255, Venice Beach, CA (-) 230, Charlotte, NC 
3—IJEFF JARRETT 3—STING 

(3) 230, Nashville, TN (4) 255, Venice Beach, CA 
4—ABYSS 4—JEFF JARRETT 

(1) 295, parts unknown (3) 230, Nashville, TN 
5—SCOTT STEINER 5—CHRIS SABIN 

{-) 276, Atlanta, GA (-) 207, Detroit, MI 
6—RHINO 6—SENSHI 

(-] 275, Detroit, Ml [-) 170, Brooklyn, NY 

—TIGER MASK T—AJ. STYLES 

t srs 205, Osaka, Japan (7) 202, Gainesville, GA 
8—ALJ. STYLES 8—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 

(4) 202, Gainesville, GA (8) 2 ae Angeles, CA 
§—DRU ONYK §—SAMOAI 

{-) 325, Laval, Quebec hes (0, American Samoa 
10—BULLY DOUGLAS 

(8) 256, Sikeston, MO (-] 243, Short Hills, NJ 


10—Dr.Spider. 


1—SATOSHI KOJIMA 
Md 223, Tokyo Japan 
All Japan Triple Crown champion 
2—JUN AKIYAMA —wsTicoO 
(2) 240, Osaka, Japan (1) 194, Mexico City, Mexico 
GHC heavyweight champion 2—NEGRO CASAS 
3—BROCK LESNAR (2) 185, Mexico City, Mexico 
(1) 297, Minneapolis, MN 3—ULTIMO GUERRERO 
IWGP heavyweight champion (4) 173, Mexico City, Mexico 
A—KENTA KOBASHI 4—DR. WAGNER JR. 
(4) 282, Fukuchiyama, Japan (5) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 5—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 
(7) 245, Ashikaga, Japan (3) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
6—HIROYOSHI TENZAN G6—ATLANTIS 
(-) 270, Tokyo, Japan (9) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico 
7—GENICHIRO TENRYU 7—1A PARKA ; 
(-) 235, Tokyo, Japan {-) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
8—GIANT BERNARD 8—BLACK WARRIOR 
(10) 380, Boston, MA {-) 198, Torreon, Mexico 
S—KENTA S—REYBUCANERO 
(8) 176, Saitama, Japan (8) 207, Mexico City, Mexico 
10—KO}I KANEMOTO 10—CIBERNETICO 


{-) 205, Osaka, Japan 


(7) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 
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Truth be 
told, the belt' 
ae like this on evens: 
ie Champ since Dusty 
rst wore it in'81 


Actually, I think 
the Village People 
reunion is 
that-a-way. 


Well Sting, the biz has 
changed a lot since you were 
last init. So just slip out of 
your Crow gear ( which is SO 
1996), and put these on. while 
T explain our plan to capitalize 
on the TNA name, and snag 
oupsdlves a BVD contract. 


I hear that the 
original design for 
Jawbreakers, was 

actually in the shape 
of Doc Death's fist... 


ORTOMeTHER-SON obo WONT WORK 
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- When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Iustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
if ithappens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, youl “ear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call tié Pro Wrestling 
Mlustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 
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== the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Ilustrated. 
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